
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Students 

 

If you have managed to keep on top of all your assignments given to you by the teachers – well done! Learning at 

home is so different to being in school and you are doing a wonderful job adapting to it. We can’t wait to have you 

all back in school, but are so proud of the way you have been working away in your homes. Most importantly, we 

hope that you and your families are safe and well, and staying inside. 

 

In year 12, some students choose to take an EPQ, which stands for an Extended Project Qualification. It is an 

independent project which is usually an essay (a really big essay – 6000 words!) and each student has to choose 

their own topic and complete their own research – no two people do the same project. The topics vary hugely, from 

politics to biology. This year, some examples of projects are the decline in religion, whether the NHS should be a 

private healthcare system (like America), and the role of women in films. Your challenge is to make a mini EPQ. 

There is no word count though and you don’t have to write an essay if you don’t want to – you can present your 

project any way you like (there are some options on the next page to help you think of something). The key to this 

project is innovation and independence. You can choose a topic that you are interested in and then become and 

expert in it! The more focussed your project is, the better your project will be. 

 

If you want to take part in this project, please join the Mini EPQ Google Classroom using the code 5jintof so that 

we can see who is doing it. You can ask me any questions through the week, and you can upload your work to there. 

If it’s easier to send it from one of your parent’s email addresses, then send it to me at 

KBarham@teddingtonschool.org. You will get feedback on your projects as quickly as I can read them, and we will 

find a way to reward your hard work. 

 

Use your imagination and think as differently and creatively as possible. I can wait to read and see your projects.  

 

Good luck! 

 

Mrs Barham 
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Mini EPQ 

 

Choose the 

subject area 

Think about something you are personally interested in OR something that you know you need to know 
more about:   
 
A scientific discovery or phenomenon? A scientist? An inventor?  
A period of history? An ancient civilisation? A big event or political issue?  
A person with an interesting life story?  A work of art or an artist?  
An interesting place in the world? A book or film?  
An aspect of nature? Plants and animals, interesting environments and ecosystems?  
A debate or issue that is important to you?  
Your  personal hobby or interests: music, sport, fashion, technology…. Anything!  
If you are unsure what topic to study, draw a mindmap of all your different options and make it as 
specific as possible! 

Start with 

background 

reading and 

searching.  

Use a mixture of sources for online research.  It’s better to use focused search engines:  
● This is a great search tool:  https://www.researchify.co.uk/ 
● Look at https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  for great video clips and information 
● Wikipedia is an obvious place to start for lots of projects but take care not to get bogged down 

in details you don’t understand:  https://www.wikipedia.org/ 
● Use Youtube as a search tool. https://www.youtube.com/  e.g type in “How did dinosaurs 

become extinct?’ or ‘Who was Frida Kahlo?’  
You might want to make notes as you watch videos. Any documentaries, films, books, photographs or 
magazines could be useful material for your project. 

Zoom in 

further:  

Set yourself a 

series of 

questions or 

challenges:  

Once you have read around a subject, frame your project as a question or series of questions. This 
helps to give your project a sense of purpose and achievement: Give your project a title that is a 
question like one of these.   
 

● Who was Nelson Mandela and what did he achieve?  
● Where was Mesopotamia and what was life like there?  
● How does the International Space Station work and what does it do?  
● What are the 10 most endangered species and how can we protect them?  
● Who discovered electricity and how did they do it?  
● What is the Turner Prize and who has won it?  
● How has the Olympic Games changed in the last 100 years?  
● How have computers/calculators/bicycles/cars/shoes/food changed over time?  

 
When you produce your project, you might choose to use subtitles to help break your project into 
chunks. 

Collect your 

evidence and 

information 

Before you write anything, collect lots of information. It can be annoying to lose things after you find 
them so make lots of notes, collect website links in your favourites, cut pictures out of magazines or 
download them on your computer or phone.  A good project is likely to have a nice mix or images and 
text so try to create a visual record of the story you will tell, like a scrapbook.    

Produce a 

project 

product in one 

or more styles    

Decide how to present your information. There are so many possibilities and you can do one or more of 

them for the same project:  

● A report to inform readers about what you found: a booklet or a traditional essay.  

● A newspaper report or magazine article 

● A personal diary or first person account of your exploration and ideas.  

● Fact files:  Scroll through these examples.  Decide what the most important information is and 

record it for your readers.   

● Set up your own blog: it’s easy once you get started.   

● Make a piece of work inspired by the research e.g. a piece of art.  

● Make it into a scrapbook, folder or booklet using simple paper and pen.   

● Use some technology: make a video or a powerpoint presentation.  

● Include a timeline for anything historical 

● Include maps, graphs, tables and diagrams.   

● Make a list of all the sources you have used to help make your project 

https://www.researchify.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.wikipedia.org/
https://www.youtube.com/
https://www.ecosia.org/images?q=designing%20a%20magazine%20page
https://www.ecosia.org/images?q=fact+file
https://wordpress.com/start/domains
https://www.ecosia.org/images?q=project+scrapbook
https://www.ecosia.org/images?q=timelines


● Write your own quiz based on your research - giving questions and answers. Use this to test 

your family members after they’ve read your project.  

 


