
1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LETTER from Kathy Pacey, Headteacher 

Dear Families  

Hope you are all keeping well. Thank you again for all your support. The staff so appreciate the emails that you are 
sending in. It really does mean a lot to us and boosts morale. Congratulations to your son or daughter who have been 
engaging so well with the remote learning offer. Engagement is at 96.1% overall at present.   
 

This week on Tuesday, Ms Barham and myself led live Q and A sessions with families about the remote learning offer. 
We do hope that you found these useful and informative and we welcome your feedback. You will receive a survey 
during the week of 25 January where we will ask you to review the remote learning at Teddington School. You will 
have an opportunity to let us know your experience if you have not already.  
 

I want to congratulate our Year 13 students who completed their Oxbridge University interviews before the Christmas 
break. We already have one successful applicant who has been offered a place at Oxford University. I wish the other 
candidates the best of luck with the outcome of their interviews in the coming weeks.   
 

Gavin Williamson has revealed his plan for replacing exams this year. There is still a lot to be addressed and clarified, 
but here is an overview of the main key strategies. https://schoolsweek.co.uk/revealed-williamson-sets-out-his-plan-
for-replacing-exams-this-year/  

 

BT have announced that they are offering free BT Wi-Fi to support learning in lockdown. Please find details here.  
https://www.businessdirect.bt.com/sectors/education/free-wi-fi/   
 

Free School Meals  
At present we have a grab-and-go system in place. The government has now confirmed that they are moving to a 
voucher scheme from Monday 18th January. We will make sure that families get the necessary information to be able 
to access these vouchers from Monday.   
 

Year 12 Assessment Week  
The Year 12 assessment week will be during the week beginning 25 January. Teachers will communicate with students 
about the periods the assessments will take place in. Assessments will fall between Monday 25 Jan - Wednesday 3 
Feb.  
 

Year 11  
From Monday 18 January those students involved in English or Maths intervention will find the session included on 
their Teams calendar. These sessions will run between 3.00pm-4.00pm for identified students only. Maths will take 
place on Monday and Tuesday with English running on Thursdays. These sessions will build weekly until half-term so 
students must attend all four sessions. Any questions, please contact Ms McGrandles.  
 
Mental Health Support  
One of our families shared this information from Vodafone this week:   
Digital Parenting Magazine  

Friday 15 January 2021 

https://schoolsweek.co.uk/revealed-williamson-sets-out-his-plan-for-replacing-exams-this-year/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/revealed-williamson-sets-out-his-plan-for-replacing-exams-this-year/
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Our Digital Parenting Magazine has been a brilliant resource since we launched it back in 2012, with over 8.4 million 
copies having been distributed to help parents and children safely navigate life online, and I’m pleased to 
share our 2021 edition HERE.  
In this edition we’re putting a spotlight on online mental health resources, parental safety features, and how to help 
children build vital digital skills for the future.  
 
Lockdown Lives   
We are always thinking of different things to do to stay connected through a lockdown, and we are excited to offer 
families a trio of ‘Lockdown Lives’ this half term. These are live events which we will host and are themed. The theme 
of this term is ‘Teddington Teachers Before Teaching’. These are all teachers of STEM who have had a colourful range 
of experiences before settling as a teacher and have interesting stories to tell. This is a good opportunity for teachers 
to tell students and families about their education, careers (and career changes) and what they have learnt along the 
way. Each live event will last 30 minutes, and you can sign up to them by this link which is on our website:  
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9S0HeedIR024QkmXZXzSp_PFuj07mg5HmpI54_vVWoxUNVZ
HQllCUkJDV0wyOFBQMUxVRVo1TFUwQS4u    
  

Monday 25 January, 6pm   
Rachel Foley, associate assistant headteacher and head of science, has had the opportunity to 
experience three different careers in her lifetime so far, starting as a Civil Engineer and then moving on to the Business-
to-Business Conferences industry in which she worked for 20 years. During this time, she travelled the world and spent 
time living and working in New York. Tune in on 25 January to find out why she left the corporate world (and its salary!) 
and retrained as a physics and maths teacher.   
   
Monday 1 February, 6pm   
Having wanted to be Prime Minister from the age of 10, Charlotte Harris spent her entire secondary school career 
devoted to this path which culminated in her studying Philosophy, Politics and Economics at Oxford University. Not 
wanting to be a career politician and having completed work experience in a wide range of professional offices (global 
banking, tax accounting, consulting, audit, political and market research, the civil service), she decided to do a law 
conversion course after university and become a barrister. Two years on she was utterly miserable! A brief stint 
working in the civil service was followed by establishing her own business before, having sampled almost every dish 
at the table, she realised that her planned “third” career (being a teacher) was really the only job she wanted to do. 
Six years on and still teaching(!), Miss Harris will reflect on her long and winding path, and the things she 
wishes she’d known earlier!   
   
Monday 8 February, 6pm   
David Knocker, head of physics and chemistry, cannot imagine a more fulfilling career than teaching. He gained many 
experiences within education from his school days and has taught in different ways in different settings. Having 
graduated from Oxford University, he went on to teach in a South African township primary school, work with Chinese 
teachers in Guangdong Province and teach in Australia. Mr Knocker has been fortunate enough to have a wide range 
of experiences, some of which he describes as ‘lucky’ and others as ‘fairly brutal’! Discover how these and many other 
formative experiences helped shape his teaching persona and fuelled his passion for education.   
   
Alternative Learning   
We recognise that the students are experiencing an awful lot of screen time at the moment. Although this is the nature 
of delivering a live timetable, it is important that students do take time away from their laptops. The teachers put 
together an ‘alternative learning’ document in the first lockdown of books and resources that could complement the 
curriculum. This has been updated and can be found here: Alternative Learning Spring 2021.xlsx 
(teddingtonschool.s3.amazonaws.com)   
  

We are also planning an ‘offline day’ for Wednesday 27 January. Students will be required to register, but the activity 
that their teacher will give them to complete will not involve a computer, to allow them time away from their screens, 
but with the routine of checking into their lesson.   
   
 I wish you all a good weekend.   
  

http://vodafoneukcentral.newsweaver.com/general/14l3dgsq52qb7cqas6nw2z/external?email=true&a=6&p=58535137&t=30517250
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9S0HeedIR024QkmXZXzSp_PFuj07mg5HmpI54_vVWoxUNVZHQllCUkJDV0wyOFBQMUxVRVo1TFUwQS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9S0HeedIR024QkmXZXzSp_PFuj07mg5HmpI54_vVWoxUNVZHQllCUkJDV0wyOFBQMUxVRVo1TFUwQS4u
https://teddingtonschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Alternative-Learning-1.pdf?ts=1610703683
https://teddingtonschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Alternative-Learning-1.pdf?ts=1610703683
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Yours faithfully 
 
 

  
Ms Pacey  
 

 

USEFUL LINKS 

https://www.teddingtonschool.org/952/student-support-and-well-being 

  

https://www.teddingtonschool.org/2852/critical-worker-information 

  

https://www.teddingtonschool.org/2259/government-guidelines-1 

    

  

https://www.teddingtonschool.org/952/student-support-and-well-being
https://www.teddingtonschool.org/2852/critical-worker-information
https://www.teddingtonschool.org/2259/government-guidelines-1

