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Year 9 Bulletin 
 
Dear Year 9 families, 
 
I have lost track of how many teachers have 
complimented the maturity the Year 9s showed 
in approaching their mocks – and ignoring the 
often nippy weather on the Astro first thing in 
the morning!  The data we have from these 
exams suggests that we now have a much more 
realistic view of students’ abilities as they 
approach the end of KS3 and plan their futures. 
 
Options Evening 
The feedback we have had so far suggests that 
parents felt well informed about your child’s 
options after attending this evening.  As a 
school, we have tried to offer an academic but 
balanced approach which colleges and 
universities have told the government is most 
likely to equip students for the future, bearing in 
mind that the future job market will require 
maximum flexibility and rounded, as well as 
specialist skills.  The ability to acquire and 
analyse new information will become as 
important as having a standardised skillset. We 
will update you after the 28th February, which is 
the deadline for the final forms to be handed in. 
 
Careers Advice 
To help students with their options choices we 
have been running a number of careers events.  
Last month we had a Careers Fair with stalls 
representing Higher and Further education, 
business and industry, and parent volunteers 
advising about their own career paths.  Last but 
not least, students from Teddington’s Sixth 
Form were able to boast about our current 
status as the highest performing State School  
Sixth Form in the borough, with results that put 
us in the top 10% of the country. 
 
 
 

Year 9 students were then off-timetable for a 
Curriculum Enhancement Day where they had a 
carousel of different events to attend.  These 
included a speed dating session with Year 10 
students, where they got the lowdown on the 
reality of studying for a range of GCSEs (“Do you 
get a lot of homework?” was a favourite 
question), an introduction to the broad range of 
apprenticeships now available, and also created 
their START profiles.  These allow students to list 
their interests and identify careers that will 
allow them to capitalise on these, and the 
necessary GCSE pathways to achieve them. 
 
A group of students also attended an ‘Aim 
Higher’ event at Roehampton University.  Aimed 
at students who may not have considered 
Higher Education, students had a tour of 
campus, an interactive careers carousel, 
competition and quizzes, and heard from those 
who have chosen unusual careers about the 
GCSEs, transferable skills and personal 
development that allowed them to pursue their 
passions – including one whose career working 
with exotic animals began with a collection of 
pets including a millipede and a moth! 
 
Finally, a number of students interested in a 
medical career attended a ‘Get into Medicine’  
conference hosted by The Hampton Partnership.  
With their  sports hall decked  out as an operating 
theatre, students donned scrubs and got down 
to the delicate business of dissecting sheep’s 
hearts and other organs – not for the 
fainthearted!  However, scientific curiosity soon 
overcame squeamishness, and students had a 
fascinating day.   According to Adam Modak, a 
Year 9 student, “This really helped me get in the 
right mindset, and set my own goals.” 
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Subject Consultation Evening 
Finally, we are grateful to the 90% of parents 
who were able to attend Subject Consultation 
Evening and get personalised feedback from 
their child’s subject teachers which we hope will 
help guide their options choices. 
  
Assemblies/PSHCE 
There has been a big focus on promoting British 
Values in assemblies this term, where students 
have heard about the value of tolerance and 
human rights, including an assembly hosted by 
students representing our LGBT community, 
reminding us how far we have come towards 
achieving equal rights for all. 
 
Duke of Edinburgh 
A massive 113 year 9 students have signed up 
for the Duke of Edinburgh Award, the highest 
ever at Teddington, and a real sign of the 
commitment and responsibility our Year 9 
students feel towards their own personal 
development and their community.  Time to 
invest in a good pair of hiking boots! 
 
 
 
Academic Achievement 
• Drama – Zach Horn and Patrick Gunning for 

working ‘incredibly hard’ and producing 
‘brilliant and entertaining work’ 

• History – Vera Tillotson, Christina Obiago, 
Iona Ratnayake, Adam Hadbouali and Grace 
for ‘consistently excellent work and effort’ 

• Music – Meg Hird for a multitude of 
contributions to: the Choir, KS3 singing 
group and Soul Band, session singing for A-
level course work and even Year 11 BTEC! 

• French – Joshua Whitmarsh made a ‘huge 
contribution’ 

• English – Daisy Dowling: ‘hard work and 
focus – taking on board suggestions for 
improving and doing just that!.  Leon 
Scicluna: ‘positive and committed’   

Sporting Achievements 
• Zach Horn – came 6th out of 71 runners in 

Middlesex cross-country running – and 
booked his place in the Regionals! 

• Robyn Gupta – 1st place in the Armed Forces 
Bouldering Competition (apparently without 
ropes – sounds terrifying!), beating out the 
adult, highly fit competition.  

 
 
‘Zero Heroes’ 
A massive 101 pupils have had no behaviour 
points this term! This means: 

• No lates 
• No poor behaviour 
• All homework completed 
• Positive mentions only! 
•  

This is our best achievement so far; a real sign of 
the growing maturity of our year group, and a 
renewed focus on learning, which Year 9 have 
shown in keeping the Prize in view – a fulfilling 
career and rounded personal development. 
 
I wish you all a restful half term. 
 
Mr Golding 


