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LETTER from Kathy Pacey, Headteacher 

Dear Families  

I hope this update finds you all well.  The Prime Minister has offered a glimmer of hope this week: there is a proposed 
date for schools returning around 8 March depending on how the vaccine programme rolls out. Fingers crossed!  
 

It has been a busy but very productive week! This week on Wednesday we had our first offline day where staff shared 
all the fantastic work throughout the day that students had sent in. Families were kind enough to feed back to let us 
know that it was very much welcomed and for the first time in a while, some students were not stuck in their bedrooms 
for the day. We are working on developing further offline activities and days in the future.  
 

Also this week, the Religious Studies department welcomed Gabriel Stein, a second generation Holocaust survivor to 
speak to our students to commemorate Holocaust Memorial Week. Five of our students had their creative writing 
included in the Richmond Borough Schools Holocaust Memorial Day project. This was following on from their 

involvement in a virtual workshop with children's author Tom Palmer in December. Congratulations to the following 
Year 7 students who had their stories chosen: Dianora De Bilio, Sam Phillips, Bella O'Brien, Lucy Gregg and Brooke 

Black. They have all received a copy of the booklet.   
  
Our Twitter feed is linked directly to our website. Please have a look at our students’ fantastic work and achievements 
at  School Life - Teddington School  
 
KS3 Virtual Science Club   
 

Franklin’s Young Inventors are running a virtual science club for KS3 which is free to join via Zoom Webinar. The 30-
minute sessions reveal how scientific ideas have developed historically, covering a range of core Biology and Physics 
topics. They run weekly on alternating Tuesdays (4.30pm) and Saturdays (11.30am). Each session includes 
demonstrations and ideas for simple experiments to complete at home with household materials. Mr Taylor 
has included the upcoming topics and registration links below:  
  

Tuesday 26 January 4.30pm: Photosynthesis  
Saturday 6 February 11.30am: Energy Transfer  
Tuesday 9 February 4.30pm: Fuels and Costs  
Saturday 20 February 11.30am: Forces  
Tuesday 23 February 4.30pm: Sound  
Saturday 6 March 11.30am: Balanced Diet  
Tuesday 9 March 4.30pm: Skeleton  
Saturday 20 March 11.30am: Muscles  
 
If you would like your child to join, please email jtaylor@teddingtonschool.org  
 
 
 

Friday 29 January 2021 

https://www.teddingtonschool.org/983/school-life
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_JTIKywy9RG6mNGu5Ges2CQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_JTIKywy9RG6mNGu5Ges2CQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lGRMFYU5QSyUUDH1_FeuYA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lGRMFYU5QSyUUDH1_FeuYA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pyu4cv-OTUWkYD3gcxknMQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pyu4cv-OTUWkYD3gcxknMQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9uJ9hqD-QWmDY4Xgsemndw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9uJ9hqD-QWmDY4Xgsemndw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Aeqlg2dlRSmAZMCRz8fI4A
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Aeqlg2dlRSmAZMCRz8fI4A
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Z-OajkyxRNug6tXdhdvsCQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Z-OajkyxRNug6tXdhdvsCQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EWwbySS7S3CZJaxVktL_YQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EWwbySS7S3CZJaxVktL_YQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_N-va4x6aRz6sq5pbtkM9kw
mailto:jtaylor@teddingtonschool.org
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Year 9 Parents’ Evening  
 
We have the Year 9 Options Evening on 9 February, details of which will be sent to Year 9 families. Year 9 parents’ 
evening is on 10 February. In order to support staff with this, period 5 on 10 Feb will be an offline lesson for all year 
groups with independent work set instead of a live lesson. 
   
Lockdown Reading   
 

This week we introduced the national scheme of DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) time into our weekly curriculum. 
We will continue this every week, to ear-mark a lesson of reading for pleasure. Our lesson dedicated to DEAR time this 
week is Tuesday, period 3. For help in picking a good book and to support with reading we have some suggestions 
here from our school librarian at Remote Reading and Writing - Teddington School  
 

First News is a weekly newspaper suitable for KS3 students. The news is reported in a non-scary way, includes lots 
of positive stories, and aims to get children engaged. It also features games and puzzles.  
During lockdown, First News can be downloaded for free here: https://subscribe.firstnews.co.uk/free-downloadable-
issue/   
   
Have you ever wanted to know which title comes next in a children’s book series? If so, check out this handy 
website: https://childrensbooksequels.co.uk/   
   
Creative Writing Competition   
   

A reminder about our ‘first chapter’ competition, open to all year groups. All details can be found at Remote Reading 
and Writing - Teddington School 
  
Quality of Education Review  
 

This coming week we will be undergoing a Quality of Education review, looking at our remote learning offer. The Trust 
will be reviewing our provision with members of the middle and senior leadership team.   
 

Remote Learning  
 

Thank you to all the families who responded to our survey last week on our remote learning offer.   
The headlines are: 

 

▪ Parents are far happier than in the previous lockdown. We are receiving emails on a regular basis thanking the 
teachers for their hard work  

▪ 76% of parents who completed the survey rated the provision as ‘very good’ or ‘excellent’  
▪ 94% of parents who completed the survey rated the provision as ‘good’ or better  

  

We have collated the suggestions from parents and some of them that we will be considering are:  
 

▪ Increase our offline days   
▪ Keeping students writing things by hand  
▪ Greater contact with SEND students   
▪ The potential for cameras on, especially in tutor time   
▪ More PE activity   
▪ Social opportunities for students   
▪ More breakout rooms   

   
Use of Cameras: Families   

   
Several families have requested that student cameras be turned on at appropriate parts of the lesson. We surveyed 
views from families, students and teachers and this has been raised in all of the feedback. The parameters around the 

https://www.teddingtonschool.org/2898/remote-reading-and-writing
https://subscribe.firstnews.co.uk/free-downloadable-issue/?fbclid=IwAR0aFMzam7lQq--phjVtizTf9t6WldFg42FV6r76bVgwQhht5ciiWbfd98Q
https://subscribe.firstnews.co.uk/free-downloadable-issue/?fbclid=IwAR0aFMzam7lQq--phjVtizTf9t6WldFg42FV6r76bVgwQhht5ciiWbfd98Q
https://childrensbooksequels.co.uk/
https://www.teddingtonschool.org/2898/remote-reading-and-writing
https://www.teddingtonschool.org/2898/remote-reading-and-writing
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use of cameras needs to be adhered to by all. From Monday 1 February, it will be at the teacher’s discretion whether 
the cameras can be switched on in the lessons. We hope that using cameras will:   
 

▪ Help students stay engaged in the lesson   
▪ Allow opportunities of socialisation: students can see each other and the staff can interact   
▪ To support completion of work in practical subjects   
▪ To make certain activities more engaging, such as break out rooms   
▪ It can encourage students to speak and contribute more  
▪ Allows for a better dialogue of feedback with teachers   
▪ Easier for students to share or show their work (they may not have to attach a photograph of their work every 

lesson if they can show it)   
   
There is no expectation that the cameras will be turned on in every lesson and for some tasks it will not be appropriate 
for the students to see each other. Students will see a video in tutor time on Monday 1  Feb explaining to them about 
the use of cameras. If the teacher asks for the cameras to be turned on, we would encourage students to do so, but 
they can choose to keep their camera off if they wish to.   
   
Our non-negotiable parameters are:   
 

▪ The camera (and mic) must be turned off when students enter the lesson as it is now. It is up to the 
teacher to instruct the students to turn their cameras on. Students are to assume they should keep them 
turned off unless you instruct them to do otherwise.   

▪ The background must be blurred or one of the background images selected (students are not able to add 
their own).   

▪ It is not appropriate to see any other member of a student’s household, or any part of their household, 
with the use of a background. If a person does not hide their background, they will be removed from the 
room   

▪ Students must be in appropriate dress. They do not need to be in their uniform, but equally they cannot be 
in their pyjamas   

▪ Any student who is behaving inappropriately will be warned and if necessary, removed from the lesson   
▪ If any inappropriate behaviour does not stop, the live lesson will be terminated and resources uploaded to 

the team.   
▪ The lessons remain recorded and our high expectations of student behaviour remain unchanged.   

   
We hope that the students embrace the opportunities to see their friends and their teachers. We have checked the 
legalities around the use of cameras with the Bourne Education Trust and have amended our Acceptable Use 
Agreement for online lessons, which can be found on our website in the Lockdown 3 

drop down:   https://teddingtonschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Teddington-Student-Remote-

Learning-AUA-.pdf?ts=1611833337  

  

PTA- Invitation for families and staff.  
  

We are waving goodbye to dry January with the first ever Teddington School PTA Virtual Wine (and cheese) Tasting! On 
Thursday 4 February and Saturday 6 February 2021, 7-9pm, via Zoom, Tom Doran (incumbent owner of Doran 
Vineyards) will present six of his premium wines from his multi award-winning family wine farm in South Africa. 
Throughout the evening he will share anecdotes from his farm alongside educating us on different grape varieties and 
winemaking techniques.  
  
The evenings with Doran Vineyards will be fun, interactive and informative, catering for all levels of wine knowledge. 
Tom will personally deliver your wine tasting pack in advance (6 wine samples, Doran tasting glasses, wine mat and a 
cheese selection from Teddington Cheese), present the session over Zoom and then, after the event, collect your 
tasting pack along with any wine orders you may have (a percentage of proceeds from these sales go to the PTA).  
  
It should be a fun and educational night, all from the comfort of your own home... with the added benefit of raising 
money for the school – sign up now! Please buy your tickets by 6pm on Monday 1 February via Classlist or by 

https://teddingtonschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Teddington-Student-Remote-Learning-AUA-.pdf?ts=1611833337
https://teddingtonschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Teddington-Student-Remote-Learning-AUA-.pdf?ts=1611833337
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emailing Nigel (owen_nige@hotmail.com) or Sarah (delrio2000@yahoo.com). 
  
Prices:  
£50 per couple - includes tasting pack of 6 wines plus a selection of cheese from Teddington Cheese  
£20 individual tickets - includes tasting pack of 6 wines (no cheese included with individual tickets)  
  
Numbers are limited for each night so please do book as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.  
 
 

  
Year 7s have the opportunity to join Mrs Barham and Ms Pleavin for a live cook-a-long! Take the opportunity to cook 
for your family on Thursday 4 February and give the person who usually does the cooking in your household a night 
off. We will be making a risotto (with vegetarian substitutions) which will be enough to feed four people. Note the 
quantity of the parmesan isn’t mentioned here… you can make it as cheesy as you want, and can use another cheese 
instead of parmesan if you would rather. We’re flexible in this cook-a-long!    
 

Keep the votes coming in for Elliott!    
 

Elliott’s Week 2 video is now up! Please visit https://www.facebook.com/groups/1467251980253652 and search for 
his name Elliott Burges where you see the magnifying glass (the search bar) in the top right-hand side to watch 
his video.    
 
*IMPORTANT!*  
Click on 'Announcements' at the top of the MTA Comps page to visit the poll - tick his name #Team Burges to register 
your vote. Or go straight to the poll by clicking here:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1467251980253652/announcements Tick 'Team Burges' to register your vote. 
Please spread the word on your social media channels, via email, and by voting yourselves.  Good luck Elliott!  
 

Stay safe and enjoy your weekend.  
  
Yours faithfully 
 
 

mailto:owen_nige@hotmail.com
mailto:delrio2000@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1467251980253652
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1467251980253652/announcements

