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16th July 2020 

Dear Year 6 Student,   
 
My name is Ollie and I am currently in year 7 at Teddington School. I am writing to you as I know you 
might have lots of questions and worries about starting secondary school at this time. Hopefully, my 
letter will help you to start looking forward to the new experience ahead of you!   
 
I went to St John the Baptist Junior School. Secondary school is different to my primary because it is 
so much bigger (there are over 1,000 pupils at Teddington School, not including the Sixth Form!) The 
building is massive but it’s really light, impressive and well laid out. The classrooms and other spaces 
are arranged over four floors, including the ground floor. It is actually really easy to navigate your way 
around and there are maps on every floor to help you. The other big difference is that you have a 
different teacher for each subject and you will probably be learning a few more new subjects than you 
did in primary school too.  
 
Although secondary school is a big change, you shouldn’t worry because you will settle in very quickly. 
There will probably be loads of your friends joining from your own school (especially if you are coming 
from SJB). All the classrooms are clearly numbered and in the first few weeks, the teachers won’t tell 
you off if you get lost between lessons!  
 
On your first day you will have the school to yourselves as the school opens a day early to Year 7 
students, which means you get a chance to find your way around as a year group and you can get used 
to where things are. You will get to meet your tutor and spend time in your tutor group too.  
Your form group remains the same throughout your five years at Teddington School! Having a form 
group is important because you will get to know a lot of new people you didn’t know before and make 
new friends. It also means you get to know a small group (roughly 25-30 per form) really well. You and 
your tutor get to know each other really well too and your tutor is the person you go to first if you are 
worried or need help.   
 
There are many extra-curricular activities to get involved in! As a year group, you will be set the 
challenge of joining at least two extra-curricular activities. Examples of activities you can get involved 
in are: loads of sport including: football, rugby, basketball, volleyball, tennis, kayaking, hockey, judo, 
cricket as well as drama, dance, music and many more. Whatever you are interested in doing, there’s 
probably a club for you. I personally enjoy attending football because I love playing it with my friends 
on the astro turf pitches. Extra-curricular activities are great because you get to meet different people 
with a shared passion and can maybe learn a new skill. Learning something new is good for you and 
innovation is one of the school’s core values.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

My favourite thing about Teddington School is lunchtime. The school restaurant ‘Cucina’ serves 
fantastic food, especially at break times and is the highlight of the school day!  
 
If I had to give you one tip about starting secondary school, it would be not to worry about things you 
cannot control and to embrace the big changes which will soon become normal. You will enjoy the 
responsibility of getting to the right classroom on time with the right books. It will make you feel very 
grown up!  
 
I hope my letter has been useful and that you feel reassured about starting year 7 in September. I look 
forward to seeing you then!   
 
Yours sincerely,   
Ollie B 
 


