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Year 8 Bulletin 
Dear Year 8 Families, 

It’s been just under two months since my last 
bulletin and wow, haven’t things changed since 
then.  Who would have thought that we would 
have spent the next 60 days getting to know the 
walls of our house so well?  

 

In my last bulletin, I wrote about how 
overwhelming and challenging these times could 
become.  I think it is fair to say that for a lot of us, 
myself included, they have been.  Despite this, the 
way our year group has continued to develop has 
simply amazed me.  I have seen so many acts of 
kindness, as well as amazing work, that I feel so 
proud to be working with such an incredible bunch 
of young people.  
 
I will therefore use this bulletin to try and highlight 
all the good things that I have seen the year group 
undertake since lockdown, as well list any end of 
half term notices.  
 
Let’s start with the notices… 
 
Google Classroom 
Some students have still not joined all subject 
google classrooms. I have listed all the codes 
below, so please encourage your child(ren) to join.  

 
 

For any student having issues submitting work on 
google classroom, I have created a quick step-by-
step guide, as well as a link to a support video. 
 
Submitting work in a browser 

1. Go to the assignment in Google Classroom 
2. On the right-hand side, you should see an 

option to add or create work. Click this.  
3. Attach the file(s) as required, then click 

turn in. Google will ask you to confirm, so 
click turn in again. 

 
Submitting work on a tablet 

1. Go to the assignment in the google 
classroom app 

2. Swipe up to access the 
submission/attachment screen. 

3. Select the file (s) you want to attach and 
then click hand in. Google will ask you to 
confirm, so click turn in again. 

 
Video link:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LsD1QJEN0
Yg 
 
Reports 
I hope you can appreciate that official reporting 

during this time is extremely difficult, and as such, 

there will not be reports sent home during this 

final term.  Should you wish to find out about your 

child(s) progress, please contact their teacher in 

the first instance.  

 
Languages 
A letter has been sent, along with a message on 
SMHW, last week detailing the changes to 
languages being taught for the rest of the year. 
The decision has been made to bring forward the 
date of reducing students to study one language 
instead of two.  This will come into effect from 
after half term.  We feel this will support students 
in focusing on one subject whilst learning is 
happening remotely.  The deadline to submit the 
choice was Wednesday 20th May.  Please contact 
Ms Green should there be any issues.   
sgreen@teddingtonschool.org  
 
End of year rewards trip 
It will come as no surprise that this is now 

cancelled which is such a shame as I was extremely 

excited about celebrating with the students.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LsD1QJEN0Yg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LsD1QJEN0Yg
mailto:sgreen@teddingtonschool.org
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Year 8 tasks 

During this term, I have set a couple of tasks 

outside of normal academia for the students to 

have a go at and hopefully enjoy! 

The first task was the 10 days 10 activities 

challenge, and I was so pleased to see so many 

give it a go! I was so happy to see them have a go 

at drawing, getting some exercise, as well as 

helping round the house by cleaning or cooking (I 

hope you enjoyed this part too).  

 

 

 
 

The other task (set last week) was called “Help 

feed Mr Thorne”. Now the title might imply that I 

am going hungry and I am trying to scavenge food 

from students, but I assure you it’s not like 

that      . The task was to create an ingredients list 

and recipe for a meal they have at home.  

 

I will pick 5 recipes (if not more) to have a go at 

cooking (believe me I am no Gordon Ramsay!), my 

favourite recipe will win a prize. 

All recipes submitted will hopefully be put into a 

“Teddington School cookbook” so who knows, we 

could have some famous chefs on our hands! 

 

Quizzes 

Throughout this term I have been running online 

quizzes every Friday at 10.30am on the year group 

Google Classroom.  

The quizzes are normally 15-20 questions long, 

and the winner will get a prize (whenever we 

return) 

The winners so far are: 

• Benedict Kirk 

• Benedict Dempsey 

• Mattias Staaf 

• Adam Gold 

Please encourage your child(ren) to log on every 

Friday to play; it’s a great way to feel part of our 

school community, and a bit of healthy 

competition never hurt anyone! 

 

Contacting teachers 
There have been some issues with students not 

being able to contact teachers despite sending 

emails to them. Please be aware that should 

students send emails to teachers from their school 

Gmail account, then they must be addressed to 

their teachers’ Gmail also. A list can be found on 

the Teddington website, but the general pattern 

is: 

surname.firstinitial@teddingtonsch.co.uk.  

For example, my Gmail email is  

thorne.r@teddingtonsch.co.uk  

 

A message from Pastoral and SEND 

Even though we can’t see you, we are still here for 

you. As always, but particularly this week as it is 

mental health awareness week, if you need us 

please get in contact. Send us an email to 

phillips.s@teddingtonsch.co.uk and/or 

archer.k@teddingtonsch.co.uk .  

 

Latin – A message from Ms Merrington 

If you wish to continue with Latin next year then 

you can.  

However, if at all possible, you should be doing the 

Latin work which I have been setting on Google 

Classroom each week and should return it to me 

via Google Classroom/e-mail and not SMHW.   

If you have decided to drop out to concentrate on 

other subjects I entirely understand, but please do 

let me know. 

 

 

 

mailto:surname.firstinitial@teddingtonsch.co.uk
mailto:thorne.r@teddingtonsch.co.uk
mailto:phillips.s@teddingtonsch.co.uk
mailto:archer.k@teddingtonsch.co.uk
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Online Assemblies 

This term we have been able to see some amazing 

assemblies.  

Dr Hui gave us a fascinating assembly on 

Photography and Innovation. 

Ms Fenton gave us the amazing assembly on VE 

Day, what we are thankful for from it, and the 

importance of it. 

Some students and I gave us an assembly on 

Empathy, and how we should show Empathy to 

help us through these difficult times. 

And this week Ms Thornley and some other 

members of staff spoke about the importance of 

mental health, and how we were lucky to have 

someone during our time in school to help us 

through.  

I would appreciate if you could watch these 

assemblies (if you haven’t already) and continue 

the discussion at home with you child(ren) that 

these assemblies have hopefully started.  

 

PSHCE 

Ms Corrigall uploaded PSHCE lessons for the 

students to attempt (although didn’t need to 

submit) regarding online safety, in particular 

avoiding online fraud and sending personal details 

online; I would greatly appreciate if you can 

support us by also having this conversation at 

home and discussing some of the things 

mentioned in the PowerPoint. 

 

Examples of Student work 

Now that all the notices are out of the way, it is 

with great pride that I get to show you some 

examples of the excellent work our year group has 

been producing this term.  

This is not an exhaustive list of all the work I have 

been sent (the bulletin would be in double figures 

for pages if it was), but is just a snippet of the 

excellent work our students have been handing in. 

I am so proud of them! 

 

Mini EPQ 

In the first week back after Easter, Mrs Barham set 

all students a task to complete a Mini EPQ. I was 

very proud to see some year 8s submit their 

projects and I thoroughly enjoyed reading them. 

We had the following entries: 

 

• Glowworm Beetles by Kika Goh-Hatfield 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Joan Beauchamp Proctor by Lydia Harries 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Are the Kennedys Cursed? By Cameron 

Thomson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• HS2 by Thomas Royle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Mieniere’s Disease by Yasaman Rafatpanah 

 

 

 

 

 

Artwork 

I have been privileged to see some incredible 

pieces of art this term; whether it be for school or 

fun. See for yourself below. 
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Izzi Landless  

 
 Stella Jensen 

 
Ben Brown 

 

 
Maddy Redington 

Geography Work 

 
Jessica Spencer 

 

 
Kika Goh-Hatfield 

 

 
Rosie Davis  

 

Maths 

Ms Parkinson has highlighted the following 

students for doing excellent work this term: 

• Myles Perry – perseverance in maths.  

• Zeynep Sude Asan – excellent attitude to 

maths, brilliant work every week.  

• Cassius Church – conscientious and strives to 

do better, always. 
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It doesn’t stop there with Maths: 

             
Teri McKenzie               Edward Paterson 

Campbell       

 

         
Lexi Tappin     Eshaal Dar 

 

DT 

Mr Houghton wanted to share with you some of 

the excellent designs he had submitted for their 

Recycling project which was to make a chair using 

recyclable items around the house. 

     
Ed Paterson  Lila Wells 

 

  
Prajin Pratheepan Will Barber 

Languages 

Mr Hole wanted to congratulate certain students 

for continuously handing in outstanding work 

every week 

Zeynep Sude Asan 

Lily Avery 

Bethan Barrell-Fox 

Eva Cockett 

Elena Daviter-Nowell 

JoaoAlves Esteves 

Kika Goh-Hatfield 

Ophelia Goodman 

Jemimah Haque 

Erin Kelly 

Laila Kenyon 

Lucas Lee 

Isabella Matthews 

Nathaniel Niedzwiecki 

Samuel O'Kelly 

Edward Paterson 

Prajin Pratheepan 

Millie Smith 

Jessica Spencer 

Mattias Staaf 

Alexis Tappin 

Isabella Turner 

 

IT 

Mr Upstone wanted to congratulate a few 

students for their excellent timelines in IT 

 
Izzi Landless 

 

 
Benedict Dempsey 
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Hamish Hand 

 

Other pieces of work 

 

 
Olivia Parker 

 

 
Science revision notes and a burger by Sam Davis 

(I just had to include the burger as it looks so 

good!) 

 

 
Some gardening by Ben Crozier 

 

And finally, I just want to say a special 

congratulations to: 

• William Massie 

• Vasilis Alston 

Will was selected by Song Academy as one of the 

top 10 finalists worldwide in his age group for his 

song “No Place” – well done Will 

 
 

Vasilis sent me a project on energy consumption 

from different countries around the world, which 

I had to send on to Mrs Barham and Ms Pacey due 

to the amount of work and research that must 

have gone into it. Well done Vasilis 

A brief snippet of it is below. 

 
 

As mentioned before, this is not an exhaustive list 

of all the excellent work I have since this term, I 

really could go on for about 5 more pages. So well 

done to everyone in the year that is continuing to 

put in the hard work; you really will see the benefit 

of it as the years of school go by. 

 

All that’s left for me to say is have a lovely rest 

during half term (I think we all need it), enjoy the 

sun, and I will “see” you again for the last half term 

of this strange year very soon! 

 

If you have any concerns or questions, please 

contact me at: rthorne@teddingtonschool.org  

 

Mr R Thorne 

Head of Year 8 

Why don’t you follow us on Twitter for all 

the latest school news as it happens? 

@teddingtonschl 

 

 

mailto:rthorne@teddingtonschool.org

