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Newsletter 26 February 2021 
 
 

Dear Families 

 

I am sure that you are as delighted as we are to hear that school is reopening to all students. Here is the official 
letter from Gavin Williamson if you have not already seen it.   
 
Our objectives on our return will be to settle pupils back into school, to establish good learning routines and  
concentrate on pupil well-being. We are sensitive to the fact that it will be a real adjustment for students coming 
back from another prolonged period away from school routines. If you would like advice on how to support your 
child with the transition back into the classroom we have provided the following information link .  

 

All students are asked to take a Covid test before returning to school and we will use the sports hall temporarily as 
our testing centre. We are putting everything we can in place to make this process  run as smoothly as possible so 
that we can get all students back in as soon as possible. These are the key points that I want to share with you at 
this stage:   

  
1. Remote learning will continue until Friday 5 March for all pupils. The week beginning 8 March will see a 

staggered return of pupils. We need to stagger this due to the testing timetable that we are setting up. 
More specific details of when your child will be tested and when they will be expected to return to the 
classroom will be sent to you next week; however, here is an overview for your planning.  

 

We will be writing to families separately next week regarding mass testing and specific times for each 
student to come to school to receive their test. Not all year groups will come back to school on 8 March, as 
we will stagger the days of the testing and students will come back to school the day following their test. All 
lessons will be taught over Teams at home until the allocated day that year groups return to school. The 
overall schedule is below:   

 

   

Next week you will receive a letter explaining the specific time that your son/daughter needs to come into 
school to receive their first lateral flow test; they will complete the test and return straight home. All tests 
will be completed during the morning and will be divided up into sections. Students who have opted out of 
the test should come into school on the first green day as indicated in the timetable above.   

 

https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/23/an-open-letter-from-education-secretary-gavin-williamson-to-parents-carers-and-guardians/?utm_source=24%20February%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/supporting-a-child-returning-to-school-after-lockdown/
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We had planned to have an ‘offline day’ on 2  March. However, we will move it to the week beginning the 
8 March so each year group has a different offline day, which is the same day as their testing day. This also 
falls within science week, so all offline activities will be science-related. There will be a wide range of options, 
including making hot ice, creating a delicious probiotic dish to eat at home, and watching weird and 
wonderful documentaries with drop-in sessions to talk about them with your teachers.   

 

2. Students who have given their consent to be tested will be allowed to return to school following their first 
negative test result.   

3. Pupils not undergoing testing should attend school in line with our phased return arrangements.  
4. Our goal is to have the first round of tests completed in the week of 8 March, so that all students can return 

by Monday 15 March.   
5. Vulnerable children and children of critical workers will continue to attend school throughout unless they 

receive a positive test result.  
6. All pupils will have up to 3 separate Covid tests in school and from then on students will receive home-

testing kits. More details will follow next week as to how lateral flow tests for home testing will be 
distributed.  

7. We will maintain the safety measures put in place in September:  pupils will be taught in bubble groups, 
there will be increased ventilation, stringent hygiene routines and we will maintain social distancing.  

  

We sent out Covid testing consent forms before Christmas and we had a great response. We will not ask you to do 
this again, however if you wish to withdraw your child from testing or wish to give your consent, do please get in 
touch via the info account so that we can keep it updated. Here is a link to our testing privacy notice.   
  

If we have you or your child’s consent, you will receive a detailed correspondence next week with your time for your 
initial test and other details about your staggered start time.   
  

  

Examinations  
  

On Thursday we received some information about the examinations for Years 11 and 13. I am meeting with 
the Trust on Tuesday morning to review this information and our assessment schedule.   
  

Face Coverings  
  

There is government guidance around the use of face coverings. Staff and students in secondary schools are 
recommended to wear face coverings in all areas, including classrooms, where social distancing cannot be 
maintained and as a temporary extra measure. The guidance states that face visors and shields are not an alternative 
to face coverings. Please ensure that your child leaves home each morning with a face covering, if you wish to follow 
this guidance, as we do not have a great supply of face coverings in school. I will be asking the Heads of Year to 
carefully track those students that are exempt via communication with families. The government guidance on face 
coverings is due to be reviewed at Easter.  

 

Use of devices 

  
We have been very much impressed with our platform Microsoft Teams and the opportunities for enriched learning 
that we have discovered with this technology. We are working with staff to evaluate the virtual learning and how 
we may adapt our curriculum offer to include some of the positive advantages. This will take some careful 
consideration and planning and we will be in touch in the near future with more detailed plans.   
  

Attendance  

  
In school attendance will be compulsory unless you have tested positive and we will be adhering to our normal 
attendance procedures which you will find here. If your child is in the category of clinically extremely 
vulnerable please do let the school know of their specific self-isolation requirements so that we can support with a 
remote learning offer.   

https://teddingtonschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Covid-19-Testing-Privacy-Statement.pdf?ts=1614180976
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964351/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
https://www.teddingtonschool.org/1147/attendance-punctuality
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Courses to Support Parents and Carers   

  
Richmond & Hillcroft Adult Community College have set up courses to support parents and carers of KS3 and KS4 
children. These courses are funded by Richmond council and are free to all borough residents. For details go to:   
 https://www.rhacc.ac.uk/search?search_api_views_fulltext=support+your+child   
  
The guidance for keeping your children safe online has been updated here.   
   

Lockdown Reading and Writing   

   
World Book Day – 4 March 2021   
  
World Book Day is a global celebration of reading recognised in more than 100 countries. There are some fabulous 
author interviews and activities here: World Book Day author & illustrator videos for schools   
   
Inspirational talks from Penguin    
  
Penguin Talks is a series of free talks for young people on a diverse range of subjects such as How to Challenge 
Inequality, How to Believe in Yourself and How to Boss Your Mood. The aim is to help equip students for the 
future by broadening their understanding of various issues.  Find them 
here: https://www.penguin.co.uk/company/creative-responsibility/penguin-talks.html   
   
Creative Writing Competition   
  
Don’t forget our creative writing competition deadline is 4 March! All information can be found here: Remote 
Reading and Writing - Teddington School   
   

National Careers Week  

  
National Careers Week is celebrating its 10th Anniversary this year, from 1-6 March, a year when hope for the future 
and belief in the potential of careers is needed more than ever.   
 
We recognise that a lot of young people and families are experiencing feelings of worry or uncertainty around future 
careers.  You and your family, like most of us, have perhaps wondered if career opportunities will be affected by the 
pandemic, and what that might mean for the future of young people. We want to encourage families to have 
conversations about careers and the future, especially this year in these challenging times.  You can support young 
people to start exploring, spark their curiosity and build hope for their future by talking about careers during 
National Careers Week.   
   
We have some resources to help.  These can be found on https://ncw2021.co.uk/welcome/start/ or click the links 
below:  
 

▪ An online virtual career fair https://ncw2021.co.uk/  
▪ A guide for you to support your child 

https://teddingtonschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Parents-Guide-
2021.pdf?t=1614263570   

 
Each student will have received an email on their school account regarding a micro course on our BeReady 
Teddington site which focusses on developing some key employability skills. We hope that you will encourage the 
students to complete one of these courses to receive certification.  
Each day in the whole year group team, I will be posting various videos, talks and opportunities for students to 
access based around post-16, post-18, and careers. These will be year-group specific so even those not yet on exam 
courses can begin to think about the future.  
 

https://www.rhacc.ac.uk/search?search_api_views_fulltext=support+your+child
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online?utm_source=25%20February%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.worldbookday.com/online-masterclasses/
https://www.penguin.co.uk/company/creative-responsibility/penguin-talks.html
https://www.teddingtonschool.org/2898/remote-reading-and-writing
https://www.teddingtonschool.org/2898/remote-reading-and-writing
https://ncw2021.co.uk/welcome/start/
https://ncw2021.co.uk/
https://teddingtonschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Parents-Guide-2021.pdf?t=1614263570
https://teddingtonschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Parents-Guide-2021.pdf?t=1614263570
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We hope that you make use of this opportunity and join some of the activities.  You can link up with other families, 
schools, colleges, universities, careers companies and businesses celebrating careers by using #NCW2021 on social 
media.    
 
For further information do not hesitate to visit to our Careers section on the school website Careers Programme 
2020-21 - Teddington School or contact Ms McGrandles directly.  
  
Do take care, stay safe and have a lovely weekend.  
  
Yours faithfully 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Kathy Pacey, Headteacher 

  

 

 

 

https://www.teddingtonschool.org/954/careers-programme-2020-21
https://www.teddingtonschool.org/954/careers-programme-2020-21

