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On-site Lateral Flow Testing  

Dear Families 

As you know, the plans for students returning to school in September include a programme of lateral 

flow testing. The arrangements will be very similar to those made for on-site testing in March, so the 

process will be familiar to students in Years 8 and above. The first test for each student will take place at 

a prearranged time on either Wednesday 1s or Thursday 2nd September before they return to face-to-

face lessons.  A second on-site test will take place during school hours on Monday 6th or Tuesday 7th 

September.  

In order for your child(ren) to participate it is essential that students arrive at the correct time for their 

test.  

Procedures for the day  

Students should report to the school sports hall at their allocated time where they will be registered by 

a member of the school team. They should enter via the fire escape by the astroturf pitches. Students 

will be issued a test registration card with barcodes attached. They will then be directed to one of the 

testing bays set up in the sports hall where they will take their test. Students will swab their own nose 

before placing the swab in a pre-prepared vial and passing their barcodes to a member of staff 

supporting them. Instructions will be provided, and trained staff will be on hand to help if necessary. 

Students must keep their test registration card with them so they can register their test once they get 

home. Once they have completed their test, students will exit the sports hall and will be free to leave. 

Students are not expected to wear their school uniform on the day of their test (during 1st and 2nd 

September). It is always recommended that students attending for their first LFD test wear a face 

covering. Please ensure students taking a test do not consume any food or drink other than water in the 

30 minutes prior to their arrival. Should a student fail to attend their appointment, they should return 

to face to face lessons, and if consent has been received, they will participate in the second round of 

testing between the 6th or 7th September.  

Once the test is completed, students must leave the site. They will not receive their result at school 

unless we need to inform you of a positive result.  Where students are making their own way home, it is 

important that they do not loiter to ensure social distancing is maintained. Students must not 

congregate outside the school or in the local area but should return home immediately. We envisage 

that the whole process from arrival to departure will take approximately 30-45 mins.  

 



 

 

Consent  

Testing is voluntary but we strongly recommend that all students participate. You will have been asked 

for your consent in preparation for on-site LFD testing arranged at the school in March or as part of the 

school joining process. If you have previously provided consent, no further action is required. If you 

have not given consent for the test and now wish to, or if you have previously provided consent for 

testing and wish to withdraw it, please email info@teddingtonschool.org providing your child’s full 

name and date of birth.  

Please note that students who have tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 90 days are advised not to 

participate in this lateral testing programme. You do not need to inform the school or alter your consent 

if this is the case.  

Registering Tests  

All tests must be registered with the online test and trace service https://test-

forcoronavirus.service.gov.uk/register-kit. Students must keep their test registration cards with them as 

they include important information which will be required when registering the test, including the bar 

code reference. The test centre ID is TNYW. Parents should help students register their tests online 

when they return home after the test. This process can be completed using a smartphone. If tests are 

not registered online, you will not receive a text/email notification of the test result.  

Results  

If the result of the lateral flow test is negative or void, students can return to face to face lessons. If the 

test result is positive, the student and the rest of their household should self-isolate and book a 

confirmatory PCR test at a test centre (https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test). If the result of the 

PCR test is negative, the household can stop self-isolating and the student can return to school. If the 

PCR test result is also positive, the household should follow government guidelines on self-isolation 

(usually 10 days after the date of the test). In certain circumstances after a positive test result you may 

be contacted by the school before receiving a text/email notification.  

Arrival Times  

Below are the times allocated to each tutor group for testing. It is essential that students arrive at the 

correct time. 

Wednesday 1st September 

Year 7  Year 11 

08:30 Year 7 Surname A - B  10:45 Year 11 11WT 

08:45 Year 7 Surname C - E  11:00 Year 11 11AG (formerly JS) 

09:00 Year 7 Surname F - H  11:15 Year 11 11LD 

09:15 Year 7 Surname I - M  11:30 Year 11 11CH 

09:30 Year 7 Surname N - P  11:45 Year 11 11DG 

09:45 Year 7 Surname Q - S  12:00 Year 11 11JW 

10:00 Year 7 Surname T - Z  12:15 Year 11 11SG 
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Y10/Sixth form 

13:15 Year 10 10LT (formerly DH) 

13:30 Year 10 10EG 

13:45 Sixth Form Drop in 

14:00 Sixth Form Drop in 

14:15 Sixth Form Drop in 

14:30 Sixth Form Drop in 

14:45 Sixth Form Drop in 

 

Thursday 2nd September 

Year 10  Year 8 

08:30 Year 10 10DR  09:45 Year 8 8DW 

08:45 Year 10 10GS  10:00 Year 8 8AG 

09:00 Year 10 10FM  10:45 Year 8 8RO 

09:15 Year 10 10CC  11:00 Year 8 8AM 

09:30 Year 10 10AM  11:15 Year 8 8MB 

    11:30 Year 8 8PU 

    11:45 Year 8 8NF (formerly JT) 

    12:00 Year 8 8TB 

 

Year 9 

12:15 Year 9 9WC (formerlySW) 

13:15 Year 9 9GK 

13:30 Year 9 9GJ 

13:45 Year 9 9AS 

14:00 Year 9 9NJ 

14:15 Year 9 9RZ 

14:30 Year 9 9PG 

14:45 Year 9 9ST (formerly LB) 

 

Thank you for your support with this process. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Kathy Pacey 

Headteacher 

 



 

 

Lateral flow testing FAQs 

Lateral flow testing is being arranged for students before they return to face to face lessons in 

September. Below is a summary of frequently asked questions about this testing programme. 

What is a lateral flow test for COVID-19? 

Lateral flow device (LFD) testing is a fast and simple way to test people who do not have symptoms of 

COVID-19, but who may still be spreading the virus. 

The tests are easy to use and give results in 15 minutes. Those who test positive must immediately self-

isolate and follow government guidelines to avoid passing the virus on to others. 

Taking a lateral flow test involves taking a sample from from the nose, using a swab. Students will swab 

themselves under the supervision of trained staff. 

Why are students being tested as they return to school? 

Asymptomatic testing of students is taking place to identify and help to prevent students without 

symptoms from transmitting and spreading the virus unknowingly. Detecting asymptomatic cases in this 

way will allow the school to operate as safely as possible by self-isolating those that are the most 

contagious as soon as is practical. 

Is testing compulsory? 

Testing is voluntary but students are strongly encouraged to participate as testing regularly helps to 

reduce the spread in school and the wider community through asymptomatic transmission. The greater 

the proportion of students that participate in testing, the lower the risk of asymptomatic transmission 

when all students return to face-to-face lessons. 

Should my child take an LFD test if they have COVID-19 symptoms? 

No. This asymptomatic testing programme does not replace current guidance for those with symptoms 

or those identified as a close contact of a positive case. Anyone with symptoms, whether they are 

involved in this programme or not, should book a free NHS test (https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-

test) and follow government self-isolation guidance until the results of their test are known. Testing also 

does not replace basic preventative measures such as regular handwashing, PPE and social distancing. 

After a negative LFD test result, students must continue to follow the safety measures in place at the 

school. 

Can my child eat or drink before their LFD test? 

No. Students should avoid having anything to eat or drink other than water for 30 minutes before their 

LFD tests. 

 

 



 

 

How effective is lateral flow antigen testing? 

Antigen lateral flow tests have been widely and successfully used to detect COVID-19 in asymptomatic 

individuals and are approved by the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA). 

Using antigen LFD tests is crucial in the fight against the virus. 

Extensive clinical evaluation has been carried out on the antigen lateral flow tests. Evaluations from 

Public Health England and the University of Oxford show these tests are accurate and sensitive enough 

to be used in the community for screening and surveillance purposes. 

Lateral flow tests deliver a rapid result within 15 minutes. They can find positive cases with high levels 

of virus that are easy to transmit to others, helping to intercept and reduce further infections.  

Lateral flow tests used by the UK government go through a rigorous evaluation by the country’s leading 

scientists. This means they are accurate, reliable and successfully identify those with COVID-19 who 

don’t show symptoms and could spread the virus without realising. 

Should my child still take part in the asymptomatic testing programme if they have recently tested 

positive for COVID-19? 

If you have tested positive by PCR for COVID-19, you will probably have developed some immunity to 

the disease. However, it cannot be guaranteed that everyone will develop immunity, or how long it will 

last. It is possible for PCR tests to remain positive for some time after COVID-19 infection. 

Anyone who has previously received a positive COVID-19 PCR test result should not be re-tested within 

90 days of that test, unless they develop any new symptoms of COVID-19. 

If, however, your child does have an antigen LFD test within 90 days of a previous positive COVID-19 

PCR test and the result of this test is positive, they and the rest of their household should self-isolate 

and follow the steps as recommended by the government. 

If it is more than 90 days since your child tested positive by PCR for COVID-19, they can participate in 

the LFD testing programme as normal. 

What happens if my child’s LFD result is positive? 

Your child and the rest of their household must self-isolate immediately while you arrange a 

confirmatory PCR test (https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test). 

If the confirmatory PCR test is negative, the household can stop self-isolating and your child can attend 

school as normal. If the PCR test is positive, you should inform the school immediately and follow 

government guidance on self-isolation after a positive test. 

Why do I need to provide consent? 

Lateral flow testing and the registration of test subjects requires the processing of personal data. We 

require consent to process personal data for the purposes of COVID testing. By returning a completed 

consent form, you are agreeing for your child to participate in lateral flow testing at the school. 



 

 

Students aged 16 or older can complete the consent form themselves after discussing participation with 

their parent or carer. For students aged under 16, parents or legal guardians must complete the consent 

form. 

What happens if I do not provide consent or my child misses their first test? 

Any students who have not returned a completed consent form will not be able to participate in the 

testing programme. Students who do not take an LFD test on 1st or 2nd September should return to face-

to-face lessons with the rest of their year group. If consent has been provided, students can have the 

second LFD test which will be arranged for the following week. 

 


