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26 June 2020 

 

Dear Families  

 

Hope you are all well and you have enjoyed the sunshine this week.  

 

We know you will be starting to consider the start of term in September and how you can 

prepare for it. We are working hard to plan for different possible options for the September start 

depending on Government guidelines.  We will issue a statement following the governors’ 

meeting on 7 July to share our plans, which will be subject to change as guidelines change. 

 

Training 

 

During this next week, staff will be receiving training on the use of Microsoft Teams ready for 

September. Regardless of whether or not it will be a full or partial return, we want to adopt 

Teams into our curriculum planning for future use as it can be used effectively for setting 

assignments and providing assessment and feedback.  

 

Another area of training will be within departments, preparing their curriculum for September. 

We are very conscious that we must catch up lost learning due to the pandemic and reduce the 

learning gap between different groups of students. Equally we are as committed as ever to 

driving students forward in their learning to achieve their very best potential outcomes. This will 

need to be carefully and thoughtfully planned for, in all subjects, across all year groups. We will 

be sending home a list of times when departments will be scheduled to work on this in school 

over the final weeks.  

 

Feedback 

 

I am aware that some of the feedback has been mixed during this period. Therefore, I am 

asking staff to try and complete at least one Google Meet with their classes before the end of 

the term. Please keep an eye out for your Google Meet invitation.  

 

We understand that you would like to have feedback on the progress your child has made since 

they were last at school, but we cannot assess progress reliability when students are not in 

school and not working in their usual classroom environment.  We have, however, reminded all 

staff that each student should receive some written formative feedback on a piece of work this 

half term, in line with our school policy.  Please also be assured that we are working very 



 

proactively on the assessment and reporting calendar for the next academic year so that we 

can give reliable feedback on progress as soon as possible. 

 

Results day 

 

We are in the process of planning the arrangements for results day. We will have more 

information for year 11 and year 13 families next week.  

 

Notice from our Police Liaison Officer 

 

Safer Schools Police Officer Input 26 June 2020 

 

If you have responsibility for children or young people, then the great weather and relaxation of 

the rules around lockdown must be a welcome relief to get them out of the house 

again.  However, can we please remind you that there are still rules in place to restrict the 

spreading of Covid 19.  Children and young people must not gather in more than 6 and must 

keep 2 metres apart from their friends (or one metre plus with some protection from the 4 

July).   Recently there has been an increase in children and young people ignoring the rules 

and gathering in large groups that have no social distancing.  While children and young people 

are rarely adversely affected by the virus, they can still spread it among the general population 

that they come into contact with including the elderly and vulnerable.  If they continue to ignore 

the rules, then there is a real possibility that the infection rate could again increase which could 

mean a second lockdown just as strict as the first one.  Obviously, this will have a direct effect 

on children and young people by increasing the restrictions on when they could go out and who 

they could meet. 

 

There has also been a significant increase in large gatherings (sometimes called raves or block 

parties) which are very unsafe for young people since they are not regulated and attract a 

significant criminal element. 

 

If the child or young person who you have responsibility for is going out, make sure you know 

where they are going and who they are going to see and remind them of the rules and the 

consequences of not following them.  It is great to enjoy the sunshine and see friends, but 

please do it sensibly. 

 

Swimming in the River Thames – WARNING 

 

On the 24 June 2020 at around 5pm myself and other police officers attended Teddington Lock 

and the surrounding areas going onto the River Thames. 

We saw around 200+ young people meeting up in smaller groups and with many swimming and 

some jumping from bridges and platforms into the river. Some of these were Teddington 

School students. This is very dangerous for many reasons; including but not limited to:  

 

- Hidden objects dumped into the river (just recently a motorbike was pulled out near the 

lock) which could trap or injure people 



 

- Under currents which are strong and can cause death to even the strongest swimmers 

- People jumping on top of each other when people are still in the water 

- Shock to the body when young people jump in due to the change in temperature and 

cold water 

- Boats and other river users cause further hazards, propellers, discarded fishing 

equipment etc. 

 

At least 2 people have recently died in the river nearby and we do not want your children to 

come to harm. 

 

Police will patrol the area, but please can we spread the word and keep your children safe. 

 

Donations 

 

Thank you so much for your generosity. The uniform box was almost full at the end of each day 

this week. The PTA will get these ready for sale during the week of the 6 July. A very big thank 

you also to those families that have been able to donate some IT equipment to the school. We 

very much appreciate it and it has been making a difference already to student learning and 

engagement.   

 

Thank you for your continued support.  

 

Enjoy your weekend.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Ms Pacey 

Headteacher 


