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31 December 2020 

Letter to Teddington School Families 

Dear Families 

   
You will have heard the news that schools are having a delayed start to the term. I am writing to you 
today to explain how Teddington school intends to respond to these government requests.    
   
We will follow the government guidance on how to phase the start of term, which is intended to ensure 
effective education can continue but also reduce the spread of the virus as students and staff return after 
Christmas. This means the following:    
   
Phased start to term    
 
Monday 4 January will be an INSET day for all year groups. No students in school.   
On Tuesday 5 January, the following students should come into school:    
 
Vulnerable children, children of critical workers and students with EHCPs.  
 
Attached here is a link for you to complete if you are a critical worker. We have not yet gathered this 
information for year 7 and new starters and your personal circumstances may have changed since the last 
lockdown. Please fill in the attached form if you wish to be considered. The expectation from the 
government is that all vulnerable students do come to school. The inclusion team will be in touch with 
families on Monday. There will be no restaurant service in the first week. Please can critical worker 
children bring in their own lunch for this first week. Free school meal children will be supplied lunch.  
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9S0HeedIR024QkmXZXzSpxof1KVT4bNEuyBhwp

EncKpURDhNUTZFRVA2TU1KV1dNQ1pLOVRPSko5Ry4u 

During this first week of term, all other students should stay at home. We will be providing remote 
education for those students in year 11 and 13 from 5 January and all other students from the 6th 
January. Remote learning expectations are referenced below. The intention is that students in those year 
groups undertaking remote learning from home will be invited into school before their return to 
undertake two lateral flow tests.  Where timing does not allow this, students will be tested once they 
have returned.   
   
From Monday 18 January, all students should come into school as normal, whether or not they have been 
tested.  
   
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9S0HeedIR024QkmXZXzSpxof1KVT4bNEuyBhwpEncKpURDhNUTZFRVA2TU1KV1dNQ1pLOVRPSko5Ry4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9S0HeedIR024QkmXZXzSpxof1KVT4bNEuyBhwpEncKpURDhNUTZFRVA2TU1KV1dNQ1pLOVRPSko5Ry4u


 

 

Mass Testing Programme   
 
We are positive about the potential for the mass testing of students and staff in schools, as a way of 
reducing the spread of the virus and enabling fewer students and staff to have to self-isolate. You can 
read more about how the government expects this programme to work here. 
   
Setting up this programme in schools is an incredibly complex operation.  I want to thank the members 
of our community that have come forward to volunteer. With your help, we should be able to get this 
done while being able to offer remote learning.  
 
The lateral flow tests will start for students on Tuesday 5th January. Your child will receive a time to come 
into school for a test by Tuesday 5th January. If you have not already done so, please can you fill in the 
consent form to be tested in this link as a matter of urgency.  
 
NHS Test and Trace: COVID-19 testing for students and staff Teddington School (office.com) 
 
Once your child has been tested in school, they will go home and we will contact families only if there is 
a positive result. We plan to have all students tested twice within the first three weeks.   
 
Once every student has been tested twice, the only other testing that will take place in school will be 
close contact testing.  
 
Free School Meals 
 
Each day there will be meal packs for free school meal children available from 12pm in the reception area.  
 
Remote Learning Expectations 
 
5th January Years 11 and 13  
6th January all other year groups. 
 

Your son/daughter will be able to remote into most of their lessons via Microsoft Teams so that they have 

a ‘live’ experience. Follow your timetable as usual. 

• Go into the Team of the lesson you have. For example, if you have History period 1, go into the 

Team for your group. When your teacher starts a meeting, you will have an option to ‘Join’. Press 

the blue camera icon to join and you are in! 

• All lessons are recorded 

• You can turn your microphone on to contribute answers and you can also use the chat function. 

However, you are responsible for the words that you write and we expect you to treat the chat 

as a professional communication with your peers and the teacher; it is not WhatsApp and should 

not be used to comment on anything other than the lesson itself.  

• Our intention is that almost all lessons will be delivered live. However, we are anticipating that 

we may have some staff absences and situations where live lessons are not possible. In this event, 

work will be posted on Teams.  

• All students are in a Team for their year group and this is where we will post any information for 

the group that the student need to know. 

https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2020/12/15/mass-testing-in-schools-your-questions-answered/
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2020/12/15/mass-testing-in-schools-your-questions-answered/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9S0HeedIR024QkmXZXzSp5hcT2gZJvRIm0fzOZVKjP9UM0pGMFQzUjk4TkxJWE5EQUxRUU5FNFYwRi4u&wdLOR=cC10D114B-5E2E-43FF-99E2-1AE0BCC23B5A


 

 

Year 9 Examinations 

These exams were planned to take place this first week. We will be in touch with a review of this 

examination timetable within the first week.  

Parents Evenings 

Any scheduled parents’ evenings will still go ahead.  

Sport and Extra-Curricular 

We have been advised that no sport or extra-curricular activities will take place until at least the 25th 

January.  

I know this is a lot of information to digest. Thank you for taking the time to read this and prepare your 

child for the up-and-coming weeks. I look forward to welcoming some of you back in next week. As ever, 

if you have any questions, please do get in touch.  

Happy new year.  

Yours faithfully 

 

Kathy Pacey 

Headteacher 

 

 

 


