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1 April 2021 
 

Dear Families 

 

We made it! The first year of secondary school 

is drawing to a close and what a year it has 

been. Year 7 have had quite the start to 

secondary school life, joining us without a 

traditional transition, spending months in a 

year ‘bubble’, leaving for Christmas break and 

then not returning to school until March. They 

have had to get to grips with undertaking 

online learning via MS Teams and then re-

adapt to returning to face-to-face learning at 

school with their peers. Finally, last half term, 

we were then able to relax the Year 7 ‘bubble’ 

and explore the whole building for the first 

time!  

 

It has been a relief that we have been able to 

complete another term in the school building, 

and for Year 7 to have the opportunity to 

explore and make use of the fantastic facilities 

we have to offer. I am sure it has enhanced the 

learning experience for all students being able 

to be taught in the subject specialist 

classrooms, and the larger variety of extra-

curricular clubs that has been available too. I 

am hopeful that in September this will 

continue with further relaxation of rules 

imposed on schools due to Covid-19.  

 

There have certainly been challenges along the 

way this year, however I can honestly say Year 

7 have taken everything in their stride and ran 

with it. The resilience they have shown in such 

adversity is inspiring and certainly stands them  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in good stead for the inevitable “curveballs” 

life will throw at them as they navigate their 

way through the remainder of secondary 

school and beyond. However, as ever we will 

continue to be here to offer support to 

students through any difficulties they may 

encounter and hopefully empower them to 

change the narrative themselves when things 

aren’t going the way they hoped.  

 

In September, I will remain Head of Year 7 and 

welcome our new cohort to Teddington School 

and whilst I will be sad to say goodbye to our 

current Year 7s, I know I can count on them to 

uphold our school values and lead the way for 

our younger students going forward. I will be 

watching and cheering them on from the side-

lines, hoping that they put in practice all they 

have learnt from their first year here with us as 

part of the Teddington family.  

 

Attendance  

A huge well done to the following students for 

achieving 100% attendance! You have 

demonstrated such commitment and 

dedication each day simply by showing up:  

 

Leia Betteridge, Natalie Chan, Sadaf Faghiri, 

Arthur Greenwalker, Edward Le Frenais, Anna 

Lok, Teya Marshall, Sam Phillips, Edith Pirie, 

Emily Roberts, Felix Smeeton, Sevval Usta, 

Sylvie Berwick, Natasha Gashi, Michael 

Valimehr, Alexa Workman, Jacob Hart, Tunie 

Dede, Sophia Jooyand, Angus Welford, Alex 

McEvoy, Jia Parab, Alfie Tibble, Luke Hannam 

and Sophie Griffith.  
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Zero Behaviour Points  

Congratulations to these students for not 

incurring a single behaviour point this whole 

academic year! What an achievement. It can 

be all too tempting to sometimes not do the 

right thing, but you have shown it is possible to 

uphold the school’s values at all times and for 

that you deserve to be recognised.  

 

Bea Bennett Jones, Leia Betteridge, Molly  

Bloomer, Eliot Bower, Jamie Brinsden, Elvin 

Cakir, Natalie Chan, Dianora De Bilio, Alfred 

Dunning, Freddy Eglinton, Nagi Erwin, Sadaf, 

Faghiri, Narisa Gooch, Huxley Gould, Seb 

Greening, Arthur Greenwalker, Lucy Gregg, 

Kian Gruenwald, Jack Jones, Gregory  Kirk, 

Avril Kwan, Agatha Kyle, Edward La Frenais, 

Elsie Lawrence, Oscar Leon, Anna Lok, Alfie 

Maletta, Teya Marshall, Oscar May, Esme 

McDowell, Aadit Nigam, Belle O’Brien, Mika 

Olin-Gourlay, Sam Phillips, Edith Pirie, Yousef 

Rafatpanah, Megan Ramsey, Emily Roberts, 

Hannah Rylett, Ted Shippin, Mayhan Siddiqi, 

Felix Smeeton, Grace Spikereit, Rosa Steele, 

Eva Thomas, Sevval Usta, Lily Whitehead, 

Imogen Woods-Richards, Lenny Woodward, 

Lina Yoshida and Sabia Yosofzy. 

 

Highest Conduct Score 
A huge well done to Lucy Gregg in 7TB for 

achieving the highest conduct score in Year 7 

with 226 achievement points, demonstrating 

Teddington’s values of endeavour, innovation, 

responsibility, empathy and integrity.  

 

Tutor group with the highest conduct score  

Congratulations to 7AM and their form tutor 

Ms Morozgalska for achieving the highest 

conduct score of all the tutor groups. You have 

been recognised by so many of your teachers 

this year for your positive attitude to learning. 

A huge well done to you all. Continue to strive 

for this success in Year 8!   

 

 

 

 

Mr Hole – Assistant Head of Year  

This year has thrown many challenges at us but 

the year 7s have been incredibly resilient and 

positive with their handling of the situation. 

They have all come a long way in their 

Teddington journeys, with year 8 fast 

approaching them now. It has been a pleasure 

working as Assistant Head of Year for this year 

group as well as teaching a great numbers of 

the students German. The year 7 Ultimate 

Frisbee club has also been a particular highlight 

for me as we have seen participation grow 

constantly. Students have developed their 

Ultimate skills greatly and it is great to see such 

keenness towards the sport. I hope everyone 

has a lovely restful break and I look forward to 

teaching and working with many of the 

students again in the future. 

 

Messages from Year 7 Form Tutors  

 

Ms O’Hanlon – 7RO 

A massive well done to 7RO for navigating their 

way through an incredibly challenging year. 

You have shown great endeavour through 

everything that you have done this year, 

whether that be virtual or face to face learning. 

The biggest of congratulations to Ethan, for 

having the best conduct score in the form, with 

175 points (as I write this). I hope you all have 

a restful summer holidays and take the time to 

reflect on all that you have achieved this year. 

I am very much looking forward to welcoming 

you back in September as year 8 students! 

 

Ms Barrows – 7MB 

Well done to 7MB who have been continuing 

to work hard right until the end of the year. I 

have been so impressed this term by your 

positive attitude towards learning and the way 

you have made an effort to get involved in 

both classroom and extra-curricular activities. 

By taking opportunities to be involved in clubs 

and competition you have shown dedication 

and passion for your interests and hopefully 
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have been able to strengthen some friendships 

along the way. I hope you have a wonderful 

break and come back ready to shine as brightly 

as you have in year 7! 

 

Mr Galbraith – 7AG  

7AG have put in a stellar effort this year, really 

getting involved with lots of extracurricular 

and curricular activities. I have been very 

impressed with their resilience, courtesy, and 

fortitude that they have shown this year and 

am looking forward to seeing how they 

develop in Year 8. They have had to go through 

a great deal of change and have progressed 

through it very well, always keeping their 

spirits up and working at their highest levels. It 

has been a real pleasure to be their tutor this 

year and I wish them all a relaxing and 

enjoyable summer.  

 

Mr Taylor – 7JT  

Well done to 7JT on completing a brilliant first 

year at Teddington School! Their resilience has 

been tested right to the end, but I am 

incredibly proud of the way each member of 

the group has gone into each day with a 

positive attitude and given 100% effort. I have 

been so impressed with the friendships formed 

and kindness shown amongst the group and 

this feature in particularly has made me really 

proud to be your form tutor. I hope you all 

have a wonderful summer and come back 

feeling rested and ready to tackle the new 

school year in September!  

 

Ms Morozgalska – 7AM  

Well, we made it to the end of the year! Well 

done 7AM. I am so very proud of your hard 

work and focus again this term. We have had 

some really tough situations to overcome and 

yet you have come through it with your usual 

resilience and style! I am particularly 

impressed with the way you have embraced so 

many extra-curricular activities and taken part 

in the wider school community. 

This year has been like no other and I am really 
looking forward to welcoming you back in 
September as 8AM. No longer the youngest in 
the school. I am also sure that you will continue 
to demonstrate our core values with the new 
Year 7s. 

I hope that you will enjoy the ‘downtime’ over 
the summer and return refreshed and ready to 
embrace the new challenges of Year 8. Take 
very good care of yourselves and each other. 

Ms Balepo – 7TB 

Well done 7TB! You made it to the end of a 

very difficult and ever-changing year. I am 

proud of how you have settled into secondary 

school life and have formed close bonds with 

other students in our class. Most of you have 

demonstrated the values of the school every 

single day in every single lesson, and you 

should be very proud of that. I am looking 

forward to seeing how you adjust to Year 8 

students next year and I am confident that you 

will be able to step up to the challenge.  

Mr Upstone – 7PU  

I would just like to say thank you very much 

and congratulations to all of 7PU for your 

fantastic first year at Teddington School. I have 

really enjoyed being your tutor this year and 

seeing you grow in confidence as you became 

more accustomed to your surroundings. I have 

seen all aspects of your personalities during 

tutor time this year, you've shown humour, 

understanding, compassion, intelligence and 

insight and I look forward to seeing these 

things grow and develop over the coming 

years. I hope that you enjoy your summer, 

safely and responsibly, but enjoy the time with 

your families and the experiences that you will 

have. I look forward to seeing you all in 

September. 

Ms Wijesuriya – 7DW  
I am really proud of how you have adapted to 

life at Teddington school, but also to this year’s 
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special circumstances. The vast majority of you 

have consistently demonstrated all our school 

values and we all should be very proud!  

I hope you enjoy your summer holiday and I 
look forward to seeing you next September 
when you start year 8. 

Welcome from Head of Year 8 

I am delighted to be taking on the role as Head 
of Year 8 and am looking forward to leading the 
year group. I am an experienced teacher and 
Teddington School and have been Head of Year 
11 for the two previous academic years, 
leading them through the challenges of COVID 
and the implementation on Teacher Assessed 
Grades. I am really looking forward to moving 
into Key Stage 3 and working with our younger 
students. I appreciate the year group have 
faced lots of challenges in Year 7 due to 
lockdowns and the introduction of ‘bubbles’. 
However, I hope to provide more stability in 
Year 8 and support the students with their 
continued academic progress. 

 

Notices for next year 

Please ensure students return to school in 

correct uniform and fully equipped for 

learning. You can find information regarding 

uniform and equipment expectations on our 

website here and here.  

 

Teachers will be placing work on MS Teams for 

each subject for students to complete over the 

summer break and a suggested reading list will 

also be shared with the year group.  

 

We look forward to welcoming all students 

back to school on Friday 3 September. Until 

then, we wish you all a safe and relaxing 

summer with your loved ones!  

 

 

Hollie Pleavin 

Head of Year 7 

HPleavin@teddingtonschool.org  

 

 

https://www.teddingtonschool.org/941/uniform
https://sway.office.com/TheKTkF5g5sMTdGb?ref=email&loc=play
mailto:HPleavin@teddingtonschool.org

