
 

 

 

Teddington School Admission Criteria 2020 

1. (i) places will be offered firstly to looked after children, i.e. children who are 

looked after by a public authority  and are in public care, and previously looked after 

children who were adopted, or subject to a residence order or special guardianship 

order, immediately following having been looked after.  Applications made under this 

criterion must be accompanied by details of circumstances and professionally 

supported evidence (e.g., from a social worker). 

 

2.  (ii) Children who have an exceptional medical or social need requiring 

attendance at a particular school; rather than any other school.  Such needs must be 

supported, at the time of application with reasons from the parent or guardian together 

with reports or letters from suitable professionals such as GPs, consultants or social 

workers.  Circumstances cannot be taken into account unless information is provided 

at the time of application.  Failure to provide such information at that stage may 

therefore affect whether or not the children are allocated places at the preferred 

schools.  All information submitted will be regarded as confidential. 

 

 

3. (iii) Children who have siblings (by which is meant full, step, half and adopted 

siblings living in the same household) at the school at the point of admission.  Note 

for Teddington only: the sibling link will not apply where the older sibling has joined 

the sixth form as an external applicant. 

 

4. (iv) Children (by which is meant step, half and adopted children living in the 

same household) of staff directly employed by Teddington School for two years or 

more before the admission application. 

 

 

5. (v) Children living closest to the preferred school, measured by the shortest route 

by road or maintained footpath from the ordnance Survey grid reference point within 

the property, out of the front entrance into and following the middle of the road and 

footpath, to the nearest pedestrian school gate used by the relevant year-group.  

Accessibility of private or public transport will not be considered.  All distances will be 

measured using a computerised geographical information system 

Apply online: www.eadmissions.org.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.eadmissions.org.uk/


If there are more applicants within each criterion, distance from home to school will be used 

as a tie-breaker and will be measured using the computerised geographical information 

system.  For applicants from the same block of flats, or who live the same distance from the 

school, random selection by the drawing of lots is used as a final tie-breaker. 

Notes: 

1. Any offer of a place on the grounds of distance is conditional on the child living at the 

address provided at the closing date for application. A business address, a 

childminder's address, or any address including a family member's address other 

than the child’s permanent home will not be accepted.  Proof of address will be 

sought if there is doubt about the validity of the address given and it may be the 

subject of further investigation. Temporary addresses will not be used for the purpose 

of administering applications.  

2. Paths through car parks, cemeteries, golf courses and other enclosed spaces will not 

be used. 

3. These criteria will apply to all applicants, regardless of the borough in which they live.  

4. Late applications will not be processed until after all on-time applications.  

 

Explanation of each criterion  

(I) Looked after children or previously looked after children  

 

To qualify for the highest priority, currently looked after and previously looked after 

children are defined as: 

 • children who are (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided with 

accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions  

in accordance with Section 22 of the Children Act 1989, at the time an application for a 

school is made;  

• children who were looked after, but ceased to be so because they were adopted, 

subject to a residence order (in accordance with Section 8 of the Children Act 1989) or a 

special guardianship order (in accordance with Section 14A of the Children Act  

1989).  

 

Required evidence for a looked after child  

If your child is currently in the care of a local authority, you must enclose a letter from 

the social worker confirming this and the name of the local authority with which the child 

is in  

care.  

 

Required evidence for a previously looked after child  

 an adoption order; or 

 a residence order setting the arrangements to be made as to the person with 

whom  

the child is to live with under section 8 of the Children Act 1989; or 

 a special guardianship order appointing one or more individuals to be a child's 

special guardian(s), under section 14A of the Children Act 1989.  

 



Please note that children adopted from overseas are not classified as children in  

public care and therefore will not be considered under this criterion.  

 

(ii) Exceptional family, social or medical need 

All Richmond schools have experience of dealing with children with different social; and 

medical needs.  There will only be a few cases when a child has to go to a specific school for 

exceptional family, social or medical reasons. 

If you feel that you have any exceptional medical, family and /or social need why your child 

must attend a particular school, you must complete the ‘reasons for preference’ box for that 

school and provide reasons and supporting evidence from a relevant professional such as a 

doctor and/or consultant for medical cases or a social worker, health visitor, housing officer, 

the police or probation officer for other social circumstances. 

Apply on time: by Wednesday 31 October 2020 

This evidence must confirm the circumstances of the case and must set out why the child 

can only attend a particular school and why no other school could meet the child’s needs. 

Providing evidence does not guarantee that a child will be given priority at a particular 

school.  In each case a decision will be made based on the merits of the case and whether 

the evidence demonstrates that a placement should be made at one particular school above 

any other. 

Family, social or medical priority would normally only be given in exceptional circumstances 

if the child or a close family member has an illness or disability, or if there are any other 

exceptional reasons which mean that one school is more suitable than another.  For the 

purposes of this criterion, the meaning of disability is pursuant to Section 6 and Schedule 1, 

part 1 of the Equality Act 2010.  You must provide this supporting evidence by the closing 

date, 31 October 2020..  You need to supply this evidence even if you apply online. 

All applications are considered individually and must include the following: 

 Specific medical evidence that gives reasons and provides supporting 

information why only one school can meet a child’s individual needs.  This 

can be from a professional such as a GP, hospital consultant or specialist or 

any other medical professional, social worker, educational psychologist; 

and/or 

 Evidence and reasons which explain the family’s exceptional circumstances, 

including social reasons, why only one school can meet the child’s needs and 

why those needs cannot be met at any other school. 

If the requested school is not the nearest school to the child’s home address, provide clear 

reasons with supporting evidence to show why the nearest school is not appropriate. 

Evidence should make clear why only one school is appropriate and the effect on your child 

if they do not attend this school. 

We do not consider reasons such as your place of work, childcare arrangements or previous 

family connection to be strong enough to be considered under this criterion. 



In addition we do not normally consider educational reasons under this criterion, as support 

for a child’s educational needs can be met at any of our schools. 

All applicants applying under this criterion are advised that the evidence provided to support 

their application must be as detailed and objective as possible. 

Please submit supporting documentary evidence with your application.  This should be in a 

sealed envelope and marked for the attention of the Council’s Schools Admission Office. 

If you apply online and request consideration under this criterion, you must still submit 

supporting evidence which may be scanned and attached to your application. 

All information supplied is treated in strictest confidence. 

(iii) Brother or sister attending the school  

If you have an older child currently attending your preferred secondary school who will 

still be attending in September 2020, living with you at the same address as the child you 

are applying for, make sure you give that child’s details on your application under sibling 

details. 

Please note that your older child must be currently attending the same school and will be 

on roll at the same school at the time your child will be admitted. 

(iv) Distance from home to school 

If your application is likely to be considered under the distance criterion, try to consider 

whether you live close enough to the school for your child to qualify for a place. The cut-

off distance for admissions for 2020 is on 1 March 2020 has been included in the 

secondary transfer information table on page 45. 

Teddington School in year Admissions 

 No student will be admitted to Teddington School until contact has been made 

with the current school to discuss the student’s needs and then appropriate 

paperwork received. 

 Once information has been obtained a meeting will be arranged with the 

student and parent to go through school expectations and discuss any issues 

or concerns. 

 If concerns have been highlighted through information received (e.g. 

attendance or exclusions.) then Teddington School will discuss the matter 

further with LA, current school and parent’s.  

 No student will be admitted unless the school is happy that we have all the 

information and are confident that we can successfully meet the needs (if any) 

of that young person. 


