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Welcome from the Head of Year 7  
  
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to Teddington School for the next steps in your educational 
journey.  I hope that the years you spend as part of our Teddington family will be both happy and 
memorable.  It is my ambition that every student leaves here a confident, successful, resilient and 
responsible young adult, ready to face the challenges that the world has to offer.  
  
I am very much looking forward to working with you in my role as Head of Year 7, offering guidance 
and support throughout your journey towards academic success.  The next seven years will go far 
quicker than you can imagine and at times may be very challenging, but with your hard work, and 
enthusiasm for learning, I assure you, the journey will be a rewarding one.  
  
My aspirations for all students will be realised through high expectations of all, both in and out of the 
classroom, and fuelled by my passion and determination that everyone should succeed.  All staff at 
Teddington School share these high expectations and therefore you will be expected to show 
dedication and commitment across all subject areas.  This includes attending school punctually, every 
day and showing respect to staff and students alike.  In return, Teddington School will provide a wealth 
of academic, creative, sporting and personal experiences that will inevitably lead to the success and 
enable you to grow into valuable members of our community.  The school values are driven through 
everything we do at Teddington School; Responsibility, Innovation, Empathy, Integrity and 
Endeavour.  I am confident that with enthusiasm, hard work and a positive attitude to learning we can 
achieve positive outcomes for all.   
  
In the current climate with school closures and an uncertainty surrounding when they will reopen, our 
transition programme is on hold.  This does not mean we are not using this time to prepare for your 
arrival, but simply that we cannot be certain when things will take place.  We still hope to have a 
transition day in July; however, if this is not possible, we will look to other creative ways to manage 
this process.  Please be assured we will not allow the current situation to hinder your transition and 
we will do everything in our power to make your experience rewarding, enjoyable and purposeful.  
  
Our initial interviews on Monday 30th March have sadly not taken place.  We would like to hold a 
telephone interview in the week commencing Monday 4th May and to prepare you for this we have 
devised a pre-interview questionnaire.  This questionnaire should be completed by the student and 
will allow us to get some information to help with planning for your arrival. We would love you to 
complete this as soon as possible, but before Thursday 30th April.  Please use the link below to 
complete this:  
  
https://forms.gle/nDWpze1g7Nsbrv8DA 

  
Reminder of provisional dates  
  

Year 6 Transition day (students only)  Monday 6 July 9am-2:45pm (if schools are open)  

Year 6 Welcome evening (parents only)  Monday 6 July 6pm-7pm (if schools are open)  

Year 7 New term beings  Thursday 3 September 8:40am arrival  

Year 7 Information Evening and meet the 
tutor (parents only)  

Wednesday 9 September 6pm – 7:30pm  

  
Starting at Teddington School may seem like a frightening and overwhelming experience, particularly 
in the current climate; however, we will work with all families to ensure everyone has a stress free 
and enjoyable experience.   

https://forms.gle/nDWpze1g7Nsbrv8DA
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I look forward to welcoming you to Teddington School, hopefully in person very soon.  
  
Warmest regards,  
  
Summer Thornley  
Associate Assistant Headteacher  
Head of Year 7  
 

A warm welcome from our Head Boy Joe Kirk and Head Girl Ella 

Dempster  
 

We would like to begin by welcoming you all to Teddington School, 
we are confident that you are all about to begin an 
exciting 7 year journey surrounded by support and friends. These 
next few years will be some of the best of your life, so enjoy them to 
the fullest! However, now is also an opportunity for you to achieve 
as high as you dare and give it your all. At Teddington we want you 
to develop not just academically but as a young person, therefore, a 
variety of extra-curricular activities are offered alongside academic 
experiences to support you.  
  
As for our experiences, I, Joe, have made some amazing memories 
at Teddington and can tell you that the friends that I have made will 
be with me forever. These next 7 years will be times of increasing 
independence and times when you will learn so much. Be excited, 
you’ve got good reason to be, take every opportunity coming your 
way, and you’ll leave twice the person as the one who arrived.   

  
  

And I, Ella, didn’t attend Teddington School (although I wish I had) 
but since starting last September I have had a fantastic time, with 
new opportunities every day and amazing teachers which 
continue to inspire me, I am definitely an advocate for the school. 
I am confident that all of you will have a similar experience, 
and being quite new myself, we can continue to learn 
together! Joe and I are always there to answer any questions and 
support you whenever we can, along with the rest of the 
wonderful Leadership team.  
  
On a final note, we know that starting at a new school can be 
extremely nerve-wracking to begin with, but it is important to 
remember that we were all Year 7s once and everyone is here to 
support you. Year 7 is a fantastic opportunity to make friends and 
have a good time. If you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to approach us, we look forward to seeing you around 
the school!  

  

Joe and Ella 
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Visions and values 
 
At Teddington we are committed to educating the whole child and preparing them or life beyond the 
school gates.  Our vision is to provide a culture of learning and ambition, giving students the 
confidence to achieve and acquire the skills and values to contribute positively to society. 
   
Our mission statement:   
 
‘In the Teddington community, everything matters, at all times. Plan, challenge, motivate, achieve.’  
 
Our expectation is that all members of our community follow our missing statement.  Through careful 
planning, providing challenge and motivation we are confident that everyone will have the 
opportunity to achieve.   
 

Our school values:  
 

Responsibility – for ourselves, our achievements, our behaviour and for our own life chances  
Endeavour - to try our hardest, to achieve, to demonstrate resilience   
Empathy - to understand and share the feelings of those around me, and strive to achieve together  
Integrity - to uphold moral principles, to challenge negativity and to be a great team player  
Innovation - to strive to create new ideas and to consider new ways of working  
  

The Year 7 Curriculum  
 

The ethos at Teddington School, that everything matters at all times, resonates through our 
curriculum.  Our rich and broad curriculum is designed to ensure that all students can achieve to their 
full potential.   
 

We wish to create:  
• Successful students, who make good progress and achieve their potential  
• Lifelong learners, who are ready and able to take on their next phase  
• Responsible citizens who can make a positive contribution to society.  
  
Students will follow a two week timetable of a broad range of subjects. This will include six hours of 
English, Maths and Science.  Most students will study two languages in Year 7 (French and German), 
and then a full diet of History, Geography, PE, RE, Art, Music, Drama, Computing, D&T and PSHCE. 
Students will be placed into mixed ability teaching groups for all subjects except mathematics.   
  

The Pastoral System  
  
On joining Teddington School students will be placed in one of 8 tutor groups of 30 students, making 
up a total of 240 students in Year 7.  We will try to keep the tutor group constant throughout Years 7-
11, with new tutor groups formed in the Sixth Form.   
  
Ms Thornley is the Head of Year 7 and will lead the Year 7 tutor team, assisted by Ms Pleavin, 
the Assistant Head of Year 7.  Each tutor group will have a designated form tutor who will provide 
support and a tailored learning programme through tutor time.    
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The form tutor is one of the most important roles in school and key to providing support and 
guidance.  Students meet with their tutor group each morning, taking part in structured learning 
activities that focus on their social and emotional development, overall wellbeing, and general 
literacy.  A form tutor’s role is central in both caring for students and, crucially, monitoring their 
progress both academically and socially; encouraging involvement, commitment, and the high 
standards of work and behaviour we expect at Teddington School.  
  
The form tutor is the key point of contact for both students and parents/carers. Any questions or 
concerns that you have about your child should be addressed to the form tutor in the first instance, 
preferably by writing them a brief note or an email – you will get their contact details when you are 
allocated a tutor group. 
  
At Teddington we also have a strong pastoral team who work closely with the tutor team to ensure 
that all students feel safe and happy in school.  Ms Phillips is the designated pastoral manager for Year 
7 students and is available to support students during their transition and as they move up the school 
throughout Key Stage 3.   
  
Ms Thornley, Ms Pleavin & Ms Phillips take responsibility for liaison with partner primary 
schools to ensure a smooth and effective transition to secondary school.   
  
If you would like to speak to any of the team prior to your child starting in September please contact 
the school via transition@teddingtonschool.org   
  
 

The House and Rewards Systems  
 

On arrival at Teddington School, all students are allocated to one of four Houses - Delphinus, Phoenix, 
Cygnus or Ursa.  The houses are all named after constellations and represent the goal we have for all 
students to reach for the stars, shine bright at all times and work together to create something 
magical.   
 

The house system enhances all students’ sense of identity and belonging at Teddington.  It 
provides integration between form and year groups; developing community spirit, collaboration and 
cooperation, healthy competition, as well as developing leadership opportunities for students 
throughout the school.  
 

Our rewards system is intrinsically linked to our house system.  All students represent their house, 
whether it be through participation and engagement in lessons, sporting or cultural activities.  This 
system is an inclusive system aimed at rewarding students at an individual level while also building a 
sense of collective aspiration.  Students earn merits for a range of contributions to school life, allowing 
a sense of achievement but also pride in the school and themselves.  These merits all add together to 
create an overall house total which is shared weekly with students.  We have termly rewards for the 
leading house and then annually the House Cup is awarded to the House that has the most points at 
the end of the year.   
 

Each house has a linked charity and works together throughout the year to raise money for their 
chosen charity, promoting social responsibility.   
 

mailto:transition@teddingtonschool.org
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The House system also provides an ideal platform for students to develop their leadership skills.  
House Captains are selected in Year 10 to support students and the wider school community.  Each 
year group has elected house representatives work together to drive the ethos of the whole system.   
 
Students can take part in a wide number of house activities throughout their time at Teddington.  We 
encourage Year 7 students to engage in these as this supports a positive transition to secondary 
school.   
 

Attendance and Punctuality 
 
In the Teddington community, everything matters, at all times, and this includes attendance at 
school.  We expect students to attend school every day and arrive on time.  There is clear evidence 
that students who have excellent attendance and punctuality are more likely to achieve in school and 
are better equipped to be successful in their chosen career paths.  Please avoid making appointments 
for your son/daughter during the school day, whenever this is possible and please do not book 
holidays during term time.  Students should arrive in school at least five minutes before Tutor Time is 
due to begin.  
  
Notification of Absences  
If your child is going to be absent or unavoidably late please call the Attendance Officer on 0208 943 
0033 before 9.00am and give as much information as possible. Upon return to school students should 
bring an absence note for their form tutor in their diary.  
  
Late Arrivals  
Students must sign in at Student Services when they arrive late. Lateness is monitored and recorded. 
Students arriving in school or at registration after 08.40 will be marked late and will be given an 
automatic lunchtime detention for 20 minutes on that day and one behaviour point.  Students arriving 
after 09.00 will also receive an automatic after-school detention for 45 minutes and two behaviour 
points (unless the school judges that there is a legitimate reason for the lateness).    
 

Term Dates  
 

Autumn Term 2020: Thursday 3 September - Tuesday 15 December  
Half Term - Monday 26 October - Friday 6 November  
Spring Term 2021: Monday 4 January - Thursday 1 April  
Half Term - Monday 15 February - Friday 19 February  
Summer Term 2021: Monday 19 April - Friday 16 July  
Half Term - Monday 31 May - Friday 4 June  
  
 
 
 

Home learning   
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We believe in setting students homework activities to broaden their learning and to expose them to 
a range of different ideas, questions and concepts.  Homework will enable students to enhance their 
skills and knowledge and develop their independent learning and responsibility.    
  
In the first half term, Year 7 are only set homework for English and Maths to enable them to get used 
to secondary school life.  This increases after half term, by introducing other subjects.  By the start of 
the spring term, students will receive homework in all of their subjects regularly. Activities may 
include independent revision and research, preparing presentations, group work and mini projects.   
  
To support parents and carers homework set will be available on the school website through 
the ‘Show my Homework’ link. www.showmyhomework.co.uk.   
  
Show my Homework is also available for you to download as an App from the App Store (Apple) or 
Google Play (Android).  
  
A list of the homework activities and when they are due in will be available through Show My 
Homework to enable parents/carers to support their child at home.  Typically, in Year 7, individual 
subject homework activities are expected to last approximately 30 minutes, and this will increase 
progressively each year.   
 

Teddington School Uniform  
 
It is very important that students wear their uniform with pride. Please can you check your 
son/daughter each day to make sure that they are conforming with the school uniform policy.  
 
All uniform can be purchased from Stevensons in Twickenham.   
https://www.stevensons.co.uk/Schools/teddington-school-teddington/128 
 
Stevensons, 1-15 Heath Road, Twickenham TW1 4DB. Tel: 020 8892 2201  
Opening hours: Monday - Saturday 9.00am - 5.30pm.    
   
Girls Uniform:  
Piping skirt or grey trousers (available from Stevensons)  
Black leather shoes  
Black or plain tights or knee-length plain black socks  
Teddington school Blouse (square-cut with collar and logo) tucked in at the waist or a plain white shirt 
with the Teddington School tie 
Teddington school jumper compulsory  
  
Boys Uniform:  
Plain white shirt – (square-cut and tucked in at the waist)  
Teddington School tie  
Teddington School Jumper compulsory  
Grey trousers (not black)  
Black leather shoes  
Black ankle socks  

  

http://www.showmyhomework.co.uk/
https://www.stevensons.co.uk/Schools/teddington-school-teddington/128
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PE Kit Compulsory:  
PE polo shirt (Optional fitted version for Girls) - from supplier  
Black shorts with logo (Boys) - from supplier  
Black skort with logo (Girls) – from supplier  
Non marking trainers  
  
 Optional items:  
·      Mid layer quarter zip black with coloured panels - from supplier  
·      Waterproof tracksuit top, black with coloured panels - from supplier  
·      Black or white base layer  
·      School tracksuit bottoms black with logo - from supplier  
·      White short socks  
·      Black Teddington games socks - from supplier  
·      Rugby Boots /Astros  
  
Acceptable Styles of Shoes: 
Black formal shoes, of plain leather material.  Laces should be black, should have a proper back and 
be able to be polished.  
   

    
   
Unacceptable Styles of Shoes  
No canvas / Slipper styles, no “Converse” or “Vans” or Vans style.  No shoes with sports logo, no boots, 
no trainers, no open backed shoes and no coloured laces.  No ballet shoes.  Please be careful as many 
sports shops market school shoes which are actually trainers.  
   
                 
Hair Styles: These must be a reasonable style, length and colour. Shaved or part shaved heads, 
Mohican style haircuts are not acceptable. Hair colour changes should only be to naturally occurring 
hair colours and should be the same colour all over.  
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Piercing: Only one small, plain “stud” per ear, in the lobe, is allowed to be worn. NO OTHER piercing, 
with a ring or stud etc is permitted and covering with a plaster WILL NOT be allowed as an alternative 
to removal. It is vital therefore that, if you give your child permission to have any piercing, it must be 
done at the start of a long school holiday, in order that any piercing jewellery can be removed during 
the school day.  
Make-up: This must be “subtle” and unnoticeable; coloured nail varnish is not permitted.  

Jewellery: Students may wear a watch and one pair of studs. Necklaces, bracelets or rings may not be 
worn. The school will not take responsibility for the loss of any item of jewellery brought into school, 
and watches/other permitted jewellery should be placed in students’ lockers before PE lessons.  

Tattoos: No student is allowed to have temporary or semi-permanent tattoos in any visible position 
(including visible during PE). Permanent tattoos are of course illegal for anyone under the age of 18 
(Tattooing of Minors Act 1969), so we would assume that no student will come to school displaying 
one of these.  
  
The school reserves the right to send students home to correct infringements of uniform and 
appearance rules, in line with current exclusions guidance.  
 

Extra-Curricular Activities  
  
At Teddington School we believe in creating opportunities beyond the academic curriculum and we 
are committed to developing the whole child.  As one of our core philosophies, we expect every 
student in Year 7 to attend at least one extra-curricular activity per term as laid out in our Home 
School Agreement, which you will receive in the future.  However, we encourage students to join as 
many as they can.  It is often through participation in extra-curricular activities that we develop 
leadership, empathy, as well as passion and determination, as well as finding friends with similar 
interests.  Taking part in subject based clubs allows students to extend their interests and their 
learning beyond what is possible in a normal classroom lesson.  

 

We have worked hard over the last academic year to improve what we can offer our students.  The 
area of extra-curricular activities will continue to grow and hopefully with your support and 
encouragement our students will share many happy memories, learn new skills and grow into 
interested and interesting people.  
 
A programme of clubs is developed for each term and the programme of activities is uploaded on our 
school website.   
 

Parent Pay 
 

At Teddington School we operate a cashless payment system which is used for the restaurant, trips 
and any other payment items. This is managed via ParentPay with students being provided with 
a card to scan in the restaurant, providing a fast and efficient service with the following advantages:  
 

• On-line payments possible via ParentPay  
• Free meals allocated automatically with the student remaining anonymous  
• Specific food allergy ingredients can be barred automatically  
• Payments can be made on-line and are credited onto your child’s account within 20 minutes  
• Ability to monitor spending and place a daily limit if you wish, just contact us to activate a     
limit  
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Frequently Asked Questions  
1. When does my child receive their student card?  
Students receive their cards on the first day of term and they will be able to use their cards purchasing 
lunch, use of the library and printing.  
  
2. How can my child check their balance?  
The amount left on the account will be displayed at the till after they have completed a transaction.  
  
3. My child is eligible for Free School Meals – how does this work?  
The daily allowance is put on your child’s account every morning. The allowance may only be used to 
purchase at lunchtime and the allowance is removed at the end of the day so that the allowance does 
not build up – it must be used daily. If you wish to add any of your own money to their account to 
purchase extra items, you can do so by crediting your child’s account see above.  
The system ensures that the daily allowance is always used before starting to use any cash loaded 
onto the account. Parents must remember to renew their child’s entitlement when reminded to do so 
by the local authority. For those entitled to free school meals, Cucina, our school catering partner, 
think differently and recognise that lunchtimes are an extremely important part of the day. Cucina 
therefore offer all those entitled to free school meals any two items from the daily lunch menu 
regardless of selling price for the current free school price; for instance, soup and a main course, main 
course and a pudding, soup and a sandwich, salad and a drink, or even a slice of homemade pizza and 
a cake. Cucina realise their approach is unique, but hope you like it…customers certainly seem to!  
  
4. How do I apply for free school meals?  
To apply for free school meals, you should contact the local authority and they will advise the school 
of your entitlement, if applicable.  
  
5. What happens at lunch if my child forgets to bring their card?  
Students who do not have their lunch cards may still purchase lunch at 1.40pm 
  
6. What happens if my child loses or damages their card?  
Replacement cards can be purchased online via your ParentPay account at a cost of £5. New cards are 
then collected from student services.  
  
ParentPay offers you the freedom to make payments whenever and wherever you like, 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week - safe in the knowledge that the technology used has the highest 
internet security. You have a secure online account, with a unique username and password. You will 
be prompted to change these, and to keep them safe and secure for future logins. If you have two or 
more children at the school, you can merge their accounts once logged in.   
  
Your ParentPay username and password will be sent out to you before the end of the summer term, 
and we would be grateful if you could test this before your son/daughter starts with us in September. 
  
Please could you log in and test your account before the start of term in September and let us know 
if you have any difficulties. If you are not able to make on-line payments, please let the school know 
as soon as possible so we can discuss other alternative arrangements. 
  

Free School Meals  
If your child is eligible for Free School meals this information is automatically transferred to our 
information system from the primary school system.  The daily allowance is put on your child’s 



11 
 

account every morning.  The system ensures that the daily allowance is always used before starting to 
use any cash loaded on to the account.  Parents must remember to renew their child’s entitlement 
when reminded to do so by the local authority.  
 
For those entitled to free school meals, Cucina, our school catering partner, recognise that lunchtimes 
are an extremely important part of the day.   To check if you are eligible, please go to Richmond 
Borough website for information and forms.  
  

Pupil Premium  
 
Pupil Premium is extra funding from the government to help schools improve the attainment of 
disadvantaged pupils.  The funding is not based on ability. 
 
School Leaders decide how best to spend pupil premium, as they are best placed to assess pupils’ 
needs and use funding to improve attainment.  Schools can use pupil premium funding to support 
other pupils too, but must show that it is being used effectively.  We do this by publishing an online 
statement and through Ofsted inspection. 
 
 

Acceptable use of ICT and mobile phones 
  
Teddington School expects all students to be safe and responsible when using the internet, e-mail, 
social networking sites or mobile phones.  In particular, students must ensure that all ICT 
communication is respectful and sensible.  Online activity in and outside school must not cause 
distress to others, nor bring the reputation of the school into disrepute.  If students come across 
offensive or illegal material online, they should report this immediately to a member of staff.  Students 
must understand that there are consequences to inappropriate or unacceptable use of ICT which could 
result in parents or the police being informed and/or suspension of access to their school ICT account.  
  
  
Mobile phones  
  
We recognise that mobile phones may be necessary before and after school for some of our students, 
but students must have phones turned off and in their bags from 8.20am until 3.00pm. 
All urgent contact with students during the school day should be made through the school reception  
  
If students do not keep mobile phones switched off and out of view, they will be asked to hand it to a 
member of staff. The phone will be kept locked in 
Student Services and will not be returned to them until 3:30pm. If a phone is confiscated a second 
time the parent/carer will be asked to collect the phone at an agreed time. 
 

SEND at Teddington 

At Teddington School we are committed to ensuring that all young people: 

· achieve their best 

http://www.richmond.gov.uk/free_school_meals
http://www.richmond.gov.uk/free_school_meals
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· become confident individuals living fulfilling lives, and 

· make a successful transition into adulthood, whether into employment, further or higher education 
or training. 

Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years 2014 

Our intention is that all students make good progress no matter what their starting point or learning 
need.  We have a designated SEND team that work closely with all students and families on the 
SEND register. 

Our transition package for any student with an additional need is bespoke and tailor made, often in 
conjunction with families and primary schools.  We are currently in the process of tailoring our SEND 
transition provision in light of Covid-19 and school closures.  We will continue to work in close 
partnership with local primary schools, achieving for children and families throughout this difficult 
time. 

If your child does have an additional learning need then please do reference this during your 
telephone interview and data collection sheet which will follow.  We will then work with you to 
provide the most appropriate transition and start to secondary school. 

Anti- bullying 
 
We believe that ALL students have the right to be educated in an environment where there is mutual 
respect and cooperation.  Bullying and peer on peer abuse is contrary to this approach and we do 
everything possible to discourage it. 
 
Bullying or peer on peer abuse is not a particular problem at Teddington School however, as in all 
schools, it does occur, and it must be taken seriously because:  
 
it is destructive  
• it interferes with education  
• bullying or abuse affects students, parents and teachers  
 
What is bullying or peer on peer abuse?  
Bullying or peer on peer abuse is a deliberate act to hurt, threaten or frighten someone and it can 
happen in the following forms:  

Spreading rumours  Writing hurtful things  Using cruel nicknames  
Gender based violence  Isolating someone  Gang violence  
Tormenting  Making threats  Taking property  
Sexting  Insults/Teasing  Hiding property  
Online  Physical violence  Sexual assaults  

 
It can happen:  

• In classrooms 

• In playgrounds 

• On the way to school 

• Online In corridors 

• On buses 
• On the way home  
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How do you stop bullying or peer on peer abuse?  
• Tell – unless someone is told it is difficult (if not impossible) to help. We all have a 
responsibility to protect each other  
• Counsel – we believe that good advice and support can change the behaviour of bullies and 
their victims  
• Be consistent – a victim must always be given time, listened to and not rejected.  
• Sanctions – bullies must understand that they can be severely punished for persistent bullying  
• Inform – parents/carers must know if their child is involved in persistent bullying  
Why should I tell if there is bullying or abuse?  
If you do not tell someone  
• The bullying carries on and gets worse  
• The bully could go on to bully other people  
• The bully would not get the help he/she needs.  
  
What will happen to someone who is bullying or abusive?  
• They will be asked to explain their actions  
• Their parents will be informed  
• Appropriate action will be taken  
• If bullying continues then the bully may be excluded from school.  
  
Who can I tell?  

Tutor  Teacher  Pastoral Staff  Prefect  
Student  HoY  Parent/carer   

  
  
Please take a look at our Anti-Bullying Policy on our school website  
 

School Reception/Student Services  
  
  
School Reception   
The School Reception is manned and open to the public from 8am until 4pm, Monday to Thursday and 
from 8am to 3pm on Friday.  Our staff are able to help you with any questions or enquiries that you 
may have and will endeavour to assist you as promptly as they can.  We request that parents do not 
come to school to meet with any members of staff unless they have previously made an appointment. 
Appointments can be made by phoning the school or via email. 
 

Should you need to contact your child in an emergency during the school day, we ask that you call the 
school reception to leave a message and we will ensure this is passed on.  As students are not 
permitted to have their mobile phones turned on, we ask for your support with not contacting them 
during the school day.   
   
Student Services  
Student Services offers a wide variety of services to students. It is located next to the café on the 
ground floor.   
  
Student Services is open at the following times:  
  
Before school        8.00am – 8.30am   
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Break time            11:00am – 11.20am   
Lunchtime             1.20pm – 2.00pm   
After school           3.00pm – 3.30pm (2.30pm on a Friday)  
  
All lost property will be stored at Student Services. Should students lose an item of 
clothing, or equipment whilst at school they should check at Student Services to see if it has been 
handed in.  Please ensure that all items of clothing are clearly marked with your child’s name so that 
in the event of an item being lost, we can return the item to your child as soon as possible.  
  
If your child loses their timetable, we can print a new one.  If timetables are repeatedly lost, a small 
charge will be made for a new one.   
  
Students may make phone calls home from Student Services in an emergency. 
  
Students are encouraged to purchase a locker for use at school, where they can store their 
belongings. You will receive further information before the summer holidays on how to purchase a 
locker. 
  
 

My first day! From a current year 7 student 
 

We are so excited to meet you and welcome you to join our Teddington family, but we understand 
that your first day will no doubt be a mixture of lots of emotions; excitement, nerves, joy, sadness (at 
missing your old school). We are keen to help you settle as quickly and easily as possible and we want 
your first day to be one you will remember for ever. So, what can you do to make sure you gain the 
most from this experience?  
  
The night before:   

• Have your bag packed, including your pencil case   

• Have your named uniform laid out ready   

• Check that you know how you are getting to school and who you are travelling with   

• Set your alarm to allow you plenty of time to get up and ready  

• Have an early night  
  
On the day:  

• Make sure you have breakfast, so you are prepared for the day  

• When you arrive at school, head for the area outside Reception. It will only be year 7 students in the 
morning, so this should help you feel a little less worried.   

• The tutor group lists will be printed and placed on the wall, you need to find your name and then sit 
in the theatre along with the other members of your tutor group.   

• Smile at as many people as you can because they are feeling nervous too!   

• You will have a welcome assembly with your year group.  

• The first part of your day will be spent with your tutor. Listen carefully to all the important 
information being given.  

• You will take a tour of the school to become more familiar with where everything is.   

• You will be given your timetable and there will be plenty of people around to point you in the right 
direction.  

• Ask lots of questions.  

• Talk to new people, the more people you talk to the quicker you will settle in.  
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• Remember to keep smiling  
  

Essential Equipment  
  
It is important that students arrive on time and well equipped for every lesson they attend. This 
prevents disruption to their own learning as well as the learning of others and allows teachers to make 
the maximum use of teaching time available.  
 
Please find below a list of equipment every student must have for every lesson. Failure to have the 
correct equipment will result in students being placed on a monitoring report by their form tutor. 
Persistent failure to bring the correct equipment may result in sanctions in line with the school policy.   
  
General essentials  
• A suitable school bag, large enough to fit an A4 ring binder  
• Student notebook / diary – we recommend an academic diary with space to take notes  
• Reading book (this must be brought into school every day)  
• 1 Dictionary  
• 1 Thesaurus  
  
A pencil case containing the following items:  
• 2 black pens  
• 2 green pens  
• 1 red pen  
• 2 sharpened pencils (with eraser if possible)  
• 1 eraser/rubber (if pencil doesn’t have an eraser)  
• 1 pencil sharpener  
• Coloured pencils  
• 1 highlighter pen  
• 1 30cm ruler  
• 1 glue stick  
• 1 geometry set  
• 1 scientific calculator  
• 1 pair of scissors  
  
Tippex or other correction fluids are not allowed in school.  
  
Subject specific essentials  
Students are expected to bring the appropriate exercise and textbooks as well as PE kit as per their 
timetable.   
 
 

Year 7 Team Building Residential  
 

For the past few years we have held a Year 7 weekend residential early in the Autumn term at the 
Kingswood Adventure Centre.  This weekend is exclusively for Year 7 students, and provides an 
opportunity for them to get to know each other and bond through a range of activities. 
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These activities require no special sporting skill, and are intended to build confidence, resilience and 
teamwork skills for all abilities.  Holding this event so early in the school year, really does encourage 
students to develop personally.  We find that looking after oneself when away from home and working 
as a team are valuable ‘growing-up’ experiences and students will learn to become more responsible 
and independent through the challenges faced.  There is also lots of fun and new friendships formed!  
 
We hope to be able to run a residential weekend this year, but are unable to provide any details at 
the moment and will do so as soon as we can. 
  

Travelling to and from School  
 

There are many ways to travel to school to make sure that you arrive safely and on time. The table 
below is designed to help you with some of the different transport methods available. 
 
 

On Foot  
  
  

  

Many of our students live locally to Teddington 
School and use this to their advantage by taking the healthy 
option and walking to school. Being aware of the busy roads 
and practicing good road 
safety is the key to enjoying this practical transport method.  
Please remind your child that they are in our uniform when 
travelling to and from school and as such should behave in a 
manner that does not bring the school into disrepute.  
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Cycle  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

We expect that all students who cycle to school have passed 
their cycling proficiency test. If your child has not done so, the 
local authority arranges cycling instruction during the summer 
holidays. Details of which can be found on the London 
Borough of Richmond website. All students MUST wear a 
cycle helmet. Cycles must be dismounted before entry to the 
school gates.   
 
 
We do expect that all cycles are roadworthy and that all 
students lock their cycles in the cycle area, which is locked at 
8.35am and unlocked at the end of school at 3.00pm. Cyclists 
must use the main entrance on Broom Road. Unfortunately, 
the school cannot take responsibility for damage to, or loss 
from, cycles. The school does not have an insurance policy that 
would cover this. However, most household contents 
insurance policies provide cover for cycles. Clear, we will do 
everything we can to ensure that students’ cycles are kept safe 
while they are on the school premises. 

By car  
  
  

  
  
  
  

Parents and carers are encouraged not to drive their children 
to school and to consider the environment. We ask that 
families do not drive into the small staff car park at the front 
of the school as this causes hazard for students as they enter 
school. Disabled bays are marked for children who have a 
physical disability and need to be dropped inside the school. 

By bus  
  

  
  

There is a very good bus service locally and the 681 stops 
right outside school. Again, we would like to remind students 
that when travelling to and from school on public transport, 
they are representing the school and as such their behaviour 
should not bring the school into disrepute.  
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What do our current year 7 students say?  
 

 

 

 

You will make lots of new friends very quickly, 

since I started at Teddington my friendship 

group has doubled in size! So, my advice is to 

just to get stuck in and give it your all! 

Axel Y7 2020 
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Summer Challenge for Students! 
 
We are really looking forward to welcoming you to Teddington School. This year seems a little strange 
as schools are currently closed, and we are unsure when they will reopen. We are really hoping that 
it won’t be long and that as soon as we are back in school, we can arrange some visits for you to come 
and see us in action, meeting students and staff.  When you do finally join us, you will join a tutor 
group which you will stay with for your whole time at Teddington. You will meet each morning and 
will become a little family within school. On your first day, you will complete some activities that will 
help you get to know each other, one of those is sharing your summer project entitled “All About Me!” 
This project, allows you to use your brains, get creative, and demonstrate what it means to be a 
Teddington student by trying to understand our school values: 
 
Innovation 
Integrity 
Empathy 
Endeavour 
Responsibility  
 
All completed challenges should be brought into school on the first day and will be rewarded 
with merits. Additionally, all challenges will be given an effort grade and outstanding projects given 
the opportunity to be entered in a draw to win a celebratory lunch.    
 
I look forward to seeing you all again, in full uniform (shoes, no trainers), and with all your equipment, 
fully prepared to begin the next step in your academic journey with us on Thursday 3rd September. I 
would suggest you arrive on this day no later than 8.30am for a prompt 8.40am start.   
 
  
New Year 7 Summer Challenge  
All About Me!  
 
Hand in date – Thursday 3rd September  
 
In order for your tutor to get to know you we would like you to complete a challenge called “All About 
Me”. This will not only help us to understand you a little better, but should also give you the 
opportunity to develop your understanding of the Teddington School Values. The challenge can take 
any form but must be able to fit into a shoe box.  
 
What might it look like?  
a poster / a movie / a mood board / a board game / a time capsule / a story   
(these are just ideas – you can come up with your own.   
Remember - Innovation – coming up with new ideas)  
 
What might it include?  
hobbies / likes / dislikes / favourite book / favourite foods  
(Remember – Responsibility – take charge of your own learning. What will you include?  
Endeavour – work hard and be proud of what you achieve)  
 
What might we want to know?  
  
Who you live with / who & what is important to you / community & charities you support  
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(Remember – Empathy – help us to understand who you are  
Integrity – take the opportunity to let us know what you believe in)  
  
5 merits – Outstanding  
 
You have clearly been committed to working to the best of your ability for this learning opportunity 
demonstrating a full and comprehensive understanding of the Teddington School values. Your 
dedication to learning is to be commended.   
 
3 merits – Good  
 
You have shown a responsible attitude towards this learning opportunity and have shown us that you 
have great potential to push yourself to even greater heights.   
 
1 merit – Satisfactory  
 
You have completed the tasks to a basic level and should now use this as an opportunity to begin to 
challenge yourself further in all tasks you undertake.  
 

 

FAQs for new students 

  
Is it scary on your first day?  
No matter what school you go to, your first day is always going to be a bit scary and this is because 
you are in new surroundings with new people and new teachers. Don’t worry though, because it is 
most likely that you will not be the only one feeling a bit nervous, and if you are really scared, go and 
talk to your form tutor, because that is what they are there for.  
 
Is it hard in your first weeks?  
There will be some differences between primary and secondary school when you first move up, 
however you shouldn’t worry too much about it; you’ll learn your way around quickly and it shouldn’t 
take long for you to get used to lessons and homework. If you’re prepared to work hard enough, you 
won’t struggle!  
 
What time should you arrive to school?   
Students can arrive any time after 8:00am, but no later than 8:35am.  
Students should be in tutor time by 8:40am ready to start learning, any student in school later than 
this is marked late and given a lunch time detention.  
 
 
What do you do if late for school?  
If you are late for school, you must go to student services and sign in. You will then be marked late on 
the register and will have a detention at the end of the day.   
 
What time does school finish?   
Lessons finish at 3pm Monday-Thursday and 2pm on Friday however there are a number of after 
school activities that you may wish to get involved in.  
 
Will I receive a locker? 
Lockers are available for every student. We will send more information out closer to you joining us. 



22 
 

What do you need for lessons?  
You will need different equipment for different lessons, see the diary for the full list, but for all of them 
you will need: your books; a pen; a pencil; and a ruler. For other lessons you might also need a scientific 
calculator, a rubber, a full Maths set, coloured pencils and a red pen. You will need a pencil case to 
keep everything in!  
 
What is the food like at Teddington School?  
The restaurant is run by Cucina and they really do make fantastic food. There are choices of hot meals 
or sandwiches and wraps. There is a range of choices within these categories, so you can choose which 
you want. There is also the choice of bringing a packed lunch if you want.  
 
Can you go home for your lunch?  
No, you are required to stay inside the school premises throughout the whole school day including 
break and lunch.  
 
What will happen if you lose something?  
If you lose something, first re-trace your steps and see if you can locate it. If this does not work, then 
contact student services who will try and help you to locate missing items. If you find a lost item, 
please hand it in at student services.  
 
Do you get lost easily?  
Whatever secondary school you go to you are most likely to get lost in the first few weeks, however 
at Teddington the students and staff are on hand to help you out so don’t worry you will quickly find 
your way around.   
 
Can you wear jewellery?  
You are allowed to wear earrings however they must be small gold or silver studs and you are only 
allowed to wear one pair in each ear. Additionally, you can wear a wristwatch, but no other jewellery 
should be worn.   
 
Can you bring mobile phones to school?  
It’s not against the rules to bring iPods, phones or any other pieces of technology to school, however 
you do so at your own risk! You are not allowed to have them out during school time, even break or 
lunch, and if a teacher sees you with one, they will confiscate it. Also, it is not the school’s responsibility 
to replace or pay for any property which is lost or stolen during school-time.  
 
Are there drama and singing and dancing classes you can go to?  
There are several extra-curricular activities that you can go to including drama, singing and dancing. 
There are also many sports activities after school such as netball.  
 
If there are any other questions we haven't covered in this section, please feel free to ask these 
during the transition meeting.   
  
  

Top tips for helping your child at home  
  
Create a calm and quiet space for your child to complete homework and revision.  
They may say that music helps them to work, but scientific studies show that it actually hinders.  
Remove all distractions  
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Turn off the television and remove their phones to ensure they are fully focused. They are more likely 
to finish quicker without the distractions.  
Create a work routine  
Organise a dedicated work time for your child. Setting this routine now will assist in the long term and 
will allow them to become disciplined in their own organisation.  
Help to plan and organise  
If your child struggles with organising themselves, simple reminders like checklists and charts are an 
excellent way to prompt them. Display your child’s timetable at home and ensure they are organised 
and appropriately equipped each day.  
Help, but don’t do it for them  
As difficult as it is to see them struggle or find something difficult never be tempted to complete the 
work for them. This will cause more damage in the long term, and often the challenge of something 
new will teach them additional skills.  
Take an interest  
Studies show that students are more likely to be engaged if the same engagement is shared at home. 
Ask them questions on their latest project or homework, you could even do some research together.   
  
  
10 Top Tips for enjoying Secondary School:  
  
1. Join clubs: this can help you make new friends.  
  
2. Be polite and try to get on with everyone, students and staff!  
  
3. Always be organised: make sure you have the right books for the right lessons; look after your 
locker key.  
  
4. Make friends: this always helps you to get through the first few intimidating weeks.  
  
5. Don’t be afraid to ask for help either from your tutor, teachers, pastoral team or the prefects.   
  
6. Endeavour - Always try your hardest in lessons, this gives a good impression of you and a 
positive impression goes a long way  
  
7. Be punctual; don’t be late for school or lessons as that could have an impact on your learning.  
  
8. Make sure your homework is done to the best of your ability and handed in on time.  
  
9. Always wear the correct uniform.  
  
10. Take every opportunity you are given in school!  
 

 


