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2 April 2020 

 

Dear Families 

 

Thank you so much for your support over the last few weeks. The changes in how and when 

students learn has been new for all parties, and we are really grateful for the emails and pictures 

that are being sent in. Please keep doing this! 

 

Some parents have expressed concern about the amount of work being set, particular in years 

7, 8 and 9. We started with the opinion of ‘it’s better to have too much than too little’, but having 

listened to your concerns, this may be overwhelming for students. You all have been doing a 

super job navigating SMHW, but we will now respond to this by setting no new work in the week 

beginning 20th April for years 7, 8 or 9, straight after Easter and have a ‘consolidation week’. It is 

really important that students and families get some time away from the expectation of completing 

schoolwork, hence why the Easter holidays is not an appropriate time to catch up on anything 

outstanding. For those who have managed to complete the work set, there is an option to 

complete a Universal Learning Guide, which is an independent project, based on a topic of 

choice. For others with work outstanding, this time can be used to go back and make sure that 

the work has been completed rather than starting anything new. Your tutor will still check in with 

you during the first week back.  

 

Following this, we will readjust the expectations of how much work needs to be completed at 

home. It is up to you how you structure your days at home, but in reality, we would hope for: 

 

• 3-4 hours of work a day 

• Time to do some exercise (we love Joe Wicks’ workout in school) 

• A walk outside 

• Time to read/pick something from the alternative curriculum document 

•  

Teachers are setting work by the week to ensure flexibility in your family, and in their own. They 

will set work for the week rather than by the lesson, so even though you may have several 

languages lessons a week, your teachers will set you work that will not take more than two hours. 

Your schedule could look something like this. 

 

 

 

 



 

8-9 Breakfast 

9.00 – 9.30 Joe Wicks Joe Wicks Joe Wicks Joe Wicks Joe Wicks 

9.30 – 11.00 English Maths Science English Maths 

11.00 – 

11.30 

Break 

11.30 – 

13.00 

History Geography MFL Science DT 

13.00 – 

14.00 

Lunch 

14.00 – 

15.00 

Computer 

Science 

Drama 

and/or Music 

RS Art PE/ PSHE 

 

The estimated amount of time your child should be spending on a subject will be: 

 

English, Maths and Science 2 – 3 hours  

History, Geography, MFL 1 – 2 hours 

Computer science, drama, music, RS, art, 

DT, PE 

30 mins – 1 hour 

 

We understand that on some weeks, not everything will be possible to complete, and teachers 

are mindful of the variation in home circumstances so your child should not worry; working 

independently is very different from working in a classroom and teachers are acutely aware of 

this. 

 

Thank you again for all that you are doing at home. I hope that you have a restful Easter and 

enjoy sometime as a family. Keep safe and well. 

 

Your sincerely 

 

 

Karen Barham 

Deputy Headteacher 

 


