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Newsletter 12 February 2021 
 
 

Dear Families 

 

I hope this communication finds you well. I am sure your child is looking forward to the half-term break next week. 
Thank you again for all your continued support this term. We know that you have been working hard to support 
your children at home with their remote learning and we are grateful for the time you have taken to write to us 
with positive messages. It has been fantastic and sometimes inspirational to see some of the work that students 
have been completing at home.   
  
Thank you to those families that attended our live options event and the Year 9 parents’ evening this week. The 
new system for parents’ evening is being well received. We will certainly consider whether or not this is something 
we wish to keep for the future. The Year 9 options form is now available here on the website for families to fill in 
for 26 February.   
  
The Prime Minister is planning to make an announcement on the 22 February regarding his road-map for how the 
nation will come out of lockdown. We will of course keep you updated of any changes. The consultation for Year 11 
and 13 exams is now closed. We hope to have more information about what we are expected to do and what the 
students will be examined on, by the end of February.   

 

Vote for Elliott  
 

Thanks for your continued support of Elliott in his online singing competition. Below is the info you need for week 
4. Please vote in the poll by Friday 6pm, spread the word, share this email and do whatever you can to help him 
stay in another week. Here is his video for the theme 'Roles You'll Never Play', if you want to view it before voting 
- he's singing 'Listen' from 'Dreamgirls': https://youtu.be/-Zu5KoOoL-0  

 
 

Lockdown Reading  
  

Here are ten Teddington School top tips for reading at home during half-term:   
  

▪ It's all about you:  Choose a book which captures your interest and provides a space for your mind to relax in. 
It doesn’t have to impress anyone.   

▪ Be kind to yourself: Have a break from reading the news for example or anything that can make you upset or 
anxious. Choose a book in which you can escape to another world, or read about an activity you enjoy doing 
or a person who fascinates you. Find a comfy, warm, well-lit place to read, whether that’s your bed, the sofa 
or the toilet!   

▪ Don't struggle on with a book that’s too hard: If there are too many words per page you don’t know, try 
another.    

▪ Re-read: If there’s a book you love, it’s absolutely fine to read it again and again. Re-reading builds confidence 
and fluency.   

▪ Try manga or a graphic novel: If you enjoy pictures these are available in a range of genres. For ideas, check 
out: http://www.excelsioraward.co.uk/   

https://www.teddingtonschool.org/2985/year-9-options-form
https://youtu.be/-Zu5KoOoL-0
http://www.excelsioraward.co.uk/
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▪ Download an audiobook: Listen while you walk round the block, or before you go to sleep. As well as being 
calming, audiobooks help improve your pronunciation, memory and critical-thinking skills.   

▪ Don’t dismiss poetry – full-length novels written in verse are very popular right now. All that white space on 
a page makes them easy to read, and they can have a big emotional impact. Try authors Sarah Crossan, Dean 
Atta and Elizabeth Acevedo.   

▪ Find new inspiration: Ask your friends which books they love, or go online to see what book bloggers and 
BookTubers are recommending. Your generation is going through a unique, shared experience and can offer 
suggestions which teachers and librarians might not be as tuned into.   

▪ Keep a list – it's interesting to look back on what you’ve read and it will remind you about the authors you 
like.   

▪ Share the love – read to siblings or make videos for little cousins who you are unable to be with at the 
moment. Create memories and help parents who may be having a tricky time balancing work and childcare.   
   

Find inspiration from Barrington Stoke, specialists in creating highly readable books for dyslexic students: Parents 
and Carers - Barrington Stoke   
 

Have fun creating your own book cover using the Penguin Classics Cover Generator:  
https://penguin.jos.ht/?fbclid=IwAR1VX1X3-8Ham0nxHFRwvOpclTAE-udV4wn1JJh5OERBr6rjSxmfHUaW0mg   
   

Don’t forget our Creative Writing Competition   
  

All year groups are invited to enter the first chapter of a novel - no more than 1000 words. All details on the 
website here: Remote Reading and Writing - Teddington School. Half-term is the ideal  time to edit your work. 
Remember to add lots of rich detail to build a convincing world.   
 

Tutor Time Reading 

  
Tutor time after half-term will follow a slightly different format, as we are introducing tutor reading across all years. 
At Teddington, we really value the importance of reading but recognise that for some students this is not necessarily 
easy. Therefore, the senior leadership team have recorded an audio book – one for Years 7, 8 & 9 and another 
for Years 10, 11 and Sixth Form which are age appropriate, but have gritty and relevant themes. Both of the selected 
books have received awards for their writing, and whilst they will touch upon some difficult topics, we feel the 
authors have tackled them in a way that allows students to reflect on their feelings and ideas.   
   
In each tutor time session, the students will be registered, receive any notices and then listen to a section of the 
book. They can do so in the following ways:    
   

▪ Listening to the reading of their book as they would do an audiobook.  
▪ Listening and track on screen as we would do in the classroom.    
▪ Purchase their own copy of the book and listen and track with their own book.    

   
Students will have a quiz every week which covers what they have read.   
   
Key Stage 3: My Sister Lives On The Mantelpiece by Annabel Pitcher   
   
Our KS3 novel covers themes of bereavement, bullying, diversity and relationships; it is a book that perfectly 
captures the world and its confusing issues from a child’s point of view. The synopsis is:   
   
Ten-year-old Jamie hasn't cried since it happened. He knows he should have—Jasmine cried, Mum cried, Dad still 
cries. Roger didn't, but then he is just a cat and didn't know Rose that well, really. Everyone kept saying it would get 
better with time, but that's just one of those lies that grown-ups tell in awkward situations. Five years on, it's worse 
than ever: Dad drinks, Mum's gone and Jamie's left with questions that he must answer for himself. This is his story, 
an unflinchingly real yet heart-warming account of a young boy's struggle to make sense of the loss that tore his 
family apart.   
   

https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/parents-and-carers/
https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/parents-and-carers/
https://penguin.jos.ht/?fbclid=IwAR1VX1X3-8Ham0nxHFRwvOpclTAE-udV4wn1JJh5OERBr6rjSxmfHUaW0mg
https://www.teddingtonschool.org/2898/remote-reading-and-writing
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A link to purchasing the book is here:  My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece: Amazon.co.uk: Pitcher, Annabel: Books   
   
Key Stage 4 and 5: Orangeboy by Patrice Lawrence   
   
Our KS4 and 5 novel covers themes of crime, drugs, family and personal and social issues. There is some use of 
offensive language in this as part of the street language used by some characters. Mystery, intrigue and a big cast 
of dangerous characters give the gritty thriller a sophisticated edge within the Young Adult genre. The synopsis is:   
   
Sixteen-year-old Marlon has promised his widowed mum that he'll be good, and nothing like his gang-leader brother 
Andre. It's easy when you keep yourself to yourself, listening to your dead dad's Earth, Wind and Fire albums and 
watching sci-fi. But everything changes when Marlon's first date with the beautiful Sonya ends in tragedy; he 
becomes a hunted man and he has no idea why. With his dad dead and his brother helpless, Marlon has little choice 
but to enter Andre's old world of guns, knives and drug runs in order to uncover the truth and protect those close to 
him. It's time to fight to be the last man standing.   
   
A link to purchasing the book is here:  Orangeboy: Winner of the Waterstones Children's Book Prize for Older 
Children, winner of the YA Book Prize: Amazon.co.uk: Lawrence, Patrice: Books 
 

Stay Safe 
 

It is important that we all continue to adhere to the government guidelines over the half term break and continue 
to put safety of ourselves and others above everything.  I want to thank you for all your continued efforts this term 
and may I wish you a lovely half term break.   
  
See you on the 22 February.   
 

Yours faithfully 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Kathy Pacey, Headteacher 

  

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sister-Lives-Mantelpiece-Annabel-Pitcher/dp/1780621868/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1E05E4LGLTBCW&dchild=1&keywords=my+sister+lives+on+the+mantelpiece&qid=1613041864&sprefix=my+sis%2Caps%2C587&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Orangeboy-Winner-Waterstones-Childrens-Children/dp/1444927205/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1B5R3RY2Q0Q4F&dchild=1&keywords=orangeboy+by+patrice+lawrence&qid=1613041926&sprefix=orangeboy%2Caps%2C154&sr=8-1%22%20/t%20%22_blank
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Orangeboy-Winner-Waterstones-Childrens-Children/dp/1444927205/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1B5R3RY2Q0Q4F&dchild=1&keywords=orangeboy+by+patrice+lawrence&qid=1613041926&sprefix=orangeboy%2Caps%2C154&sr=8-1%22%20/t%20%22_blank

