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A level English Language Subject 

Exam Board – AQA 

You will be examined on the same skills throughout the course. Like at GCSE, there are assessment 

objectives that you must meet. 

However unlike GCSE there is a lot more independent reading and preparation required before the 

lesson begins to ensure you are reaching the required depth of analysis.  

 

Organisation and Administration 

 

▪ Submitting work:  It is crucial that you submit work on time. If work is late, you will not receive 

detailed feedback and repeated inability to meet deadlines will result in compulsory 

supervised catch up session.  

▪ Hand written work:  It must be submitted to your teacher on the day it is due.  

▪ Typed work:  The deadline for essays or extended pieces is 5.30 pm. You MUST email it to your 

teacher with an electronic copy.  

▪ Absence from lessons:  If you miss a lesson, please ensure you photocopy any notes from your 

classmates and check if independent work was set.  

▪ Equipment for lessons:  You must ensure you come fully prepared to every lesson.  

 

You need the following things in each lesson: 

 

▪ A A4 folder with file dividers for each topic 

▪ This course guide 

▪ Writing equipment and highlighters 

▪ Your set texts  

▪ Your exam practise and independent work exercise book.  

 

Assessment Criteria 

 

 

Students must: % of A 

Level 

AO1 Apply appropriate methods of language analysis, using associated 

terminology and coherent written expression 

24.4 

AO2 Demonstrate critical understanding of concepts and issues relevant to 

language use 

24.4 

AO3 Analyse and evaluate how contextual factors and language features are 

associated with the construction of meaning 

24.4 

AO4 Explore connections across texts, informed by linguistic concepts and 

methods 

15 

AO5 Demonstrate expertise and creativity in the use of English to communicate 

in different ways Note: This Assessment Objective must be targeted with 

at least one of AO2, AO3 or AO4, either in the same task or in two or more 

linked tasks 

12 

Total: 100 

 

 

 

 



Course Content and Examinations 

 
The A Level English Language course encourages students to analyse and explore how language 
shapes our society and our understanding of ourselves. It explores what is about language that is 
unique to humans, and how we develop the communication skills we do.  
 
A level English Language offers opportunities for students to develop their subject expertise by 
engaging creatively and critically with a wide range of texts and discourses. Students will create texts 
and reflect critically on their own processes of production, while analysing the texts produced by 
others.  
 
The key areas that we study at A Level are:  Language, the individual and society; Language diversity 
and change and Language in action.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examinations 
Please see below for details about the content and timings for these examinations.  
 
Paper 1: Language, the Individual and Society 

What's assessed: 

Section A: Textual variations and representations 

Section B: Children's language development (0-11 years) 

written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 

100 marks 

40% of A-level 

 

Paper 2: Language Diversity and Change 

What's assessed: 

Section A: Language diversity and change 

Section B: Language discourses 

written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 

100 marks 

40% of A-level 

 

 

Outline of the Year 

Year 1 - (Year 12) 

 

Term 1: Sociolinguistics: How is language used by individuals and groups? 

Term 2: Language and Representation: Work on how language supports representation in a range of 

texts. Language and Diversity. 

Term 3: Original writing (coursework) and an introduction to language change 

 

Textbooks and Resources Required 



A/AS Level English Language for AQA Student Book with Cambridge Elevate Enhanced Edition (2 

Years)- ISBN: 9781107465589 

 

Year 2 - A Level English Literature (Year 13) 

Term 1: Language investigation (coursework) and Child Language Development 

Term 2: Language Change  

Term 3: Revision 

 

Textbooks and Resources Required 

A/AS Level English Language for AQA Student Book with Cambridge Elevate Enhanced Edition (2 

Years)- ISBN: 9781107465589 

 

Non Examined Unit – Coursework: Language in Action 

1. Language Investigation 
2. Original Writing 

 

Word count: 3,500 

20% of A-level 

 

Students produce: 

 

• a language investigation (2,000 words excluding data) 

• a piece of original writing and commentary (1,500 words total) 
 

Online Resources 

eMagazine : an online resource of critical articles aimed at 6th form students covering key issues in 

English language and creative writing. You will be expected to show you have read several articles 

from this source throughout the course.  

Website: https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/e-magazine/emag-login/ 

Login: Teddington   password: researcher 

 

Pre-set Task – Developing your Skills 

1. Read the article: The subtle ways language shapes us - BBC Culture 
2. Write a response to the article considering the following key questions: 

a. What arguments does the article make about the ways that language shapes our 
understanding of identity? 

b. What are your views on the argument that we should change our language use to 
reflect our current society? 

 
Staff Information: 

If you have a question about the course or need to catch up on work, please contact your teacher in 

the first instance.  

Head of Department:  

Mrs Yarker  - hyarker@teddingtonschool.org 

Ms Corrigall – kcorrigall@teddingtonschool.org 

 

 

https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/e-magazine/emag-login/
https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20201006-are-some-languages-more-sexist-than-others
mailto:hyarker@teddingtonschool.org


 

 


