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LETTER from Kathy Pacey, Headteacher 

Dear Families  

I hope this newsletter finds you well.   
 

I want to thank all the students for getting involved in our house 
events. The Teddington bake off rivalled the real bake off! The 
competition was fierce and the cakes the students produced were 
almost too good to eat! Congratulations to Lucy Gregg for taking the 
winning spot with her graduating frog (pictured left).  
  
Congratulations to our sixth-form students Joe Kirk, Lucas Pflicke, 
Oliver Dawson and Joe Bryant for achieving Bronze awards in the 
British Physics Olympiad (BPhO). This is an excellent set of 
results especially considering these are our first-ever entries, and the 
students were competing against nearly 4000 students from 300 
top private and grammar schools internationally. I feel this success in 
the Olympiad and our regular visits to CERN (the European Council for 
Nuclear Research) is a real incentive to consider studying the sciences 
with us in Teddington Sixth Form.  

 

 

Please vote for Elliott by 6pm today 
 
Every vote counts. Visit here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1467251980253652  Click on 'Announcements' to 
get to the poll, then click on Team Burges to vote.  
 
 
Lockdown Reading   
  

Comixology, an Amazon company, has 75000 digital comics, and 700 of them are free: 
https://www.comixology.co.uk/free-comics   
  

Hay Festival’s free Programme for Schools features videos of over seventy authors: click here.   
  

For KS4 students and parents, here are all the BBC programmes about books, grouped in one 
place:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/literature   
  
 
Remote learning  
 

As we now have a policy of inviting students to have cameras on, if they wish to, in lessons, it has come to our attention 
that students using Teams through their web browser are unable to add a blurring background effect to their image. 

Friday 5 February 2021 
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As we wish to safeguard all students at home, can we please recommend downloading the Teams desktop app, if you 
are able to, so that you can make use of the background blurring image tools. Otherwise, please position your camera 
so you are against a plain backdrop, such as a blank wall, if possible. 
  
Key Stage 3 will have a second offline day on Thursday 11 February. The day will be slightly different to the last one, 
because the students are free to choose whatever offline activities they would like to do rather than follow their 
lessons. Some of the activities on the previous online day took longer than an hour, so we expect students to choose 
three tasks from three different subjects. We will register them in tutor time and in period 3 and the rest of the day 
they will be totally offline. Teachers will set up assignments for their classes so that students can submit their work.  
 

Thank you for taking the time to respond to our remote learning survey. Here is a collection of the responses:  
 

 
  
Support for students with SEND 
 

Please find below a link to our guide in helping to support students with SEND in their remote learning. This can be 
found on the school website, amongst lots of resources on student well-being.  
https://teddingtonschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Top-10-Tips-for-Online-Learning-for-Families-of-
Students-with-SEND.pdf?ts=1612356708   
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Should you need to contact the SEND team with enquiries, please email hurrellc@teddingtonschool.org so your 
enquiry can be dealt with in the most effective and timely manner. 
 

 

Safer Internet Day 9 February  
 

Safer Internet Day is on 9 February and this year it is being celebrated with a theme;  An internet we trust: exploring 
reliability in the online world. The internet has an amazing range of information and opportunities online, but how do 
we separate fact from fiction? As we are working remotely and are using the internet more than ever, I want to remind 
you about the resources on the school website to help support students and parents with online safety and how to 
navigate the internet in a safe way. Please use the link below to access these and may I draw your attention to a new 
resource available ‘fake news’ to complement the theme of Safer Internet Day. Student Support and Well-being - 
Teddington School  
 
 
Data information 
 

Please can we remind families that if any data that we hold is out of date, please can you update your details on the 
SIMS parent app. If this is not possible for some reason, please can you send any update to info@teddingtonschool.org. 
Thank you. 
  
 

Year 9 Virtual Options Evening 
 
On Tuesday 9 February from 5.30pm parents will be able to visit the school website to access a live 
presentation and ask questions directly to our Headteacher and Deputy, Ms Pacey and Ms Barham. There will also be 
pre-recorded information about all the different options made by heads of department that can be watched from this 
date and throughout the decision-making period. For information about joining this, please see here. The options form 
will be available from February 12 and can be found on our website.  
 
Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
 
On Wednesday 10 February between 4.00-7.00pm parents will be able to conduct a series of pre-booked 5-
minute video call appointments. This event will outline the progress your child is making and help them gather 
additional information before making their final choices before the final deadline of 26 February. If you are having 
trouble accessing your login, please email Mr McGrath: pmcgrath@teddingtonschool.org   
 
Further information that supports the GCSE-choices process can be found in the curriculum area of our school website 
under the dropdown heading Year 9 options. Here you will find a copy of the 2021-2023 Options booklet and a leaflet 
explaining the English Baccalaureate (Ebacc) and the government’s increasing emphasis on this core aspect of the 
school curriculum.  
 
 
Park Lane Stables   
   
Many families will know Park Lane Stables (Riding for the Disabled), 
a small charity that has been a valuable part of the community in 
Teddington for many years, providing therapy and happiness to local 
children and adults with and without disabilities and mental health 
challenges.    
   
The property is up for sale, and the stables will be closed if 
they cannot raise the money to purchase it by the end of 
February. The charity says, “For our riders and carriage drivers with 
disabilities that depend on us, it will have a massive negative impact 
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on their lives. For many of them the only time they leave their homes is to come to the stables. In a non-Covid year 
we provide 3,000 sessions of therapeutic riding.”   
   
If you would like to contribute to the crowdfunder to help to save Park Lane Stables, please go 
to  https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/save-our-stables In the event that the target isn’t achieved, all pledges will be 
returned at the end of the campaign.      
  
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/save-our-stables

