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Year 7 Bulletin 

 

Dear Year 7 families, 

 

It feels extremely strange writing to you 

now that home learning has already 

begun. Firstly, we would like to take this 

opportunity to wish you and your families 

the best in the coming weeks and we 

hope that you all stay safe and well.  

 

We are living in very uncertain 

circumstances and we understand that 

many students and parents (and 

teachers!) may be feeling unsettled by the 

huge change that not attending school 

causes. It is with this in mind that we 

would like to remind you of the school’s 

core values and during the coming weeks 

we will be finding ways to encourage 

students to uphold these as we navigate 

through this challenging period.   

 

Responsibility - organising your own time 

and considering how you can complete 

your work. 

 

Integrity – upholding your strong moral 

values, at all times. 

 

Endeavour – trying your hardest with 

tasks, putting in the effort at home, this 

may be with school work, housework or 

helping with siblings (and parents). 

 

Innovation – finding new ways of working 

when outside of school. 

 

Empathy – understanding this is a difficult 

time and we will need to support each 

other, including our families and those 

who may be vulnerable. 

 

Students may be feeling overwhelmed by 

the quantity of work set by their teachers 

on Show My Homework (SMHW). Please 

reassure students not to over-stress and 

to try to set a schedule where they 

attempt to work for around 4 hours each 

day. Moving forward, teachers will only 

set work once a week on a Friday to be 

completed for the following week. This 

will hopefully reduce the amount of work 

being set sporadically and allow families 

to plan accordingly for the week ahead. 

Please be vigilant on SMHW as this is 

where all work will be announced.   

 

Our advice for families trying to navigate a 

balancing learning environment would be 

the following:  

 Aim to complete around 4 hours of 

learning a day.  

 Create a timetable similar to the 

one students follow at school and 

allocate specific times to each 

subject.  

 Break the learning into hourly or 2-

hourly slots.  

 Take regular rest breaks, if 

possible get some air and move 

around. 

 Try alternative learning methods: 

read a book or article, watch a 

subject appropriate documentary 
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or film, cook a meal for the whole 

family 

 Build exercise into each day, 

physical and mental wellbeing is 

key to being productive.  

 

We appreciate the reliance on technology 

to complete can be problematic, 

especially if families are all working from 

home. If students are having issues 

accessing the work online or managing 

their workload, please contact your child’s 

form tutor or key worker. They will be 

your first point of contact and they will be 

emailing you once week on a Monday to 

check-in with families. 

 

Despite this term being cut short we still 

achieved a lot in three weeks as a year 

group and as a part of the wider school 

community. During this time it feels 

appropriate to reflect on all the teaching, 

learning and extracurricular activities that 

took place the short time we were in 

school during the spring term. Again, it 

has been wonderful to see all the year 7 

students engaging positively in all the 

opportunities that school has to offer 

both inside and outside of lessons.  

 

Vocab Express Competition  

It is with great pride we report that in the 

first day of the school closure due to 

Covid-19, students were already 

upholding one of the schools values – 

endeavour, as 400 students sat at home 

learning vocab for the Vocab Express 

Competition! Two of our year 7 students, 

Sabina Mert and Tomos Davies, were 

among the highest scorers in the 

competition scoring an impressive 36,000 

points between them.  Well done to all 

year 7s who took part and especially 

Sabina and Tomos for their impressive 

score – this will certainly be celebrated 

upon return to school.  

 

British Science Week  

Science week saw the Science department 

put on a variety of activities each lunch 

time for our students. These sessions 

were well attended by year 7 students 

who were able to able to get involved in 

electrifying, explosive, and down right 

mind boggling experiments!   

 
 

Alternatively students were able to take 

part in immersive 360 degree virtual 

reality tours guided by science teachers 

who are experts in their field. These 

virtual tours were brand new technology 

to the school and our students were keen 

to try them out!  

 
In addition to this, an Element Treasure 

Hunt Challenge was set and year 7s 
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stepped up to this challenge, racing 

around the building to identify as many 

elements from the Periodic Table as 

possible! 

 

Sports Relief 

Students were able to wear their PE kits 

to school on Friday to support Sports 

Relief by donating a £1. The PE 

department also ran a series of activities 

each lunch time and after school for 

students to attend. Some of the activities 

included table tennis, futsal, dancing, 

yoga, basketball, running, and fancy dress 

netball!  

 
 

Our personal favourite activity was the 

Just Dance activity, which saw students 

across all the year groups dancing their 

way into the weekend! They might have 

even convinced us to get involved!  

 

Well done to all involved, it is fantastic to 

see some of you taking on the challenge 

of getting involved in extracurricular 

activities, especially ones for a good 

cause. 

House assemblies  

We had some of our year 11 house 
prefects into assemblies last week to 
announce the new rebranding of our 
house system in school. This saw year 7 
students get to take part in the 
democratic process of voting for their 
preferred house names on SMHW. The 
houses have now been renamed after 
constellations:  
 
7HP & 7PG = Ursa House 
7SW & 7MP = Delphinus House 
7GJ & 7AS = Phoenix House 
7RZ & 7NJ = Cygnus House 
 
We hope that the house system will 
provide students with a wider community 
throughout the school to identify with and 
we plan to introduce numerous house-
related events in the future.  
 

National Careers Week 

We had a brilliant assembly from a year 7 

parent; Stuart Simler about jobs in the 

creative industries. He also spoke about 

his personal career journey, instilling the 

message to be resilient, at all times, as the 

path to success is not always 

straightforward one. We would like to 

thank Stuart for giving up his time and for 

aligning his own career path with our 

school values of endeavour and 

innovation.  

 

Silent Movies  

Year 7 students have enjoyed going back 

in time in Drama lessons to the era of the 

silent movies and have been working hard 

to create their own keystone cops car 

chase. Whilst they have not had the 

opportunity to complete their practical 

assessment in school students have been 

set a practical task that they can complete 

at home, which may help you to break up 
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their learning and allow them to get up 

and active at the same time. We look 

forward to seeing the end results.  

  

 
 

Notable Achievements  

 

Matthew Dunne was awarded the 

Headteacher’s award and had the 

privilege of choosing four friends to join 

him for a gourmet lunch at Cucina. Well 

done, Matthew!  

 

 
 

Other students who were recognised and 

received our student of the week 

commendation were: 

Edward Chisholm 

Callum Arthurs 

Ava Elliott 

Molly Woodfield 

Olivia Moore-Millar 

Olivia Arregger-Robson 

 

A message we want to leave you with:  

Sometimes we’re tested not to show our 

weaknesses, but to discover our strengths.  

We are confident that many of our 

students are already demonstrating 

immense strength and resilience during 

this turbulent time. Please hold this 

message in your mind as you work 

together as family to support each other. 

 

Finally if your child has not joined Google 

Classroom please ask them to do this, 

each week we will be adding some 

activities for year 7 students to engage 

with and we will be sharing some of the 

results via our school Twitter feed.  

To join the year 7 classroom please follow 

the steps below: 

1. go 
to https://classroom.google.com 

2. Sign in using your school google 
account 

3. Click the '+' symbol in the top right 
and then click Join Class 

4. Enter the following code: qzdvqv6 

 

 

We look forward to welcoming year 7s 

back to Teddington, hopefully sometime 

in the not so distant future. In the 

meantime please stay safe, healthy and 

connected, albeit virtually. 

  

If you have any concerns or questions 

please contact us at  

sthornley@teddingtonschool.org  

hpleavin@teddingtonschool.org 

 

Ms Thornley & Ms Pleavin 

 

 
 

 
Why don’t you follow us on Twitter 

for all the latest school news as it 

happens? @teddingtonschl 

https://classroom.google.com/

