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Year 9 Bulletin 
 

Dear Year 9 Families 

 

This term may feel like it was untimely cut 

short, but I think all of us feel that time is far 

more elongated now. We are no longer 

distracted by the hustle and bustle of daily life 

and routine, and suddenly we have to think 

quite carefully about how we spend that time.  

We need time to be focused, time to 

ourselves, and time to plan and dream and be 

creative. 

 

Personally, I am finding that, thanks to the 

school’s technological support, I am fully 

connected to my colleagues and resources, but 

this brings with it also the constant distraction 

of connectivity.  I long to focus on one thing 

alone for an hour – like teaching a lesson. 

 

This emphasises the importance of a daily 

routine – for instance, I have promised myself 

not to answer any emails – and certainly not 

listen to any news! – until I finish this bulletin.  

If you do find yourself in front of a screen, it’s 

also important to take a break every couple of 

hours – I like to do something physical: take 

the rubbish out, weed the garden, watch the 

daily progression of the tulips into bloom.  I 

certainly am noticing things a lot more, 

because there’s a lot less to see as the daily 

hubbub of my neighbourhood grinds to a 

chirping halt.  Sitting in my garden the other 

day, I realised the sound of bumble bees was 

no longer drowned out by planes flying  

overhead and the distant rumble of traffic. 

 

Homework 

 

I think we have all got the message that Year 

9s have quite a lot of homework to be getting 

on with!  I realise that, for students as well as 

teachers, this has been a process of adaptation 

and we are all getting up to speed with what is 

required of us, and what we are capable of. 

 

Therefore, there will be no deadlines for 

homework to be submitted over the holidays, 

all deadlines for turning in work will be 

extended to the week following the beginning 

of the new term to give you a chance for a 

‘catch-up’. 

 

I know that a lot of students are accessing the 

work – but I’d like to see a lot more work 

coming back.  Your teachers are ready and 

waiting to give feedback – and you may find 

that they have more time to give you individual 

feedback than before. 

 

After the holidays, students should start to see 

a greater variety of home learning as we take 

on the opportunities to make home study 

more visual and interactive.  This should make 

learning more varied and enjoyable. 

 

Year 9 Google Classroom 

 

Please make sure you sign into Year 9 Google 

classroom, as we will be using this to add Year 

9 activities.  If you have not done so already, 

please ensure your child has signed up by 

following these steps: 

1. go to https://classroom.google.com 

2. Sign in using your school google 

account 

3. Click the '+' symbol in the top right and 

then click Join Class 

4. Enter the following code: 4iego3e 

https://classroom.google.com/
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We appreciate the reliance on technology to 

complete can be problematic, especially if 

families are all working from home. If students 

are having issues accessing the work online or 

managing their workload, please contact your 

child’s form tutor or key worker. They will be 

your first point of contact and they will be 

emailing you once week to check-in with 

families. 

 

Timetabling 

 

Our advice for families trying to navigate a 

balancing learning environment would be the 

following:  

 

• Aim to complete around 4 hours of 

learning a day.  

• Create a timetable similar to the one 

students follow at school and allocate 

specific times to each subject.  

• Break the learning into hourly or 2-

hourly slots.  

• Take regular rest breaks, if possible get 

some air and move around. 

• Build exercise into each day, physical 

and mental wellbeing is key to being 

productive.  

• Try alternative learning methods: read 

a book or article, watch a subject 

appropriate documentary or film, cook 

a meal for the whole family.  I have 

suggested some more ‘alternative’ and 

fun links for learning below: 

9.00am - PE with Joe 
Wicks    https://youtube/6v-a_dpwhro   
10.00am - Maths with Carol 
Vorderman www.themathsfactor.com   
11.00am - English with David 
Walliams https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.c
om/elevenses/ 
12.00pm - Lunch (cooking with Jamie 
Oliver) https://www.jamieoliver.com/features/
category/get-kids-cooking/ 
1.00pm - Music with Myleene 
Klass https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ

h2wgJ5tOrixYBn6jFXsXQ 
1.30pm - Dance with Darcey 
Bussel https://twitter.com/diversedancemix/st
atus/1241098264373592065 
2.00pm - History with Dan Snow (free for 30-
days) https://tv.historyhit.com/signup/package 
4.00pm - Home Economics with Theo Michaels 
(Mon/Wed/Fri) https://www.instagram.com/t
heocooks 

 

Highlights of the term 

Even though the term was cut short, we still 

packed quite a lot of events into a short 

period:  

House assemblies  

We had some of our year 11 house prefects 

into assemblies to announce the rebranding of 

our house system in school. This saw year 9 

students get to take part in the democratic 

process of voting for their preferred house 

names on SMHW. The houses have now been 

renamed after constellations:  

 
9JW & 9SG = Ursa House 
9WT & 9JS = Delphinus House 
9LD & 9CH = Phoenix House 
9DG            = Cygnus House 
 
We hope that the house system will provide 
students with a wider community throughout 
the school to identify with and we plan to 
introduce numerous house-related events in 
the future.  
 

National Careers Week 

 

We had a brilliant assembly from Rob Addis, 

the CIO at the National Physical Laboratory. 

Rob talked about the opportunities in IT, 

Digital Transformation, Business Intelligence, 

Cyber Security and GDPR, proving that as old 

industries fade away, new career paths that we 

never dreamed of are opening up.  We are 

really lucky to have a national institution like 

https://youtube/6v-a_dpwhro
http://www.themathsfactor.com/
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/
https://www.jamieoliver.com/features/category/get-kids-cooking/
https://www.jamieoliver.com/features/category/get-kids-cooking/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQh2wgJ5tOrixYBn6jFXsXQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQh2wgJ5tOrixYBn6jFXsXQ
https://twitter.com/diversedancemix/status/1241098264373592065
https://twitter.com/diversedancemix/status/1241098264373592065
https://tv.historyhit.com/signup/package
https://www.instagram.com/theocooks
https://www.instagram.com/theocooks
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NPL on our doorstep, and we would like to 

thank Rob for giving up his time.  

 

Achievement 

 

We had some outstanding results in the UK 

Intermediate Maths Challenge from some Year 

9s with a record breaking five of them getting 

through to the Kangaroo round. Given that 

they are the youngest year group in the 

competition (it’s for Years 9 to 11) this is an 

absolutely stupendous set of results and really 

well done to everyone who took part. 

  

Unfortunately, those who got through weren’t 

able to sit the Kangaroo round but this bodes 

so well for next year!  We in maths are very, 

very proud and excited by how well this cohort 

have done. 

  

Special mention should go to: 

The Kangaroo qualifiers 

Nicholas Fleming – Best in School and Gold 
certificate winner 
George Bannon – Silver certificate winner 
Victoria Dukanova – Silver certificate winner 
Sam Bates – Silver certificate winner 
Zac Endemano – Silver certificate winner 

Silver certificate winners 

Freya Dashper 
Iona Ratnayake 
Lizzie Alderson 

 Bronze certificate winners 

Thomas Earp  Joe Vavrechka 
Lois King   Sadoon Kassab 
Hannah Rix  Leo Browning 
Lola Parsons  Joshua Jones 
Kranthi Thammandra Jake Hyder 
Max Kindness  Alex Rustomji 
Daniel Chockler  Meg Hird  
Zach Horn 

Special mention also goes to Meg Hird, Hannah 

Rix and Joe Vavrechka, who took part in the 

annual ISSP music day at LEH school on the 

26th February. (Meg top picture, Joe and 

Hannah bottom picture.) 

 

 

Congratulations also to Daisy Dowling and 

Annabel Balfour Roberts whose English work is 

usually excellent, but since the shutdown Mrs 

Morazgaska says ‘their work continues to 

stand out.  Lots of detail and thought put into 

each of the tasks.’ 

Extra congratulations and best wishes go to 

Daisy, who has successfully auditioned for the 

Brit School.  We wish her all the best, and look 

forward to following her dazzling career! 

Year 9 Headline figures (year to date) 

 

Well done to Giada Della Rosa, Vera Tillotson 

and Sam Gibson – all of whom have over 90 

achievement points. 

 

Just over half of Year 9 students still have no 

behaviour points, and an amazing 30 students 

still have 100% attendance! 
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Finally, I leave you with two pictures to cheer 

you up, and the assurance that, once this is all 

over, we will be happy to have your kids back! 

 

Stay safe and look after each other. 

Mr Golding 

 

 

 


