
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

Attendance - FAQs 

 
What should I do if my child is starting to present difficulties? 

These difficulties can show themselves in a number of different ways eg: a reluctance to go to school, 
feigning illness, failure to attend school even though the child is sent, missing lessons whilst in school. If 
a problem seems to be emerging parents/carers should: 

• Talk to the child to try to ascertain if there are any problems or worries at school, on the journey 
to or from school or at home 

• Contact your child’s Form Tutor and Head of Year as soon as possible 
• Seek advice from the School’s Educational Welfare Officer from the local authority (Mrs C Small 

is in school every Wednesday). 

 
Why does Teddington School not authorise holidays? 

We are very aware of the essential role good attendance plays in achieving good academic progress and 
good social skills. Teddington School therefore took the decision, along with Government policy and 
guidelines, that we could not authorise holidays in term time as doing so would be in direct contradiction 
to what we know is best for our students. 

 
What should I do if my child is reluctant to attend school? 

There may be many reasons why a child is reluctant to attend school. Issues can be related to school or 
not related to school in any way. Please contact the Year Team as soon as possible if your child is reluctant 
to attend school. They will suggest a meeting with you and your son/daughter to discuss strategies which 
can be put into place to support their attendance at school. 

 
If my child refuses to attend school, can I be held responsible? 

Yes. As the child’s parent, you are expected to ensure that they receive an education. If your child does 
not attend school, you could face court action resulting in a possible fine and or even 
imprisonment.  Please contact the Year Team if you are concerned about your child’s attendance. 

 
What do I do if my child is ill? 

Telephone the school office on each morning of your child’s illness before 09:00. If your child experiences 
a prolonged absence of more than five days, a letter from your doctor or Hospital will be required by the 
school. 



 

 
Do I need to send in a letter about my child’s absence? 

If you have rung or otherwise contacted the school, then we would not require a note as well. 

 
What can I do if I don’t agree with the school’s policy on attendance? 

Much of our attendance policy is designed to satisfy DfE regulations but as always, if you feel an approach 
is unfair or unreasonable, then you can write to the Headteacher and/or our governors asking for a 
review. However, whilst any such policy is in place, the school will operate as stated. 

 

 


