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10 July 2020 

 

Dear Families 

 

September: Full opening of school  

 

I hope you are all well.  

 

I am writing to inform you of the school’s plans to open to all students in September. Guided by 

the most recent Government publication, the school has drawn up specific plans to enable 

learning by reducing the contact between different year groups: maximising distancing between 

those in school and minimising potential contamination as far as practically possible. The plans 

follow current Government guidance; should this change during the holiday period; the school will 

duly inform you of any amendments to arrangements. This communication provides an overview 

of the plans and a separate communication will be sent in due course to each year group detailing 

specific and relevant information.  

 

The September return to school for all students is hugely welcomed by us all, but in order to make 

this a viable and sustainable option it is crucial that appropriate arrangements are in place and 

understood by the whole school community. Our school will look and feel different to students. 

To support them, my staff and I will do as much as possible to maintain an environment conducive 

to learning that will embody safety, well-being, education, and inclusivity.  

 

In addition to safety and staff, our priorities are the curriculum and restoring good learning habits. 

We understand there will be gaps in students’ knowledge and skills and are taking this into 

account with our planning. It is likely that practical subjects will cover more theory-based work 

initially. 

 

To enable our return in September, all staff will return to school on Tuesday 1 September. Our 

staff conference will focus on the school’s plans to support students returning to school. Year 7 

and Year 12 students will return to school on Thursday 3 September at 8:40am via the Broom 

Road gate entrance and all remaining year groups will return on Friday 4 September. See below 

for the times when we will welcome each year group back to school: 

 

Thursday 3 September Years 7 and 12  8:40 am 

Friday 4 September Year 7, 8 and 12  8:40 am 

 Year 9 and 11 10:00 am 

 Year 10 and 13 11.30 am 



 

 

School will finish at 2pm as normal. Please can we ask that students do not arrive to school early 

on any day until further notice as they will not be allowed in the building until 8:30am. The 

students, guided by staff, will be expected to go directly to their new form rooms - these will be 

communicated to you separately by your Head of Year. All students will be expected to be in full 

school uniform. All students will start lessons at 8:40am on Monday 7 September. Students must 

ensure they arrive at 8:30am to begin tutor time at 8:40am.  All students will follow their full 

timetable each day.  

 

To minimise movement around the school, year groups will be taught within a year group ‘bubble.’ 

This will mean that they will not move around school and interact with other year groups during 

transition to lessons or at break and lunchtime. Each year group will be based in one geographical 

area of the school and have tutor time, assembly and most lessons within the classrooms located 

within this area. This means that teachers will move to the classroom to teach the lessons. 

However, lessons such as PE will be taught in subject specialist areas. This will be made possible 

by year groups being taught separately and at different times. Between the different teaching 

times for each year group there will be a stringent cleaning routine of teaching areas and 

equipment.  

 

Within the classroom, desks will be forward facing. Teachers will follow social distancing 

recommendations between students and other members of staff. Sanitisers will be made 

available in each zoned area and students will be expected to make use of this provision. 

Students are expected to bring and to use their own stationery. There is no expectation for 

students to wear face coverings.  

 

Break and lunch times will be staggered at different times and locations, each year group will 

have a dedicated food servery point and recreation area. Toilets will be clearly labelled for 

exclusive use by a year group and will have a heightened and frequent cleaning routine. Water 

fountains will be open, but students will only be able to fill up their own water bottle and not drink 

from the water fountains.   

 

The end of school will continue to be at 3pm, and 2pm on Fridays and staff will support a phased 

departure from the school building. Extra-curricular activities will be on hold until we have further 

guidance.  

 

Parents will only be allowed on site for emergencies or pre-booked meetings. Please accept that 

staff are not going to be available to meet with parents in the same way as before and so, where 

possible, virtual meetings and phone calls will be scheduled.  

 

I want to thank you all for the donations of school uniform. The PTA were selling second hand 

uniform all week and sales have been busy. At the suggestion of the PTA, uniform donation boxes 

will be made available during locker item collection this week as you may still have uniform to 

donate. Thank you in advance for your generosity.  

 

I hope the summary of our plans for September will reassure you that the school is preparing for 

all students returning safely and the school will update its risk assessments accordingly.  Please 

read, carefully the year group guidance that will be sent to families before the start of the Autumn 



 

 

term and talk through these arrangements with students at home. We all need to fully support a 

successful return to school. I would like to draw to your attention to the government’s instruction 

that attendance to school will be compulsory for all students in September, except clinically 

extremely vulnerable students, for which we will require a medical letter.  Please find some 

guidance here.  

 

Below my letter is PC Paul’s weekly update, this week it is regarding awareness of social media 

dares. 

 

A final letter will be sent out before the end of term on 17 July.  

 

Have a good week. 

 

 
K Pacey 

Headteacher 

 

 

Safer Schools Police Officer Input Early July 2020 

  

Urgent – Growing concerns around Social Media dares (Instagram etc.) 

  

Dear Families 

  

We know the internet can be a harmful place if not properly regulated and some people use this 

to send harmful ideas to young people. 

 

Please be aware of the resurfacing of the ‘Blue Whale Challenge’ and other types of social 

media dares which encourage and even threaten young people to take risks or ‘dares’.  

Previously these have sadly resulted in self-harm and even linked to suicide of children. 

  

The dares can start of fairly-mildly and then escalate to violent, threatening behaviour, self-

harm, or suicide. 

  

The method employed by people most likely from miles away or even another country is to 

contact your child through their social media, the most recent platform has been Instagram but 

the crime has been linked to multiple other social media applications in the past. From there 

the suspect can also hack into social media accounts and gain personal information about the 

victim and cause further issues for all those affected. 

  

Please use the following crime prevention advice for social media dares, their targeting of 

children and other cyber-crimes: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term


 

 

  

• Report any issues to police, call 999 in an emergency 

• Be mindful of signs for self-harm, marks, scars, and children found in possession of 

sharp or dangerous objects if these items go missing from the house 

• Make sure you know what your child is doing online and take an interest in what they 

are doing, ask to see what they do online as you just want to make sure they are safe 

• Most social media platforms have age restrictions about use anyway (Instagram and  

Facebook are 13 years old, Tik Tok is 16 years and above to name just a few) 

• Ensure your child social media is not a public profile, this can be changed via settings 

and will stop the amount of people able to contact your child or see their photos 

• If your child has hundreds or even thousands of ‘friends/followers’ then this can be  

dangerous as they are very unlikely to actually know all these people and some of these 

could be abusers 

• Block and report harmful or threatening messages to the social media site themselves. 

  

I will give follow up advice in school in person when things get back to some form of normal in 

the coming months. But I wanted to take this opportunity to give this advice when a lot of people 

and, also children will be using social media more. 

  

Stay safe  

 

Kind regards 

  

PC Paul 

 

 


