
Dear Students and Families 
 
I hope that your family are keeping well and staying at home. I’m sure that you will have concerns 
over what will happen when we come back to school, so hopefully this letter will alleviate some of 
those fears. I will address this letter primarily to the students. 
 
The current situation is unprecedented and not how we would have predicted your year 10 would 
come to an end.  You were gaining momentum and beginning the preparations for your year 10 exams, 
and now you must work in a very different way. We fully appreciate that this is most unusual, and it 
will require you to work independently and keep up your self-motivation. I urge you to do this. You 
are likely to have days when you have little drive and days when you find the work set overwhelming. 
Our message to you is to do what you can and try to work to a schedule that you control.  
 
The senior leadership team are constantly in discussions about your year group, and how we can best 
support you to fill in whatever gaps may arise from this period of home learning. We don’t have all 
the answers yet, but we will do, and we will do our utmost to make sure that you get the best possible 
experience in year 11 if not before. We will make sure that you are supported to achieve the best that 
you can.  
 
The year 10 exams will not take place in a formal setting. Your teachers are setting you work that will 
be a combination of continuing with the planned curriculum and preparing for a test. It is highly likely 
that teachers will be setting you assessments to do at home and that you will have some kind of 
feedback on them; they might upload the mark scheme, a paper they have completed themselves or 
ask you to upload it so that they can have a look at it. We will bring your mock exam period forward 
in year 11 to allow for two full mock sittings, if we feel that would benefit you. The first one will be in 
the autumn term. We will send you further updates after Easter. 
 
It is essential, at this time, for you to communicate with your teachers. Send them messages on SMHW 
email them, or make contact via Google Classroom, but please do so respectfully. Your teachers are 
working extremely hard in a new way to make sure that you can keep learning at home. Please upload 
your work and join the year 10 Google Classroom to see updates (tt7cbq6) from Ms Pollard. 
 
Best of luck with home learning and keep in contact with us. Please do keep yourselves safe and follow 
the government guidelines. COVID-19 has been described as an invisible killer, so put your health and 
the health of those around you to the top of your priority list and stay inside. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mrs Karen Barham 
 
Deputy Headteacher 


