
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Question and Answers from the Year 11 Live Event on 31 March 2021  
Teacher Assessed Grades 

 
 
Assessments are still exams technically. What is the difference? Just how they are done, i.e. exam 
conditions? 
 
When we think of exams, we think of an exam hall, exam desks, and all of the JCQ requirements of exams 
met to the letter. Assessments are smaller stakes. They are shorter and might be bits of chopped up 
papers rather than an exam that lasts for a long time. Assessments take place in the classroom and 
although are in test conditions, do not have the formality of exams.  
 
Will there be a check on if one teacher is more generous with grades than another teacher who is 
teaching the same subject?  
 
We are building in moderation to our weekly training for teachers; it is important that the teachers are 
all marking to the same standard, and this will be quality assured by line managers who are on the senior 
leadership team.  
 
What happens if a student tests positive during the assessment 5-week period? Will they be penalised? 
 
We will look at this on a case-by-case basis and act appropriately, but no student will be penalised. In the 
JCQ guidance, there is information about mitigating circumstances due to covid, so no student should 
worry about their grades being affected.  
 
Is there any support over the Easter holiday if there are any questions regarding the work that is to be 
assessed?  
 
We have thought very carefully about whether to offer any provision during the Easter holidays. We 
decided that everyone needs a break; staff and students. We have an intense term ahead and it is 
important that students take time to rest and relax and complete any work or revision that they feel 
would benefit them. Teachers also need time to ‘switch off’. 
 
Who do we contact if there is any reason your child cannot attend an assessment? 
Please use the usual channels. Either call the absence line or email info@teddingtonschool.org and it will 
be marked on the register so the class teacher will see it. 
 
What percentage split grades between coursework, assessment, and mocks?  
 
There is no formula to award the grade and it is not as simple to divide evidence into a percentage of the 
grade. We will consider a range of evidence and each piece contributes to the grade, but we will consider 
each student individually rather than use any type of calculation. 
 
 
You mention past assessments, can you reassure us you will not be basing any grades on SATs results 
from year 6 as you used these to set targets?  
 
Absolutely not. Target grades generated from year 6 SATs will not be used; they have a place to guide 
teachers on the students’ ability however these awarded grades are based on the evidence that we have. 

 



 

What is the work experience package that you are offering? And why now? 

Work experience is something that we encourage, and this is a good time to do it. The teachers will need 

time to moderate and input the grades before the half term, and students are unlikely to be motivated 

to continue with their studies knowing that the process is over, so this is what we have decided to do. We 

will launch this package with the students after Easter and it is all completed virtually through an 

app/browser. 

Are there mocks or "exams" as opposed to assessments? 
 
Mocks are run ups for real exams, and as they are definitely cancelled, there will be no exams this year, 
we will do no exams of any nature, just assessments. 

 

Will the data from the mocks be used to form part of the TAGS? 
 
Yes, mock examination grades will be one form of evidence used to award the students’ grades. It is 
important to remember that students will not get a grade from an individual piece of evidence. Each piece 
is like a piece of a jigsaw and informs the grade.  

 

Will the QA process involve teachers from their other subjects cross-checking grades to add another 
objective view? 
 
The objective view will be from SLT for each department. Then the head of year and Alison McGrandles 
will look at each student across all of their subjects, and then the next stage is the deputy headteacher 
and the headteacher, before the Bourne Education Trust. We have several layers of quality assurance that 
were successful last year and we will use again. 
 

Do students need to revise over the Easter break? 

Students do need to revise over the Easter break so that they shine the brightest that they can do in these 
assessments. We will send a schedule to families with details of each assessment, and we will help to 
prepare the students in the lessons, but any additional preparation completed at home can only benefit 
the students. 
 
What support will be provided for students who have extra time? 
 
Any student who has extra time (or access arrangements of any kind) will have them for any assessments.  
 
Any plans with regards assembly or presentations or prom? 
 
We are looking into this at the moment as we so desperately want to celebrate with the students! We 
will be able to do something but we are unsure of the details as yet. It is very unlikely that we will be able 
to use an external venue to host the prom that we would have liked, but we will definitely mark the 
occasion in some way. 
 
How will you stop the students telling each other what is in the assessments? 
 
We will be discouraging students from telling other students what is in each assessment but it is difficult 
to stop them from doing this. We have tried to streamline most of the assessments for each subject on 
the same day, but this hasn’t always been possible.  
 



 

Will students have to wear face masks during the assessments? 
 
It depends on whether the guidance changes; at the moment students are encouraged to wear masks 
until Easter inside the classroom and we will follow this until told otherwise. 
 
Will this year’s students be restricted by previous years grades? For example if a 9 hasn't been achieved 
before in a particular subject does that mean a 9 is impossible this year? 
 
Absolutely not, students will receive the grades which they deserve. 
 
During the 5 weeks are we able to have dialogue with teachers. I know they can't discuss grades, but 
can they give specific advice / guidance through the assessment process on what students can do to 
help themselves acheive a better grade. 
 
I'm afraid that would be really hard to do. Teachers will be supporting students with revision for the 
assessments that they are completing, and they will be well prepared, but it would be hard to respond to 
parents in that time effectively. We will communicate directly with the students through this time. 
 
For the 5 weeks of assessments will all students attend school for normal school day as it currently 
stands, or will their school hours differ in these weeks?  
 
It is a normal school day for all students. When they are not completing an assessment in a lesson, they 
will be revising and preparing for assessments coming up. 
 


