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Year 8 Bulletin 
Dear families, 

Term 3 is now out of the way so we are 
officially half way through the year.  This, in 
my opinion, is always the hardest term; 
Christmas is over and the cold weather has 
set in.  In spite of this, I am so incredibly 
proud to see year 8 soldiering on and 
continuing to maintain the high standards 
they have set in the previous two terms.  
Although this term has not been as busy as 
the previous one, there are still plenty of 
notable things to mention.  
 
Year 8 Headline figures (year to date) 
Number of students with 0 Behaviour points: 
76 (40% of year group) 
 
Number of students with 0 detentions: 
126 (67% of year group) 
 
Number of students with 100% attendance: 
55 (29% of year group) 
 
Congratulations to the 34 students that 
appear in all 3 categories. 
 
Term 3 Rewards 
We have continued to recognise the hard 
work our students have put in this term, and I 
am pleased to share with you the “Students of 
the Week” for this term, and our overall 
“Student of the Term”;  

 

Congratulations to the following students: 

Students of the week 

 Luke Ransom Kitson 

 George Noble 

 Eliza Rundle 

 Poppy Cook-Chalmers 

 Erin Pirie 

 Jess Jordan 

 Maia Jnagal 

 Kai Purnell 
 
Student of the Term: Lucy Smeeton 
 
6th form mentoring 
At Teddington we like to develop 
opportunities for student leadership as well as 
developing the skills set of our students.  Over 
the course of the Autumn term, a number of 
Year 12 students have been working with 
Brigid Medlam, training in mentoring and 
coaching.  We are extremely fortunate that 
they are now working closely with a group of 
Year 8 students to support and mentor them 
through the second half of the year. 
 
‘Aspire to Higher Education’ day 
30 students from Year 8 were given the 
opportunity to visit Roehampton University 
on Wednesday 12th as part of our Careers 
programme.  The day was aimed at getting 
students to start thinking about their future 
after leaving Teddington School.  

 

The students had a carousel of events which 
included talks from the Royal Veterinary 
College, Roehampton University and St Mary’s 
University.  They were able to learn about 
what a University is like, what a Degree 
entails, how picking GCSE options can lead to 
transferrable skills and possible career 
options, and had a glimpse in to life as a Vet.  
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Primary school reading visits 
For the last 6 weeks, Ms McGrandles has been 
able to take nine Year 8 students to St John 
the Baptist Primary School.  During these 
visits, our students have spent time reading to 
students from Year 2 through to Year 6 to 
help improve their literacy.  These trips have 
been so successful that those St John the 
Baptist students have now been visiting 
Hampton Wick Infants School to do the same 
thing.  I am extremely proud of our nine 
students, for not only giving back to the local 
community, but also showing responsibility, 
dedication and leadership in helping the 
younger students to improve their literacy.  

 
 
Success in sport 
Congratulations to our U12 Netball A and B 
teams who beat Orleans Park last week in a 
pre-season friendly, running out 8-6 and 12-7 
winners.  

 

Congratulations to Year 8 student Sam Davis 
who was selected to captain Richmond 
Borough's Indoor 8-aside boys U13 Cricket 
team, which won five of its six matches, with 
a tie in the final game, to qualify for the LYG 
Finals day at Lord's cricket ground next 
month. 
 
Congratulations to Year 8 student Rosie Davis 
who was selected to captain Richmond 
Borough's Indoor 8-aside girls U13 Cricket 
team, alongside fellow Y8’s Jess Jordan and 
Jessica Spencer; they won 4/5 games to also 
make it through to Finals day next month. 
 

And last but not least, a HUGE congratulations 
to Year 8 student Taheem Javaid who has 
been selected to represent England in an 
International U14 Ice Hockey tournament in 
Finland this coming April.  
 
Being able to share the success of our 
students in sport is a great pleasure of mine, 
so if you have any stories that you would like 
me to share, please do let me know.  
 
Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week 
The 3rd – 9th February was mental health 
awareness week.  Students spent the week 
learning about mental health and watching 
videos of celebrities discussing their own 
issues.  I gave an assembly where I was able to 
talk about my past to show that anyone can 
suffer from mental health problems, but that 
we can rise above them with help of others.  
 
Ms Thornley set a competition during this 
week of writing a poem on “Finding your 
Brave”, and I am pleased to say that I received 
3 outstanding entries from Isabella Landless, 
Eva Landless and Erin Pirie. I have copied the 
poems at the end of the bulletin so that 
everyone can see the fantastic work done by 
the girls, but the winning entry from Isabella 
is shown below.  
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PSHE 
The topic this term for PSHE during Tutor time 
has been ‘Healthy Relationships’.  During this 
time, we have been learning about: 
 

 The rights and responsibilities in a 
relationship 

 Passive, assertive and aggressive 
behaviour 

 Banter vs. bullying 

 Cyber bullying 

 Racist bullying 

 Homophobic bullying 
 
We have also had the opportunity to listen to 
excellent assemblies this term.  
 
Two weeks ago, Ms Fenton spoke to us about 
anti-Semitism during World War 2, and how 
one man, Sir Nicholas Winton, was able to 
evacuate hundreds of Jewish children from 
Czechoslovakia to the UK without the aid of 
the British government.  
 
Yesterday, we were able to hear from two 
students in the LGBTQ+ group at Teddington 
about homophobic bullying and how the 
attitude and laws around homophobia have 
changed in the UK over time.  
 
At Teddington we are always promoting 
British Values to our students through our 
PSHE programme, so please continue the 
discussion about these topics at home with 
your children.  
 
Year 8 reports and Curriculum evening 
You should have received you child’s report. 
Should you have any concerns regarding the 
content of this, please contact your child’s 
teacher in the first instance or myself if you 
have more general queries.  
 
Our Curriculum Evening will be on Wednesday 
25th March, 2020.  Appointment sheets will be 
ready for teachers to make appointments 
from 9th March.  I look forward to meeting 
many of you then.   
 
End of Year rewards trip 
As mentioned in the previous bulletin, there 
will be a Year 8 rewards trip towards the end 
of the year, although there is no confirmed 
date as of yet.  

 
Selection is based on behaviour points and 
attendance since the start of January, so 
please make sure that your child continues to 
work hard and do the right thing at all times. 
Further details on destination and dates will 
follow next term.  
 

All that remains is for me to wish you a happy 

and relaxing half term; I am off to the Big 

Apple to spend some time with Lady Liberty!  

 

If you have any concerns or questions, please 

contact me at: rthorne@teddingtonschool.org  

 

Mr R Thorne 

Head of Year 8 

Why don’t you follow us on Twitter 

for all the latest school news as it 

happens? @teddingtonschl 

 

Brave - by Eva Landless 

I haven’t jumped out of a plane, 

Or stroked a lion’s mane. 

I haven’t saved someone’s life, 

Or taken a bullet or knife. 

But it that what bravery is about? 

It’s the small things that really count, 

Like the making that hard choice, 

Or speaking up and finding your voice. 

I haven’t jumped out of a plane, 

But I am BRAVE! 

 

To be brave - by Erin Pirie 

To be brave, you need to feel fear. 

Feel like you could crawl into a ball, 

And shed a tear. 

To be brave, you need to overcome it. 

To see what you want and push forward, 

To suck it up and go for it. 

To be brave, you need to believe in yourself. 

Believe that you can make it through, 

Because that’s what it takes to be on the top 

shelf. 

So anytime you need to be brave, just take a 

deep breath, it will be okay. 

mailto:rthorne@teddingtonschool.org

