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Teddington School SRP Consultation Frequently Asked Questions 

 

A public consultation was held on 16th March 2022. Some of the questions below were posed at the meeting 

and have been replicated here which we hope will be useful for those who were unable to attend the 

meeting. Some of the questions have been received since the meeting. We will add to this list as new 

questions are received. 

How many students will be in the Unit? 

There will be 10 students in total in the Unit.  It is likely that in the first year it will be 4 students. 

Won’t this make behaviour around the school feel worse? 

Behaviour at Teddington School is good, as judged by Ofsted. In the November 2021 report, it states 

“behaviour is typically calm and orderly.”   However, this is not an SRP for pupils with behavioural support 

needs. The provision is for students that have an EHCP for social, emotional and mental health (SEMH) 

needs and for those students that find full time unsupported mainstream provision a challenge. 

Children and young people with SEMH difficulties may display passive behaviours such as:  

 

• Anxiety 

• Low mood 

• Being withdrawn 

• Avoiding risks 

• Unable to make choices 

• Low self-worth 

• Isolated 

• Refusing to accept praise 

• Failure to engage 

• Poor personal presentation 

• Lethargy/apathy 

• Daydreaming 

• Unable to make and maintain friendships 

• Speech anxiety/ reluctance to speak 

• Task avoidance 
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Children and young people with SEMH difficulties may display active behaviours such as: 

 

• Restlessness/over-activity 

• Non-compliance 

• Mood swings 

• Impulsivity 

• Aggression 

• Perceived injustices 

• Disproportionate reactions to situations 

• Difficulties with change/transitions 

• Absconding 

• Eating issues 

• Lack of empathy 

• Lack of personal boundaries 

• Poor awareness of personal space 

 

Will this affect the amount of money Teddington School has to spend on its current students? 

No, the works to adapt an area of the school for the unit. This is funded by Local Authority capital funding. 

The funding for ongoing running costs (staff, resources etc.) will be met by the Local Authority and/or 

additional High Needs funding from the DfE.  Teddington School will have the responsibility to spend this 

money appropriately for these students. 

Can the school cope with extra students? 

Yes, we have identified an underused area of the school for the unit to be based in and as mentioned 

above, additional staff will be employed, so there will be no detriment to existing students for access to 

current staff. 

Where will this be based? 

Please find an indicative plan attached at the end of this document.  There will be two classrooms in rooms 

that are not currently accessed by students, we will relocate a reprographics room to create an office and 

we will re-organise the library to accommodate two rows of bookshelves and four sets of tables and chairs 

that will be affected.  The capacity in the library will remain the same. 

What will be the impact on existing students and staff? 

There will be a positive impact on existing staff and students. Staff will have access to the expertise of 

specialist unit staff, which will help their day to day practice of inclusive teaching in school.  As additional 

staff will be employed, existing staff will only be involved in the unit if they choose to and are successful in 

applying for a role in the unit. This may retain staff who were looking to move on to new opportunities. 

Current students will be have access to greater SEMH expertise. The impact of the pandemic on the mental 

health of many children of all ages is widely reported. We believe it is a great opportunity to gain from 

additional expertise and training to support all our pupils not just the few with identified SEMH needs. 

 



 

What specialist support will the school get to help them set this up and run it? 

As part of Bourne Education Trust, the school has access to 9 SRP Units currently open across other Trust 

schools (11 if you include Teddington and another SRP to open in September). In addition, the Trust has 

another special school and alternative provision setting that are associate partners of the Trust.  This gives 

a range of experienced leaders and practitioners who can advise and help us.  

The Local Authority, through Achieving for Children who run children’s services in Richmond, are a key 

partner in the project and will also provide support and monitoring, 

Is this a bad time for Teddington School to undertake this as the Headteacher is leaving? 

A new Headteacher will be in place for September.  The school has continuity through other members of 

the school’s Senior Leadership Team who are part of the development of this project and being part of 

Bourne Education Trust we have the support of our Executive Leader and Chief Operating Officer who will 

support and monitor the project, regardless of who the Headteacher is.  

What do you see as the benefits and drawbacks of such a scheme? 

The school benefits from the additional expertise this brings on site, however we also feel that we have a 

moral purpose to support all students in the borough in a fully inclusive environment.  This is a further step 

towards us achieving that aim. 

We do not feel there are any drawbacks to the scheme for the school. 

Isn’t there another local unit that is closing down?  Why? 

Yes, there is another school in the Richmond Borough that is not continuing with its SRP Unit.  As the 

school is not part of the Bourne Education Trust, we do not have any further information why. 

As a school and Trust we have carried out due diligence before the consultation stage and feel comfortable 

that we are able to run this provision effectively. As stated above, the Trust has significant experience in 

this area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


