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28 April 2020 

Dear Families  

Bourne Education Trust Covid 19 Update 

During these difficult and different times, I would like to extend a warm welcome to the Teddington 

School community from the Bourne Education Trust.  I would like to acknowledge and to thank 

you for  the tireless support you have given Ms Pacey and her staff in the roll out of home learning, 

the schooling of critical worker and vulnerable children and the provision of 6th form transition 

resources for BET secondary schools. I would also like to thank Teddington students for their 

rapid adaption to the current way of schooling; their resilience and flexibility are truly 

commendable. Finally, I would like to thank Teddington School’s parent teacher association for 

purchasing additional IT equipment to enable the development of home learning.   

IT development and its drive to further improve the home learning experience 

In our first few months of official collaborative working, BET and school staff recognised that 

Teddington School experiences a significant technological development gap.  The planned IT 

improvement is only in its initial stages in providing a fit-for-purpose system, which will eventually 

include new servers, wi-fi provision, laptops, desktops, updated software and end user training. 

Despite the IT Easter works being cancelled due to Covid-19 restraints, BET brought forward the 

distribution of laptops to staff to enhance home learning. The school is therefore operating a 

mixed economy in its provision and cannot yet fully benefit from the new technology.  

With no immediate end to home learning, the focus will be to further develop the provision for 

students at Teddington. I am delighted to learn how teachers are beginning to provide 

audio/visual commentary to learning episodes, but I am also aware and supportive of the fact that 

they can’t currently provide real-time learning safely. I will continue to monitor this situation with 

the school and the BET IT central team, and I thank you for your total understanding regarding 

the limitations of our current technology.   

You may also be aware that there are two government backed sources of additional materials: 

the BBC and the new Oak National Academy who are providing additional electronic learning 

materials which you could consider using with your children.  

The Government has also proposed further IT provision for the most disadvantaged students in 

year 10 and BET is currently working with its schools to source the availability of any additional 

IT equipment that could be allocated to the trust. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/secondary/zkqp47h
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/


 

Change in personal financial situation: free school meals 

During this period, I am also aware that the financial circumstances of many families may have 

changed and I would like to make you aware of Free School Meals provision. Enquiries related 

to this matter should be directed to Ms McGrandles, amcgrandles@teddingschool.org.  

Planning for remobilisation 

The central trust team has been working closely with all our schools to do the best we can given 

staff shortages, the limitations of technology and the need for us to keep schools open for the 

most vulnerable in our society. The trust is already working with our schools to plan for 

remobilisation but it is highly likely that the Government will not open schools in full initially and 

indeed we will not be able to open in full as we have staff who fall into the extremely vulnerable 

group or who may be sick and/or who have to follow stringent social distancing guidance.  

Communication 

I would like to remind you that the school’s website and its dedicated link Covid-19 is the initial 

and formal communication link that it has with the school community. This is supplemented by 

the headteacher’s weekly letter and keeping in touch contact made by form tutors. 

Final words 

We may still see challenging times ahead, but the Teddington School community, working with 

BET, is strong and supportive. The staff are proud to work here with our wonderful students and 

families. Family is the most important thing and I urge you to look after yourself and those 

around you. 

Stay well and safe! 

 

 

Steve Price 

BET Executive Leader 
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