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1 April 2021 
 

Dear Families 

 

As this half term draws to a close, I thought I 

would write to you to update you on our half 

term at Teddington School.   It has been 

another successful half term for Year 9, full of 

extra-curricular activities in the warmer 

weather, school musicals that highlighted the 

immense talent we have in our year group and 

momentous decisions undertaken as we head 

into our Options process.  It has been an 

absolute pleasure to watch our year group 

grow as they met challenges, strengthened 

friendships and embarked on new adventures 

here at Teddington School. 

 

Options 

Thank you very much for joining us on the 

school site for Options Evening and virtually for 

our Parents’ Evening.  It was lovely to 

showcase our broad GCSE Curriculum and the 

teachers really enjoyed conversing with 

everyone who came.  We are very proud of the 

students for making mature and thoughtful 

choices in regard to their Key Stage Four 

experience going forward at Teddington 

School and look forward to seeing them excel 

in their GCSE subjects as we embark on the 9.5 

timetable in June. 

 

We are currently putting the Options 

selections into blocks and will be sending out 

the official GCSE Key Stage Four letters in the 

next term.  Please email the following if you 

have any concerns regarding your student’s 

official GCSE Options: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelsey Knecht 

Head of Year 9  

KnechtKe@Teddingtonschool.org 

 

Phil Wragg 

Acting Deputy Headteacher 

PWragg@Teddingtonschool.org 

 

Winning Tutor Group: Breakfast Buffet!  

At Teddington we have high expectations of all 

our students and teachers regularly reward 

students who go above and beyond in their 

lessons, or in the whole school or wider 

community.  We have chosen the following 

students for our tutor and Head of Year Awards 

based on their conduct in and around the 

school this term:  

 

Award Student 

Oliver Tarran  Head of Year Award 

Zainab Khan  Head of Year Award 

Finley Smith  Most Improved Award 

Jack Carroll  Tutor Award – 9NJ 

Ceren Tong  Tutor Award – 9GK 

Jamie Bolton  Tutor Award – 9GJ 

Karina Brar  Tutor Award – 9WC 

Alex Worgan  Tutor Award – 9RZ 

Sam Kerr- Elliott  Tutor Award -  9AS 

Adrian Law  Tutor Award – 9ST 

Jwad Al-Jawharji  Tutor Award – 9PG 

 

Every half term, those who have been awarded 

and those with the highest merits will be 

invited to a breakfast buffet during tutor time 
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as a reward.  Well done to these students and 

keep up demonstrating our school values!  

 

Extra-Curricular  

The school day doesn’t end at 3pm! We have a 

huge variety of extra-curricular opportunities 

that take place after-school and each term we 

release a new calendar with varying 

opportunities available. Please check our 

school website to see what we have on offer at 

the moment and encourage your child to get 

involved: Extra-Curricular - Teddington School 

 

Grease  

 
Our school-production ‘Grease’ was absolutely 

incredible and we are so proud of the Year 9s 

who participated and starred in the show.  It 

was amazing to see Rydell High School come to 

life between 1-2 March. Thanks to all parents 

and fellow students who came to cheer on our 

stars! 

 

School Council Update written by Year 

Representative Isaac Novell (9GJ):  

This half term, school council have been busy 

making changes to improve our school. The 

school council started off by creating one-on-

one sessions with any sixth formers for any 

concerns or worries, along with an LGBTQ+ 

club.  

For a while we had also been planning to have 

some trees delivered to the school from the 

Woodland Trust, which we are now glad to say 

were planted last Thursday.  

The final event the school council arranged 

was Red Nose Day – this was a huge success! 

This included a cake sale, students versus 

teachers bench ball, and the sponge throwing. 

Max and I (the two year representatives for 

year 9) were involved in this final event.  

School council look forward to helping improve 

the school even further in the next term! 

 

Duke of Edinburgh 

Between the 11-14 March, 155 students across 

Year 9 to 11 took part in their Duke of 

Edinburgh Bronze Award practice expedition. 

On the morning of each respective cohort’s 

expedition, students were greeted by the 

external company, Aim High Expeditions, who 

briefed the students outlining the overall 

agenda and technical points of the two days 

ahead of them. On completion of the briefing, 

students immediately engaged in their first big 

day of walking in their groups which was 

supervised by the instructors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Managing themselves through the challenging 

conditions and terrain was handled extremely  

 

On arrival back at the campsite, they began 

their processes of self-management to prepare 

cooking and tents for the evening. Camping 

overnight would have been a real experience 

for the students as it was the first time they 

would have been in a tent with their friends or 

a tent at all! 

 

Despite the weather conditions and the 

students being knackered on the morning of 

the second day, each group was expected to 
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prepare their equipment before departing for 

day 2 of the expedition. All the students made 

it safely back to the campsite to support the 

clear up and pack-down of equipment. 

  

 
Cooperation and endeavour to support one 

another between groups was key. On 

completion of this, the instructors held a 

debrief with students to provide general 

feedback and outline key learning points for 

their assessed expeditions between 13-

16 May. Overall, the school values of 

responsibility, endeavour, empathy, integrity 

and innovation were demonstrated across 

many differing scenarios by all the groups. The 

experience showed the best of Teddington 

Students with many areas of potential to shine 

through further in the coming months ahead. 

 

Planting Trees for Our Future 

Several of our Year 9 students graciously 

volunteered to help plant trees around our 

school site last week to help keep our green 

space bright, clean and ample for years to 

come.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We cannot thank them enough for taking time 

out of their days to ensure the beauty of our 

campus remains for the students of the future. 

Red Nose Day 

Thank you to everyone for donating to Comic 
Relief and supporting our Red Nose Day 
fundraising events. We raised an excellent 
£1162.49! This excludes any Gift Aid donations 
given on ParentPay. 
Thank you to the school council and every 
student who participated in the cake sale, 
bench ball and sponge the teacher, as well as 
the fundraising efforts in form time. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We trust you will have a safe and happy half 

term as a family and look forward to 

welcoming students back to school on Tuesday 

19 April. 

 

Uniform 

It is important for us to keep high standards 

at Teddington, and this includes uniform. I'd 

like to take this opportunity to remind 
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families of the uniform expectations which 

are on our website: Uniform - Teddington 

School. Any non regulation items, such as 

hooped earrings or hooded jumpers, will be 

confiscated if worn after the Easter holidays. 

 

Yours faithfully  

 

 

Kelsey Knecht 

Head of Year 9 

KnechtKe@teddingtonschool.org  
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