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Dear Families 

 

Firstly, I hope that you and your families have all had a safe and positive Easter break and first 

week back. This is the first of my weekly letters this term which will be sent every Friday. The 

purpose of this communication is to not only touch base with families, but also highlight what each 

year group have been focusing on and stay informed about all developments, both internally and 

from the government.  

 

Year groups (in addition to timetabled lessons) 

 

Year 7 

Students have been asked to reflect on the things they are grateful for, taking the opportunity of 

some time at home to remind themselves of the many positives in their lives. Following on from 

this, students have been looking to how they can support others through this difficult time; 

writing letters to our upcoming year 6 students and by “Lightening the Load” for their own 

families with a whole range of different challenges. Have you seen any evidence of this? Maybe 

you had an impromptu cup of tea or found a room in the house had been vacuumed without 

having to ask. #takingresponsibilty.  

 

Year 8 

Students have been asked to display empathy to the more vulnerable residents in the 

community by writing to care homes in the local area. This has been gratefully received by the 

two care homes that have both said it has delighted the residents during this difficult time. We 

are still waiting on responses. This week, students have been set a ’10 days 10 activities’ 

challenge. After showing empathy for the community, they now have to recognise the difficulties 

at home and how we can overcome them. The activities set are designed to help them learn 

something enjoyable, do some exercise, or help their parents with work around the house. 

Lastly, they have been asked to send Mr Thorne any work they are particularly proud of in 

exchange for rewards. Have you seen anything spectacular that you think should be shared? If 

so, please forward on to Mr Thorne. 

 

Year 9 

Year 9 have been given the challenge of practising a skill that will be highly valuable to them as 

they move forward in to KS4 in their core subjects, and one which is perhaps underappreciated 

in the digital world: memorisation.  Accordingly, Mr Golding has launched a competition for them 

to memorise and record themselves reciting a Shakespearean soliloquy by half-term.  To get 



 

them started, Mr Golding recorded his own soliloquy and this week he has done another and 

provided a commentary which he will be adding to regularly over the next few weeks to give 

year 9 students plenty of ideas. 

 

Year 10 

In year 10 we have been focussing on equipping our young people with the new independent 

study skills required of them to continue to consolidate existing knowledge and techniques in 

order to continue to make progress.  We are also supporting them to develop the confidence to 

become their own facilitators of learning.  The emphasis is on being positive and creating 

achievable and realistic long-term goals in order to be as prepared as possible for the onset of 

both internal and external public examinations.  Students are encouraged to use social groups 

to help and support each other with both learning and maintaining a healthy state of well-

being.  Families have been incredibly supportive and are also accessing examination and study 

skill websites and resources in order to continue to encourage this amazing cohort of young 

people at this vital stage in their academic lives.  

 

Year 11 

For year 11 the focus has been on providing information about the new GCSE grading system 

working tirelessly to ensure our students receive the GCSE grades they deserve. They have all 

been told to think about their next steps and to start preparing for future courses. The school will 

soon be sharing A Level work from a range of disciplines and offering advice for those students 

following alternative pathways. We are due to launch ‘11.5’ on May 4th which is where we shift 

our focus on to either A level study or their alternative pathway, we are currently working on 

some A level taster sessions and further reading. Year 11 have had the opportunity to complete 

the first lesson from Innervate regarding moving forward Post 16. Year 11 and 13 students have 

been asked to complete a google form on Show My Homework to register for a careers 

interview, please make sure that this is completed.  

 

Some students have contacted members of staff about whether there is a need to continue their 

studies and the impact it will possibly have on final grades. Students have also contacted staff 

about whether they still need to complete outstanding coursework. The guidance we have 

received is that the completion of this final stage of a course will not be considered when 

attributing grades, so students can consider their GCSE courses as completed now. Please find 

the guidance here. 

 

Year 12 & 13 

For our sixth formers, as well as working hard on preparing for University and apprenticeships, 

they have been taking time out to focus on enrichment activities which can add value to their 

lives, both now and in the future. They have been listening to new podcasts and audiobooks of 

modern classic literature, going for solo walks to spot the signs of spring blossoming around us 

and watching TED talks on young adulthood. Most importantly they have also taken up 

opportunities to begin free university level courses in a range of areas, including Criminology, 

Global Healthcare and Social Enterprise. Please note that students do not require a 

commitment to study these courses, they are taster sessions which anyone can engage with. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/how-gcses-as-a-levels-will-be-awarded-in-summer-2020


 

Home learning  

Following the Government’s recent announcement of a further three weeks of lockdown, home 

learning has begun again. If students are struggling with the suggested timetable, then they can 

follow their own daily school timetable, this may be useful for our students lower down in the 

school. The lessons are provided for the daily timetable and put on Show My Homework on a 

Friday. Staff are uploading them daily as well. For some students who may be sharing computers 

at home on a rota system, completing the daily timetable may not be possible so please follow or 

adapt your timetable as suits your family situation. Staff will ask for certain pieces of work to be 

submitted for marking and feedback, so always make a note of these deadlines and work to them 

accordingly, as you would with homework set at the end of a lesson in school. Many teachers are 

uploading recordings in PowerPoints which makes the file large. If you are opening the 

PowerPoints in Google Classroom, please make sure that you download them to ensure that you 

hear or see the teacher. 

 

Your tutor will touch base with you every Monday to check how you are getting on. We do daily 

checks on engagement and we know who is logging-on, and when, via our internal reports, which 

we are monitoring closely. Our pastoral team are working with those students that are not 

engaging daily. If you have questions about your lessons or are struggling with any points you do 

not understand, please email your subject teacher directly and they will get back to you. Staff 

contacts can be found here. They are all working at home and will respond. Please do bear in 

mind that staff are working hard on their submissions to Ofqual regarding awarding final grades 

for year 11 and year 13. The school continues to be open to key worker and vulnerable children. 

If this provision is relevant to you, please contact the school info@teddingtonschool.org. We will 

continue to keep you updated of any developments in the Government’s advice and guidance. 

 

Feed-back 

The Heads of Departments have identified common approaches to feed-back which I have asked 

them to share with families directly. Again, if you are struggling and need to ask a question, please 

email your subject teacher.  

 

Free School Meals 

The system is up and running although there are still virtual queues at various stages along the 

process. The company are working 24/7 to process all the requests. In one day, this week £4 

million was claimed in vouchers so extremely high numbers are being dealt with nationally. 

Parents have been very supportive despite sharing our frustrations with the scheme. Next week 

Aldi supermarket will be a new option to select from in the choice of supermarkets to redeem 

the vouchers. 

 

Supporting home learning 

I know that home learning is not easy for you and your children. We are asking you to teach, often 

to different year groups and at differentiated levels, skills which can take qualified teachers’ years 

to practise and perfect. There is no fixed formula to making it successful. For example, within our 

own school-based learning for key worker and vulnerable children, we spend 3 x 1-hour sessions 

on learning; 1 hour on mindfulness (quiz/word search/board games) and 1 hour on enrichment 

(physical activities/arts/crafts).  

file:///C:/Users/Kathy/Downloads/Work-after-Easter-02.02.20.pdf
https://teddingtonschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Teddington-School-All-Staff-Email-Addresses-March-2020.pdf?ts=1587739535
Different%20ways%20departments%20are%20feeding%20back.docx


 

 

The school has taken your feed-back seriously and as a result we are making our lessons more 

interactive. As of today, teachers will be uploading online lessons that will involve teacher 

video/audio input, explaining any complex concepts and engaging students more in their learning. 

During the lesson, students can email teachers directly and teachers will respond. I have heard 

that printing is difficult for some families, so the school has reduced the printing demand for 

students. All learning will continue to be set on our usual educational platform, Show My 

Homework. 

 

The school continues to develop its home learning provision to ensure students are provided with 

a range of learning activities and styles. There are some really great alternative resources for 

lessons on https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize and https://www.thenational.academy/ 

 

Student Well-being 

Tutors are already in regular contact with their tutees and this form of communication will continue 

whilst home learning is in place. However, if your child needs to talk to someone at school about 

a serious matter, please encourage contact with the Head of Year. Additionally, the COVID 19 tab 

on the school’s website provides links, ideas, support for you and your child to support all your 

well-being. Also, please find some guidance here. I will continue to communicate regularly and 

inform you of any further changes and on-going developments. The Trust will also be writing to 

all families shortly. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Stay well and safe.  

 

 
Ms Pacey 

Headteacher 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.thenational.academy/
file:///C:/Users/Kathy/Downloads/Easy_read_looking_after_your_feelings_and_body.pdf

