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The Government Guidance 
  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-catch-up-premium 

Children and young people across the country have experienced unprecedented disruption to their 
education as a result of coronavirus (COVID-19). Those from the most vulnerable and disadvantaged 
backgrounds will be among those hardest hit. The aggregate impact of lost time in education will be 
substantial, and the scale of our response must match the scale of the challenge. 

We know that we have the professional knowledge and expertise in the education system to ensure 
that children and young people recover and get back on track. Returning to normal educational 
routines as quickly as possible will be critical to our national recovery, and the government intends 
for schools and colleges to fully open in September. 

The government has announced £1 billion of funding to support children and young people to catch 
up. This includes a one-off universal £650 million catch-up premium for the 2020 to 2021 academic 
year to ensure that schools have the support they need to help all pupils make up for lost teaching 
time. 

Although all children have had their education disrupted by the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, it 
is likely that disadvantaged and vulnerable groups will have been hardest hit. That is why, alongside 
the universal catch-up premium, we are launching a £350 million National Tutoring Programme to 
provide additional, targeted support for those children and young people who need the most help. 

Funding allocation 

Schools’ allocations will be calculated on a per pupil basis, providing each mainstream school with a 
total of £80 for each pupil in years reception through to 11. 

Special, AP and hospital schools will be provided with £240 for each place for the 2020 to 2021 
academic year. 

We have applied additional weighting to specialist settings, recognising the significantly higher per 
pupil costs they face. 

This means a typical primary school of 200 pupils will receive £16,000 while a typical secondary 
school of 1,000 pupils will receive £80,000. Teddington School is receiving £87,000 

Use of Funds 

 
Schools should use this funding for specific activities to support their pupils to catch up for lost 
teaching over the previous months, in line with the guidance on curriculum expectations for the next 
academic year. 

Schools have the flexibility to spend their funding in the best way for their cohort and circumstances. 

To support schools to make the best use of this funding, the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) 
has published a coronavirus (COVID-19) support guide for schools with evidence-based approaches 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-catch-up-premium
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-3-curriculum-behaviour-and-pastoral-support
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-3-curriculum-behaviour-and-pastoral-support
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/#nav-covid-19-support-guide-for-schools1
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to catch up for all students. Schools should use this document to help them direct their additional 
funding in the most effective way. This could include, for example: 

• small group or one-to-one tuition (particularly through the National Tutoring 
Programme) 

• summer programmes to help re-engage pupils or extra teaching capacity from 
September 

Guidance to support the use of tuition will be published as part of wider National Tutoring 
Programme communications later in the summer. 

To support schools to implement their catch-up plans effectively, EEF has published the school 
planning guide: 2020 to 2021. This will provide further guidance on how schools should implement 
catch-up strategies when they return in September and supporting case studies to highlight effective 
practice. 

Accountability and Monitoring 

As with all government funding, school leaders must be able to account for how this money is being 
used to achieve our central goal of schools getting back on track and teaching a normal curriculum 
as quickly as possible. 

Given their role in ensuring schools spend funding appropriately and in holding schools to account 
for educational performance, governors and trustees should scrutinise schools’ approaches to catch-
up from September, including their plans for and use of catch-up funding. This should include 
consideration of whether schools are spending this funding in line with their catch-up priorities, and 
ensuring appropriate transparency for parents. 

The guidance on full opening sets out that Ofsted will conduct a programme of non-graded visits to 
some schools during the autumn. During these visits, inspectors will discuss how the school is 
bringing pupils back into full-time education – this may include plans schools have to spend their 
catch-up funding. 

Ofsted plans to resume routine inspections in January 2021, with the exact timing being kept under 
review. When routine inspections restart, Ofsted will make judgements about the quality of 
education being provided, and that will include how leaders are using their funding (including catch-
up funding) to ensure the curriculum has a positive impact on all pupils. 

Planned use of catch up provision 
  

At Teddington School we are going to take a tiered approach to the year’s planning.  

Wave 1 Teaching Quality first teaching for all 
Effective assessment 
Support with remote learning 
Support with enrichment 
Focusing on staff development 
Raising standards agenda 

Wave 2 Targeted Academic 
Support 

Careful identification 
Quality 1:1 and small group support 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/guide-to-supporting-schools-planning/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/guide-to-supporting-schools-planning/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
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Academic mentoring and tutoring 
Tas and targeted support 
Planning for SEND students 

Wave 3 Wider strategies Supporting students with SEMH needs 
Planning carefully with the careers provision 
Communication with parents 
Staggered alternative provision 
 

 

To support with these waves of intervention, additional resources will be purchased.  

School co-ordination 
 

There will be a catch up co-ordinator appointed in school that will be given a retention and 

recruitment point.  

Activities to support the waves of intervention 
  

Here is a list (not exhaustive) of possible measures that will support these three waves of intervention.  

• Period 6 provision (payment of staff) in all subjects for year 11 and year 13 students 

• 5 week support programmes for English and Maths GCSE students in year 10 and 11. 

• CPD training for staff 

• Inspiring imagination for years 8 and 9 students 

• General revision sessions and masterclasses 

• Catch up provision in year 7 for literacy and numeracy 

• Alternative curriculum offer for year 11 SEMH students 

• Parent workshops 

• GT scholars 

• Eaton tutors 

• Courses online for HPA 

• ELSA training for member of inclusion team 

• Purchase of curriculum resources for both classroom and remote learning. 

Example provision from another school 

All year GCSEs on offer – paid 1:1 provision on a 6 week cycle for yr 11 and 13. 

Paid English staff to deliver to years 7 and 8 catch up 

Easter revision  

Normal intervention occurs. Paid if in addition to this.  

  

  

 

  


