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8 March 2021  
Dear Families 

 
Year 11 and Year 13 grade awards 2021 

 
Last week we heard from the Secretary of State for Education about his exam consultation with Ofqual 
which took place during January. We promised we would explain what this would mean for you as soon 
as possible. We are going to work backwards because we think it will help you understand this letter and 
the information it contains.  
 

▪ On 10 August 2021 and 12 August 2021, students will receive ‘teacher-assessed’ grades for their 
A level and GCSE (and equivalent) courses, respectively. They will not have taken formal 
examinations.  
 

▪ Schools will submit the grades by 18 June 2021, and as long as the exam boards are satisfied that 
the school has followed correct procedures in arriving at the grades, they will not change them. 
The accountability is now firmly on us to get it right for our students. Well before this date, we 
will have applied rigorous scrutiny and moderation: at teacher, department, school, and Trust 
level. To do this, we need to consider a range of evidence for each student for each subject. This 
evidence can include, but is not limited to: 
 

▪ Classwork, coursework assignments, or tests (both past and future) 
▪ The results of mock exams 
▪ Student responses to externally set questions from exam boards 

 
▪ All schools are required to confirm that students have been taught enough content in each 

subject so they can progress to their next stage of education, so that will be our focus for most of 
this half term.  However, towards the end of the term each subject will start to deliver focused 
revision lessons. 
 

▪ These revision lessons will help prepare students for classroom-based assessments that will take 
place during HT5.  These are not mock examinations.  Students will continue to follow their usual 
timetable and will be informed when they will have in-class assessments. 

 
We are sure you will have many questions about this process, and we will continue to communicate with 
you over the coming weeks and months to address these.  The Ofqual technical consultation closes on 11 
March and final guidance will be published at the end of March.  In the meantime, here are some answers 
to frequency asked questions: 
 

1. When will you stop gathering evidence? 



 

Overall, some weeks before June 18. However, our internal moderation process may require 
some students to be given a chance to show more evidence right up until that date.  

 
2. Will you use the exam-style questions set by the exam boards and how will that work? 

Yes, we will almost certainly be using them in some shape or form. These far less formal 
assessments will include a range of questions based on the content that students have been 
taught. There is no date on which they have to be completed. They are taken in class and 
marked in school. They will form part of our evidence base rather than being the only source. 
Finally, they offer a sense of occasion, or rite of passage, to mark the ending of one stage of 
students’ lives.  
 

3. How can you ensure that different schools give fair grades? 
If we submit data that is not in line with how we have performed in the past or is completely 
out of line with what other similar schools have submitted, the exam boards will ask very 
awkward questions. It will be impossible to hide grade inflation, or a reliance on data from 
mock exams that were taken at home, for example.  As part of the quality assurance process, 
schools are advised to use their own proven track records to look at forecasting models 
comparing the exam performance of groups of students of similar profiles.  

 
4. My child has special arrangements when taking exams. How will you ensure that this is taken 

into account? 
Heads of Department will have to include in students’ evidence portfolios how they have met 
the needs of students who qualify for access arrangements. This will form part of the 
moderation process. 

 
We will be drawing up a timeline of events once Heads of Department have been consulted and will 
publish it as soon as possible. We know you would like us to finalise a leaving date and we will include 
that if at all possible. 
 
Finally, please do bear in mind how quickly things can and do change. We have not yet seen a return to 
school, and while we firmly hope that this will see the beginning of the end of lockdown, we have all 
grown accustomed to plans changing. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Kathy Pacey 
Headteacher 
 


